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The Judicial Proceedings, collected from 


% 
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the records of the ſpiritual and civil 
courts of North Britain ſince the year 


1751, in the trials of the Reverend 


Prelates, and other inferior Paſtors and 
Ruling Elders of theSynod of Lothian 
and Tweeddale, Oc. 


V 


4 privy cenſures, held by the Synod of Toh tures 


I the blaſphemous and tumultuary court of 


and Tweeddale upon the 7th of this month of 
May 1756, au authentic abſtract of all the judicial 


proceedings in theſe trials, both before tlie ſpiri- 
nal and civil-courts, was ſubmitted to the review 
| of the Synod by Dr David Dickſon miniſter of the 
goſpel at Newland, and ruling elders in ſeveral 
> kirk-ſcflions of the Syncd ; and that abſtract was, 
in preſence-of the court, delivered to the clerk, 
to be recorded in tlie $;0d-800k, according to the 


direction of the fatui a of Hſembly 1722, againſt 


profaneneſs, and ſeveral other laws of the church. 


In obedience and conformity to the ſame efler- 
Hal and ſalutary laws of our conltitution, Dr Dick- 


A (or. . 


— 
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tn has permitted this imperfect and inclegant ab- 


ſtract to be now publiſhed, for the information of 
the next Aſſembly, that every innocent member of 


that court may apprehend their danger, and inſert 


ſuch a caveat in the annals of the church, as ſeems 
abſolutely neceſlary for their own ſafety and re- 
lief againſt the penal conſequences of the roview 


of theſe trials before the Houſe of Peers, in which 


they might be otherwiſe unwarily involved, by 
the Aſſembly's atteſtation of the S d- bool, in the 
manner preſcribed by the ad 1722, upon which act 
all the trials were at firſt inſtituted in our ſpiritual 
courts; and the tenor of it is in theſe words. 


Act againſt Profaneneſs, and concerning the duty of 


Euler, and Deacons. L 


Edinburgh, May 22. 1722, 27 $$ 


« The General Aſſembly, being deeply aflected 


v ith the great decay of Chriſtian piety amongſt 
all ranks, and the abounding of vice and immora- 
"lity, the neglect of public ordinances, and profa- 


| 


nation of the Lord's day; and conſidering that 


lack neſs and partiality in the exerciſe of diſcipline, 


and untenderneſs in the walk and converſation of 
che office-bearers of this church, cannot but great- 


ly contribute to the increaſe of theſe cvils; tllere- 


fore the General Aſſembly do earneſtly beſeech, 


exhort, and require all miniſters to take heed to 


themſelves, and to their.dottrine, and to be exem- 


plary to their people in ſobriety, rightcoulſteſ;, 


and holineſs, abſtaining from all appearance of 


evil. And, in like manner, the General Aflembly 
do earneſtly beſeech, exhort, and require elders 


and deacons to be faithful in the diſcharge of 
their reſpective offices, tender and circumſpect in 


their 
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their walk, and punctual in their attending upon 

ordinances, and ſtrict in their obſervation of the 

Lord's day, and in regularly keeping up the wor- 

ſhip of God in their families. And the General 

Aſſembly appoints the judicatories of the church 
7to take good heed that none be admitted to, or 
continued in theſe offices, but ſuch as are found 
qualified, and do behave themſelves as above re- 
* quired; and appoints kirk-ſ{eifions, preſbyteries, 
and ſynods, ſtrictly and impartially, without re- 
ſpect of perſons, to obſerve this and former acts of 
| Aſſembly, relative to office-bearers in this church; 
| and appoints preſbyteries, at their privy cenſures, 
to inquire into the behaviour of their cee e 
> and of all the elders and deacons in their bounds, | 
with reſpect to the premiſſes; and appoints ſynods 
to jinquire into the conduct of preibyterics, and 
both ſynods and preſbyteries to record their dili- 
$ gence herem, that the ſame may be reported to 
General Aſſemblies by the viſitors of ſynad-books. 
And, laſtly, the General Aſſembly appoints this act 
to be read in all pariſh-churches, on or before the 
fu it Sabbath of Auguſt next; and, for that end, 
3 0 Yrdains copies thereos, to be printed, and timcouſiy 
1 ſcranſinitted.“ | 
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By another act of Aſſembiy 1725, the forms of 
commiſſions to members of the General Afﬀerably, 
and atteſtations thereof, are eftablitked in theſe 
Frords, | 
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2 
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Form of Comm iu, by Pre, Ertiher Ke. 


22 
At The which day the preſbytery of 
did, and her eby do nominate and ap- 
oint and miniſters and 
ruling ery, their commiſtioners to the next Ge- 
A 2 neral 
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neral Aſſembly of this church,—there to conſult, 
vote, and determine in all matters that come be- 
fore them, to the glory of God and the good of this 
church, as they will be anſwerable, accordin g to 
the word of God, the confeſſion of faith, and agree- 
able to the conſtitution of this urch Ade 
{aid preſbytery does hereby teſtify and declare. 
that all the ſaid commiffioners are every way 
qualified to be members of the Aſſembly, accord- 
ing to the acts of Aſſembly ; and, in particular; 
that the ſaid elders are qualified in all reſpects ac- 
cording to what is required by act gth of the Ge- 

neral Aſſembly, held azo 1722. Extracted by 

| C. D. C/-. 


FR 


The which day the nn of 
having had the above extract of their 
commiſion to their repretentatives in the enſuing 
Aflembly laid before them, they cauſed it to be 
read, and having reviſed and conſidered the ſame, 
they did approve thereof. Atteſted by 


A. B. Moderator, or C. D. Cls. 


At 


The preſcribed forms orf commiſſions and atte- 
ſtations by kirk-ſeſlions, univerſities, and town- 
council to their repreſentatives in Aftembly, are 
of the {\* iport; and it 1s, in fo many words, 
enacted and ordiined, by the Aflembly 1725, 
« That all ſuch commons and aticitations be 
preciſely in theſe tems — and the Aſlembly pro- 
hibits preſbyteries and 1-{1ons to grant or atteſt 
any commiſhons which are not in theſe precite 
words; and likewtite prohibits preſbyteries and ſei. 
fions to grant their dun attoltations in any other 
words than tlieie preicribed in this act ; with cer- 

f | txication, 


114 
le, [ tification, that, in time coming, every commiſſion 
e- | not conceived and atteſted in theſe very words 
lis ſhall be rejected. 
to The reſpect of the church for theſe acts of Aſs 
e- } ſembly is ſo great, that in our termly courts of 
he } privy cenſure before the Synod, every miniſter is. 
— * conltrained, ſolemnly before God, to aver and de- 
ay } clare their religious obſervation of them in ever; 
d- article; and particularly the preſcribed forms of 
ar; commiſſions and atteſtations are to this day ſo {u- 
xc- | perſtitiouſly oblerved, that many the moit devout 
e- and benevolent members have been diſmiſſed from 

their ſeats in the Aſlembly for the informality of 
. their commiſlion or atteſtation ; but for the noto- 
| 110us and confeiled falſchood of his commiſiion, 
the mott malevolent and impious member that has 
ever claimed a feat fince the year 1722 has net 
been ſo afironted. (See diſſent in Aſembly 1757, t» 
Ar Erfeirie, &c. compared with Matth. xxiil. 24.) 
However theſe things may be, all the other mem- 
bers of the Allembly 1756 are adjared, by a regard 
for their own tatety and honour, to attend to the 
information now offered upon the act 1722, before 
they preſume either to atteſt the S:zod-5598 of Les 
> thian and Tweeddale, or to ſuſtain a commiihion 
to any one of. the conſtituent members of that. 
e Sy nod, and fallely atteſted to be 2 a//, or in any re- 
ds, 3 Spe qualified, accordiug to what is required by that att. 
4 Beſore he proceed, let the Chrittian reader here 
pauſe a moment, to imagine, as beſt he can, that 22 
ons o-j had ſeen and heard Paul preaching at Athens, in a'l 
telt the amialle majeſty and grace of au angel of God, 
eiſek ( Acts xv1i.), or before Agrippa, a bleſled priſoner 3 
let; chats, (Acts xxvi. 29.), himielf proclaiming 7.5 
ner glad juò ue * the Lorg' to a whole world of Sata 
er captives in words of fu. vation, (vc. 17, 18. ); and 
on, A 3, conpure 
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compare him, in theſe joyful attitudes, with the 
ſpirit and appearances of this ſame Chriſtian hero 
' condemned to fight with wild beaſts, as a malefac- 
tor, at Epheſus, (1 Cor. xv. 32.), and degraded from 
the elevations of paradiſe, to be byfeted by the meſ- 
2 ſengers of Satan, (2 Cor. xii. 7,), transfor ming them- 
be ſelves into the apoſtles of Chriſt, (chap. xi. ver. 13.) 
Hear him in the ſpirit of prophecy reviling their 
miſerable ſucceſſors, both in ſpirit and office, in our 
laſt perilons days, © as lovers of their own ſelves, 
covetous, boaſters, proud, blaſphemers, unthank- 
ful, unholy, without natural affection, truce- 
breakers, falſe accuſers, incontinent, fierce, deſpi- 
ſers of thoſe that are good, traitors, heady, high- 
minded, lovers of pleaſures more than lovers of 
God, having a form of godbneſ: „ but denying the 
power thereof, ho creep into houſes, and lead 
captive ſilly women laden with fins, led away 
with divers luits—men of corrupt minds, reprobate 
concerning the faith ; but they ſhall proceed no 
farther, for their folly ſhall be manifeſt to all 
men,” (2 Tim. iii. 1.—T0.) 

By this extraordinary coutraſt and compariſon 
of the apoſtle with himſelf in the moſt oppoſite 
circumſtances of his life, an apology may be in- 
ferred for the rude and ſcurrilous invectives pu- 
bliſhed by Dr Dickſon againſt his reverend adver- 

- {aries in the courſe of their trials, and for the paſ- 
ſionate outrage of his behaviour in ſome inſtances, 

As oppoſite to his habitual temper and uniform 
appearances in every other ſcene of ws as s dark- 
nels to light. 

In the court of privy cenſures, upon the 6th of 
this month, the following Memorial was exhabited 
to the Synod by Dr Dickſon. 


SYNOD 


; 8 
SYNOD in November 1751. 


MexonaL, moſt dutifully offered to the very reve- 


rend and honourable Synod of Lothian and Tueed 
dlale, by one of their number. 


Pee with the whole creation of God, is an in- 
gredient ſo very eſſential to my idea of the hap- 
pineis and tranquillity of a good-natured mind; a 
{tate of ſtriſe aud variance, be it with the beſt or 
the worſt of men, is ſo very grievous and hateful 
to a Chriſtian; and withal the reſentments of ſome 
of our popular brethren and fathers are ſo very vi- 
rulent and implacable, that I can hardly conceive 
a gentleman of any honour or wiſdom could vo- 
luntarily debaſe himſelf to enter into an open con- 
flict with a Preſbytery, or be tempted, without un- 
precedented incitements, to expoſe their iniquity 
and immorality, however horrid. 

Under the influence of theſe ſentiments, I have 
condeſcended to the moſt generous and forgiving 


terms of accommodating all my differences, that 


by their own intatuation and error have been crea- 
ted with the two reverend preſhyteries of Edin. 
burgh and of Biggar ; but all with ſo little ſucceſs, 
that I verily believe a diſcharge of the whole thou- 
ſand pounds Sterling, of which one of theſe reve- 
rend bodies have defrauded me, by a ſcheme of 
downright premeditated falſchood and robbery, 
would not appeaſe the other, and far leſs inſpire 


either of theſe preſbyteries with humility to ac- 


knowledge my favour in forgiving them. 

Jam theretore conſtrained ſliortly to ſtate the 
matter and occaſion of our differences before this 
reverend and honourable court, whole regard to our 
own honour, as well as to the future credit of our 

| inferior 
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inferior courts, requires our auimadverſion upon 


the ſtrange proceedings now to be related; ſeeing 
it is alledged that an approbation of the moſt un- 
Juſt and criminal of theſe proceedings was obtained 
from our predeceſſors in this Synod, which indeed 
might either ſurreptitiouſly, or per incuriam, pais 
in our common form of atteſting preſbytery- books, 
without any ſcrious attention. 

The caſe of the reverend preſbytery of Biggar 
is this: The moft munificeut and moſt ſuperiti- 
tious father and ſon, patrons of a parith within 
their territory, and being alſo heritors of ahnoſt 
the whole parith, were pleaſed to conſult the pret- 
bytery in the application of ſome vacant ſtipends 
falling due in the parith ; and thete patrons, wit!y 
the knowledge or by the direction of that court, 


applied theſe vacant ſtipends, and mortzfied large 


fums of money over and above them, for ſupplying 
every pious uſe within the pariſh. After this, 
the preſhytery took a conceit into their head to 
call every other patron in their bounds alſo to ac- 


count to them for their reſpective vacant ſtipends; 


but not one of theſe patrons were ſo fooliſh as ever 
to account to that court. Upon this refuſal, tlie 
reverend preſhytery were pleaſed to complain to 
the Lords of Seſſion, not of theſe other patrons 
who would not account, but of the only gentleman 


who, at their fight, had applied any of his vacaur 


ſtipends; and they aflerted, per verba ſacerdotum, 
that neither he, nor his father, had, from the be- 
ginning of prefbytery, ever applied one ſixpence 
of them to pious uſes ; and therefore they prayed 
the adminiſtration might be put into tlieir hands. 
At that time, this gentleman's affairs, to whom 1 
now ſucceed, were under ſome embaraſiment ; ten 
thouſand pounds Sterling of his money was Jock'd 


up 


R 

up entirely from is own uſe; and in theſe cireum- 
ſlances, the adminiſtration of the vac ant ftipends, 
which had been, tome once, {ome twice, {ome thrice 
over- paid, was committed to the preſbytery; upon 
which theſe pious adminittrators ſeized once more 
as much of the gentleman” s cath as would anfwer 
the whole vacancies that had ever happened, back- 
ward as far as the beginning of their records and. 
further; and to aggravate their guilt, they exacted 
this money ſeven years after, by the act reſtoring; 
patronages, the pretbytery's power, if ever they 
any had, over vacaut ſtipends, was abolifthed ; and 
when, even before they had got hold of the money, 
they had judicially found, that all the pious uſes 
within the pariſh were, by former payments, or by 
the larger benefactions of the patron, abundantly 
tupplied, in ſo much that, without the expence of 
an unanimous preſbyterial lie, in atteſting à no- 
torious falſehood, for the benefit of a member, 
they could not deviſe an uſe for their ſpoil. 

If in my conſcience I could really be perſuaded, 
tliat the reverend preſpytery of Biggar are Prei er 
W of my geueroircy or charity, in a g 
ent of fact # ium as L. 1c Sterzing, lntiz 5 
the amount of the article as at this day, I thoutd 
chearfully ſubmit to the Joſs; or if any form or 
ſhadow of defence or apology can be made for 
Fuch ung godty adminiſtration, I fhall fuitain it + 
but as the ingenuity of the beſt lawyers confulted 
for them hath hitherto been able to ſug ggeſt no 
ſuch defence againſt the action of repetition 1 
have been contra ained to raiſe againſt them, before 
I proceed therefore in this action to diſgrace a 
whole preſbytery of very unaccountable men, in 
the parliament-liouſe, as more guilty than a band 
of indigent, necetlitons, and therefore exculabie 
highwa ymen 
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higlwraymen and ſheepſtealers, I have thought it 


my duty to refer the matter to this reverend court, 
hoping you will interpoſe, and order our brethren, 
the vicious intromitters, either to replace the mo- 
ney ſo wrongfully abſtracted, in manifeſt con- 
tempt and violation both of ſpirit and letter of tlie 
eight commandment, or otherwiſe perſuade me 
that it is my duty not to aſk reſtitution. If you 
decline to meddle, I may ſtill eaſily recover my 
money another way; but the conſequence of your 
obliging me unwillingly to proſecute our brethren 
at common law for a juſt claim, muſt be to confirm 
the reſt of the world in a perſuaſion, that we 
churchmen, in our inferior church courts, arbi - 
trarily diſpenſe with all laws of God and man, or, 
at leaſt, exeem our good ſelves, virtute H cli, from 
their obligntion. | 

I now go forward, more nude to gate what 
relates to the more reverend preſbytery of Edin- 
burgh ; for here I need only refer you to the firſt 
authentic narrative of their proceedings, publiſh- 
ed after a review and correction of three of its own. 
moſt erudite and faithful ſons ; the verity of all 
which is till, proveable by every one of its indi- 
vidual members. In general, you know, that ſome 
of the moſt defſerved'y popular brethren had 
been guilty of certain injurions and ungrateful - 
miſdemeanours, but of which I had forgiven them, 
and, upon my remiſſion 'pleaded by them, they 


_ weredifiniſſed in the commullary-court, as pardon 


ed criminals. Upon my refuſal to proſecute theſe 


offending brethren to depoſition, the preſbytery 


were pleaſed to encourage one of them + fatly to 
deny the guilt, which, they knew, he had extraju- 
dicially confeſſed; and the other brother 3, by ter- 
Meſſ. Carmichael, Jardine, and Blair. 


wy Mr James W alker. Mr Alexander Webſter. 
| ror 
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ror of cenſure, notwithſtanding my pardon, they 
diſcouraged from an open confeſſion of the truth, 
which he at firſt had promiſed ; and thereafter, 
upon his refuſal to ſpeak out the truth, in ſpite of 
my heart, and in my abſence, the preſbytery car- 
ried on a mock-procets at my inſtance, in the con- 
cluſion of which, after a ſeries ot the molt ſtupid 
and ludicrous blunders, they pronounced a ſen- 
tence, ſalſe, ſcandalous and injurious, to uſe their 
own ſoft and mannerly epithets to a memorial 
which they ſaw inſtructed by the molt apparent 
demonſtration and evidence lying before their 
eyes, and obvious to the weakeit underſtanding. 

I repeat the preciſe words and ſenſe of the moſt 
ſagacious and reſerved members“ of that pretby- 
tery, judicially uttered, when I ſay, that the con- 
tinued courſe of blunders upon blunders they paſted 
thro' was ſuch, that, for the honour of the court, 
they withed the whole minutes were cancelled, 
leſt, if we of the Synod ſhould ever review them, 
it might be thought neceſſary to exauctorate the 
metropolitan pre{bytery.of.its juriidiction, or ap- 
point aſſeſſors and correſpondents for their aſſiſt- 
ance.” Others, you know, proceeded to ſpeak of 
the demerit of their crimes in ignominious and 
ſanguinary language 1 am aſhamed to repeat. 

At a rump diet of our laſt Synod, here not one 
of ſix members were preſent, I oitercd an abridge- 


ment of the authentic printed narratives, wich, 


for diſabuiing poſterity, if ever any ſhould think it 
worth while to read the falſe, ſelf-contradictory 
and abſurd records, I deſired might alfo be record- 


ed; or otherwile, I wiſhed rather that both records 


narratives, memorials, minutes, decrees, &c. &c. 
zthould all be burnt z camwulo, & cum fligmate, by 


* Mr Robert Kinloch, c. | 7 
. | public 
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public authority, if that miglrt be a mean of wi- 
ping off the reproach from that court, whoſe di- 
rectors are certainly very extraordinary men. 

Your compliance with either of theic alterna- 
tives is all the modeſt requeſt that I am now again 
to repeat upon the whole, from a principle of un- 
feigned and conſtant affection I have for the in- 
=» <lividnal members. | | 

To ſay no more, the proceedings of theſe two 
laſt rump diets of our Synod were ſo diſhonour- 
. able and preſbyterial like, that I am perſuaded 

1 we ſhonld with they had the ſame fate with the 
Edinburgh preſbytery records. 

The firit of theſe diets was opened with ſuch a 
| E wrathful declamation as I never before heard, and 
3D ſhall never again with to hear from the mouth of 
1 the ſpritely gentleman now at the helm *, againſt 
our poor innocent puſillanimous preſbytery of 

Linhthgow, “ As guilty of conduct ſo barbarous, 

ſo unjuſt, ſo illegal, ſo tyrannous, ſo unchriſtian, 

ſo uncxampled, but in Portugal and Rome, that, 

1 - If tolerated, he would boaſt no more the privi- 
| leges of a Britiſh ſubject, Cc. — —Soon after him 
- another grave and venerable old father +, loudly, 
| without contradiction, pronounced the whole 

| | -clergy, . Scandalous, ſcaudalous, ſcandalous !"* 

| | Laſt. of all, upon the averment of a groſs lie, 
} [  -whick-was afterwards ſigned by fonr or five reve- 
rend members 4, and yet lies in vetemis, I uſed the 

freedom of calling theſe liars by their proper 
3 names, after I had preſented the abridgment, 
which, in imitation of ſome directors of the Ediu- 
burgh preſbytery, is writ, indeed, in as wild and 

* Mr Gilbert Hamilton. + Mr William Carlile. 


+ Meſl. Thomas Turnbull, David Plenderleatb, George 


Wiſhart, George Lindſay, Robert Hamilton, and William 
Withart. 
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inſolent ſtyle as correſponds to their temper, and 
to the more wild and inſolent enormities there 
narrated, However, the ſubſtance, and all the facts 
related are true and undeniable ; but, at the ſame 
time, then, and now, I admit that the reſpectable 
body, (as they were called), of the Edinburgh preſ- 
bytery, is not a proper ſubject of diſcipline ; and 
I as heartily pardon them jointly and ſeverally, 
as I did the original delinquents. 

The manner of proceeding upon this abridg- 
ment was ſomething new, and I believe even un- 
exampled in the Old-kirk ifle ; for the members 
themſelves of the Edinburgh preſbytery, ſtanding 
accuſed of crimes which themſelves, not I, pro- 
nounced no leſs than capital, were called up, in- 
ſtead of pannels, to be judges in their own caule, 
and actually had the aſſurance, fo many of them, 
to take their ſeats as judges; and not only fo, but 
they brought in alſo, at next diet, a tribe of other 
judges under paſſive obedience, who, with them- 
ſelves, abſolved themſelves, and condemned the 
memorial and memorialiſt, re pror/us inaudita : for 
ſome of the judges honeſtly confeſſed to me ſince, 
that they knew nothing of the matter, and others, 
even while the rolls were calling for the vote, 
were heard to call aloud for direction from a re- 
verend brother at ſome diſtance, “How are we to 
vote?“ The truth is, that neither one nor another 
of them had heard one word of the cauſe on 
which they were to vote. Unhappy Britain, if 
lives and liberties were under the power of ſuch 

ignorant and corrapted judg es! | 


 Pudet hec opprobia nobis, | 9 
Et dic: potuiſſe, & non potuiſſe refelli. 


| David Dieksox. 
B | I am 
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Wt am told, that in order to ſecure the privilege 

of a reading of this memorial, it is neceſſary that 
I take my ſeat as member in the court, fince mem- 
bers have peculiar privileges above all other fel- 
low men, However, in the ſame hour I take it, I 
mult beg the privilege of leaving it inſtantly after 
your judgment is given, until ſuch happy time 
as the ſpirit of honour and piety, which animates 
many individual members of the Edinburgh preſby- 
tery, be more univerſally diffuſed through the col- 
lective bodies of our inferior eccleſiaſtical courts, 


The clerk ſhall be furniſhed with copies of this for 
the members, and of the narratives too, if there | 
are any extant. 


I forgot to obſerve, that the whole memorable 
res geſta before related, with reſpect to the Big. 
gar preſbytery, is inſtructed by their own records. 
If they had foreſeen this inquiry, perhaps 
their eccleſiaſtical prudence would, for preven- 
tion, have directed them, as it did once their ſiſ- 
ter preſbytery of Edinburgh, to expunge all the 
true hiſtory, and within locked doors occultly in- 
ſert a fabulous tale of a tub, calculated for their 
own moſt honourable juſtification for I cannot 
ſo far injure the reſpectable body of the Edinburgh 
preſbytery, as to ſuppoſe the greater veracity of 
the other would have reſtrained them from ſuch 
an inſtance of prudent precaution ; eſpecially, 
ſeeing I find that without ſcruple of conſcience the 
Biggar preſbytery, to ſupport their fraudulent 
claim gave out a lying extract, which has no exiſt- 
ence in the original record. 

Who, my fathers, and my brethren in the faith 
and hope of the goſpel, who of us are to anſwer 

tor all theſe wickedneſſes in the day of the Lord? 
| Not 
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Not I, nor I, will every one of us wiſh to ſay in the 
better work, where all preſbyterial affociations 
are diſbanded. Happy if our apolopies are there 
ſuſtained; and that our legendary records be never 
brought to remembrance ſo fur above and 6500 
the woful ſecnes of action. 

The Synod, at this period, was not yet ſo far loſt 
to all ſenſe of honour and v irtue, as to difmiſs this 
memorial; xwemso repente' fit turpiſſimus ;- but they re- 
terred the conſideration of it to next Synod in 
May 1752 ; and at that meeting of the Synod, the 
court again poſtponed the review of all the tranſ- 
actions of the preceding ſynods, but allowed Dr 


Dickſon the honour of being again inrolled and 


continued in his ſeat in the Synod, as then only 
a ruling elder, folemuly atteſted as in all reſpects 
qualified according to what 1s requires * the me- 
morable a& 1722. 

From May 1752 to b 1757, e 
conſiderable was determined either in the Synod 
or in the Court of Seſſion, concerning any of the 


matters contained in the preceding memorial; and 


then a report of the following tenor was put in 
to the Synod. 


SYNOD in November 187. 


RkroR r in the Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale, by 


the Committee of their number appointed to reviſe 
the regiſters, and inquire into the judicial proceed- 
ings of the Preſbytery of Biggar. 


| * preſbytery of Biggar, being of the 300 


wiſe and eminent orthodox divines in the 


church; well know, that, by the fundamental laws 


of the conſtitution, they are indiſpenſably obliged 
to SEP an exact record of all their proceedings, 
B 2 | | to. 


—— — — «7 
L — — 


— 22 
— — 


— — ‚—ũ7 UT U Uö:i—ẽ . —— — — — — ary 
- 
— — — —— 2 — . — 


| 
3 


| ih 20 1 
to be reviewed by this Synod ; and, in conformity 


to this conſtitutional law, they have moſt accu- 
rately recorded an account of every tranſaction 


and deliberation had by them concerning the va- 


cant ſtipend of the pariſhes of Broughton and 
Biggar: but at the ſame time they have. boldly 
ventured to cancel or omit from their regiſter, - 
not one article only, but the whole laſt ſeven 


. years hiſtory of their moſt marvellous proceed. 


ings concerning the vacant ſtipend of Wallton. 
This criminal defect in their regiſter, when ju- 
dicially required, the preſbytery refuſed to ſup- 
ply, that ſo they may ſtill have it in their power. 
as they have hitherto done for a long courſe of 
years, to maintain facts in the Court of Seſſion 
concerning theſe vacant ſtipends, which, for their 
own ſafety and honour, they know muſt be diſ- 
claimed at the bar of the 8 ynod. 
In a civil action, which is depending before that 
Court, reſtitution is demanded by Walſton's heir, 
and refuſed by the preſbytery, of a large ſum of 
money proved to have been exacted by them 
wrongfully out of the price of Waliton's eitate, 


on pretence of vacant ſtipends ; which, by their 
own preceding records, appears to have been twice 


paid: and in default of evidence from the later 
regiſters concerning the merits of that procets, the 
whole minutes of the judicial proceedings in it 
are produced to the committee, and now exhibi- 
ted before the Synod ; and j articularly an apo- 
logy offered for tlie preſbytery, in a paper-wri- 
ting, ſubſcribed in their name, and put in for 
them to the Court of Seſſion, under the title of 
Anſwers for the Preſtytery of Biggar, 1756. 
The committee have molt carefully reviſed theſe 
minutes and anſwers, and have compared them 
attentively with tle prelbyteryrecords in pre- 
ceding 


T n 1 
_ eeding years, to which they refer for ae 
and after frequent and ſerious conference with 
the moſt intelligent members of the preſhytery, 
and other judicious brethren of this Synod, upon. 
the ſubject-matter of this report, the committee 
finds it clearly inſtructed, That John Baillie of 
Walſton, and Chriſtopher Baillie of Walſton his 
_ father, both now deceaſed, were the only patrons 
in the whole united prethytery of Peebles and 
Biggar who did ever condeſcend to be directed by 
the preſbytery, or account to them for the appli- 
cation of any vacant ſtipends, and theſe patrons 
did indeed leave the adminiſtration of. their va- 
cant ſtipends to the preſbytery it{elf : That, over 
and above the vacant ſtipends applied at the ſight 
and direction of the prefſbytery, theſe patrons vo- 
luntarily mortified more money to pious uſes in 
the pariſh and preſbytery, than all the other pa- 
trons together: That when a ſinall part of this 
money, ſo generouſly mortified, was only wanted 
by the preſbytery, inſtead of ſeeking it from the 
tenants, of whom it might eaſily be been re- 
covered, the preſbytery directed perſonal diligence 
to be executed againſt John Baillie of Walſton 
himſelf, then under great diſorder of mind, occa- 
fioned by the barbarities of the preſbytery, and 
employed ſeveral meſſengers to hunt after him 
with a caption over the whole country ; by whom 
he was chaſed into a tanctuary, and there remain - 
ed, in a {tate of lunacy and impriſonment, till 
the day of his death: That, about the ſame pe- 
riod, the miniſter and kirk-ſeflion borrowed from 
Walſton four filver.communion-cups, Cc. upon a 
ſolemn written obligation ro return them, which 
they never meant to fullil: That, alter Walſton's 
confinement, in ſuch calamitous circum? ' nces of 
B 3 GAL: Abi TINY 
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Adabilltyt to auer for himſelf, and no ſooner, 
the preſbytery having ſecreted their own records, 
did ſolemnly and judicially, in the name of God, 
deny every ſingle payment thereby inſtructed to 
have been made by Walſton and his father; and 
thereupon did claim full payment from his eſtate 
of every ſixpence of ſtipend that had been due in 
the pariſh of Walſton during all the vacancies 
that had happened from the Revolution down- 
wards; and in ſupport of this claim, they forged 
falſe minutes from records that never exiſted :: 
That, after the preſbytery had, upon ſach proof, 
perſuaded the doers for Walſton , that theſe vacant 
ſtipends were really refting unpaid, the preſby- 
tery did yet refuſe to allow the offered applica- 
tion of them to any pious uſes within the pariſh; 
but, on the contrary, they ſacrilegiouſly transfer- 
red and alienated the whole ſam from a pious uſe, 
to be a fund to augment the miniſter's ſtipend 
in time coming: That, for this purpoſe, they, in 
the charactex of legal adminiſtrators for the poor, 
did apply that money, though they uplifted it 
from the price of Waliton's eſtate in the purcha- 
ſer's hands, only ſix years after their right of ad- 
miniſtration, if they ever any had, was by law 
aboliſhed: That the ſum of money ſo uplifted did 
amount, at Martinmas 1752, to L. 994, 9 5. Ster- 
ling; an immenſe ſum indeed ! of which the preſ- 
bytery have rohbed that price, upon a premedita- | 
ted ſcheme of forgery, falſehood, and ſacrilege, 
deliberately perpetrated in judicial form, after 
invocation of the divine preſence and bleſſing up- 
on their proceedings: That, by the tenor of the 
receipt granted for that money, every ſingle mem- 
ber of the preſbytery then being, has ſubjected 
Himſelf * ene to the yu claim of reititution, 

ö which 
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which ariſes f in conſequence of ſuch an illegal EX» 
action : That every preſent member ſince that 


time ordained, by ſifting themſelves defenders of 


ſuch monſtrous proceedings, are, in like manner, 
liable, at leaſt for the loſs ſuffered: by the outhe 
of the money through their fault: and therefore 
the committee is of opinion, that one and all of 
the preſbytery ought to be required and com- 
manded by the Synod, under pain of perpetual 
depoſition, to reſtore the money, with all its in- 
tereſt, inſtantly to Walſton's righteous heir; lea- 
ving it to themſelves, as fellow-criminals, to ſettle 
their mutual reliefs, according to the reſpective 
degrees of their guilt : and the four coummunion- 
cups.ought alſo to be reſtored. The committee 
find every article of the defences and anſwers 
for the preſbytery falſe, inconſiſtent, and contra- 
dictory to their own records; and the committee 
is aſſured, that the preſbytery mean to difclaim 
them ; which ſhould be required judicially to be 
done at the bar of the Synod, if they are ſincere 
in theſe profeſſions.“ 

What other cenſure the preſbytery may juſtly 
deſerve, it is hoped will be remitted upon the in- 
terceſſion of the gentleman injured, 

In ſupport of the opinion here reported, the 
committee think fit to publiſh the following ex- 
cerpts, copied from the pr eſbytery-records, lying; 


on the Synod table ;. after it 1s only obſerved, that 


the whole diſpute does indeed depend upon the 
agreement of thefe copies with tlie . re- 
cords. a 

If the copies are genuine, the preſbytery are not 
hardy enough, as they pretend, to conteſt longer 
the juſtice of the purſuer's claim of reſtitution; 


but with their own principal. records in their 
hands, 


1 
hands, they all along, in their defences and an- 
fvers before the Court of Seſſion, have confident- 
ty aſſerted, that the narratives, ſaid to be excerpted 
by the purſuer from theſe records, are no where 
to be found in them. A production therefore of 
theſe records was required by the purſuer in the 
Court of Seſſion; but the preſbytery refuſed to 
comply with the firſt or ſecond order of Court: 
and at length letters of diligence were iſſued, or- 
dering them to be peremptorily exhibited, under 
pain of impriſonment. The purſuer had too much 
generoſity to caſt a whole preſbytery into a tol- 
booth, upon any conſideration ; ſo he intruſted 
theſe letters with Mr Buchanan their moderator, 
upon his faith pledged, either to produce the re- 
cords, or put the diligence in a meſſenger's hands: 
but, inſtead of doing either, he was pleaſed, with 
the approbation of the preſbytery, to retire, and 
lock up both the records and the letters of dili- 
gence in the manſe of Covington, till the warrant 
for execution was expired. So that, to this hour, 
the production in the Court of Seffion has deen 
avoided. Whether theſe arts proceeded from a 

conſciouſneſs of innocence or guilt, the Synod will 
judge; and a compariſon of the prefhytery's re- 
cords with their unrecorded aufwers, will further 

illuſtrate. | 


Follow the Excerpts copied from the Records. 

Chriſtopher Baillie of Walſton, beſides the whole 
pariſh of Walſton, of which he was heritor to a 
trifle, had a ſmall inheritance in Biggar pariſh ; 
and after a firſt and ſecond mortification granted 
by him for poor {ſcholars dn that pariſh,.the ſeſſion, 
by a deed, inferted in their records, 22d ve pres 
1660, ta their public gratitude: „ And,” 


: 


1 
their own words, „ as they reverence the Lord's 
wonderful providence therein, ſo do they accept 
c of, and receive with all thankfulneſs from the 
„ gentleman the ſaid mortification, for the uſes 
above mentioned, and faithfully engage them- 
«« ſelves to fulfil the pious conditions thereof,” &c. 

In the year 1690, the preſbytery of Biggar was 
not a diſtinct preſbytery, but united with Peebles ; 
and in the record of that united preſbytery, Mr 
Patrick Anderſon miniſter at Walſton, is, upon 
the 20th of May this year, mentioned as a preſent 
member. | 

September 24. 16917. Mr Brown is ordained mi- 
niſter at Walſton ; ſo that, at any rate, no more 
than half a year's vacant ſtipend could poſſibly be 
due. But there is not the leaſt mention in the 
record, either of Mr Anderſon's death, nor of the 
declaration of the vacancy of the kirk. 

October 29. 1691. The heritors (viz. Chriſtopher 
Baiilie of Walton, and James Harper, a ſmall 
fever under him) deſire a viſitation of kirk and 
manfe ; which the united preſbytery appoint. 

December 2. 'The workmen find in all 288 Merks 
neceſſary for reparation ; which the preſbytery ap- 
prove, and appoint that expence to be allowed. 

It appears alſo from the record, that the preſ- 
bytery, conſidering (as they lay) the Jaws and acts 
of parliarcnt, allowing the reparation of manſes 
primo loco out of the vacaut fin ends, Cc. did ap- 
point half a year's vacant ſtipend 1691, for the 
reparaticn of the manſe of Doiphington, 

May 1692. The preſbytery of Biggar was dif- 
joined from Peebles, and erected into a ſeparate 
preſbytery by itſelf: and from this period only 
did the record of the preſlytery of Biggar begin. 


September 23. 1696. Mr Brown is tranſported 
| | 10 
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to Kilbucho, and Walſton declared vacant on Sik 


29th. 


September 28. 1 699. The preſbytery of Biggar 
appoint a committee of their number to converſe 
with John Baillie of Walſton, now returned from 
England, anent planting of the kirk. | 

Jolm, upon his father Chriitopher's death, had 


ſucceeded to the eſtate 22e 1694, In Summer 1696 


he went to England, and returned only in Harveſt 
1699; during all which period, ſack a famine 
continued in that country, that, of his eſtate of 
L. 500 Sterling yearly, it appears, by the depoſi- 
tion of his factor and ſervants, that he received 
not above L. 100, during the whole three years of 
his abſence ; and his factor ſwears, that none of 
theſe vacant ſtipends were accounted for, not even 
the rent itſelf due to the maſter. 

October 19. The committee report Walſton's ar 
lingneſs to have the kirk planted. And, 


April 24. 1700, Upon this day Mr Kellie was or- 
dained. 


September 12. The viſitors and workmen appoint- 
ed to viſit the kirk and manſe, find L. 402, 10 s. 
neceſſary for reparations; which they appoint with 
all expedition to be uplifted, according to law, 
from the heritors, and expended. 

Mr Kellie deponed, That the tenants, not Wal- 
ſton, were liable to pay the ſtipend : and it was 
not now pretended, nor indeed poſlible, that any 
of it had been uplifted in the preceding dear years ; 
ſo the expences of reparation were impoſed with- 
out any reſpect to theſe vacant ſtipends; as the 
abatement and relief given to the tenants by not 
exacting them was the moit pious uſe to which 
they could be applied. i 

January 2. 1701. After due advertiſement, the 

preſbytery 
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preſbytery met this day at Walſton, for a parochial 
viſitation of the pariſh ; when, upon inquiry, they 
find an inventory only of four ſilver communion- 
cups, &c. then ſtill retained both in the property 
and poſſeſſion of the laird, who allowed the uſe 
of them on neceſſary occaſions, in mere compli- 
ment to the ſeſſion and pariſh. They next inquire 
into every claim competent againſt Walſton, with 
the greateſt accuracy, according to the known 
deſign of ſuch parochial viſitations, and the ex- 
preſs appointment of an act of the preceding Af. 
ſembly, 1700; but they find no vacant ſtipend due, 
nor any thing elſe, beſides the ſum of L. 1000 Scots 
of mortification to a ſchoolmaſter, and L. 1000 
more mortified by him and his father to the uſe 
of the poor: concerning all which, the miniſter 
and ſeſſion are directed moſt minutely to “ count 
and reckon with the laird for bygone annual- 
c rents, and to endeavour to get further ſecurity 

cc for that poor's money than a perſonal bond.” 
April 21. 1701. Mr Kellie repreſented, That the 
laird had not repaired the kirk and manſe; and 
therefore he deſigned immediately to purſue him, 
according to law, to make the reparations good. 
February 25. 1903. Upon acall given to Mr Kellie 
from Glenholm, a committee was appointed to 
converſe with Walſton anent every grievance com- 
plained of by Mr Kellie. And now the reparation 
muſt have been long ere this time fultilled ; for 
it was not ſo much as mentioned; but only, 1/7, It 
was aſked of the laird, If ever he would hear or 
countenance Mr Kellie ? To which he anfwered, 
He never would hear him. 2/y, Whether he would 
eaſe him of the grievance as to the way of lifting 
his {ſtipend from the tenants ! He ſaid, He never 
would. 340, If ever be threatened Mr Kellie's 
| perion ? 


£7. 8-3 
_ perſon? Anſwered, He did not, nor had any malice 
againſt him; but if he was not a miniſter, he 
would be revenged of him. Hereupon Mr Kellie 
was tranſported. And from this zra Walſton be- 
came the object, not of Mr Kellie's, but of the 
preſbytery” s'inveterate vengeance. 

April 1702. The third Sabbath the kirk of Wal- 
fton is declared vacant. 

September 30. Appoint a committee to converſe 
with the laird anent planting the kirk, repairing 
the kirk and manſe, and the money mortified to 

the poor. 

No claim for vacant Ripenids. But now to pre- 
vent them with kindneſs, while yet there were but | 
two terms due, lying in the tenants hands, and : 

| little of it diſpoſed of, Walſton devolves the care | 
[ and adminiſtration of them, in the firſt inſtance, 
directly on the preſbytery. For, 
Noyember 11. 1702. The committee report, That 
every article deſired ſhould be performed, Cc. and 
the manſe repaired as ſoon as the weather permit- 
ted. And further, Walſton, of his own condeſcen- 
fon, “ told, that there was little of the vacant 
ſtipend as yet diſpoſed of, and that he was con- 
! tent to take the preſbytery's advice anent the diſ- 
| | poſal of them ;* io they report; and that he thould 08 | 
agree to any man to be miniſter they pleated to 
1 chuſe, &c. 
$7 January 6. 1704. The ited, in virtue of 
| the powers given them by Walſton, appoint Mr 
Sandilands to © inquire aboitt the vacant ſtipends, 
and all the other brethren are defired to tearch 
abont the vacant Apen of their reſective pa- 
riſhies.“ 
April 12. Mr Sandilands having i::quired of the 
tenants what vacant ſtipends were due, reports, 
| that, 
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that, according to inſormation, there is then only 
L. 100 of them diſburſed upon the manſe and 


church. 
June 22. Appoint a parochial viſitation at Wal- 


ſton. 

July 6. This day, at the viſitation, when now ai 
year and half vacant ſtipends were due in the 
tenants hands, the preſhytery inquire concerning 
them, and find that the greater part is indiſpoſed 
of; upon which they impoſe L. 302: 14: 8, for re- 
pairing tlie church and manſe; which ſum James 
Harper, tlie feuer, for his intereſt, and Andrew 
Aitken, and James Lawſon, Cc. did inſtantly 
oblige themſelves to advance for theſe reparations; 
and the preſbytery declared nana es Kaden 
with their obligation. 

This Andrew Aitken, James 1 c. were 
Walſton's tenants, bound in payment of the va- 
cant ſtipends, as Mr Kellie depones, and as their 
tacks produced do inſtruct: and from theſe tenants 
the preſbytery not only receive part of their vacant 
ſtipends, in the firſt inſtance, but, while the va- 
cancy is yet ſubſiſting, they aſſumed the power of 
the patron himſelf, devolved npon them by Wal- 


__ ſton, and declare their own right to uplitt from 


the tenants, and apply the reinainder that from 
time to time might fall due: © Butt prejudice ( ſays 
their record) to the preſbytery at any time here- 
after to call for an exact account of the vacant ſti- 
pend of this pariſh, and to beſtow the ſame upon 
ſuch pious uſes, according to act of eee 
as they (hall foe fit.” 

It is abſolutely impoſſible to know what further 
intromiſſions this preſbytery had with the few 
more vacant ſtipends that might poſſibly be due 
by the tenants, ſince their records are {© imper- 
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| fectly kept: however, as certainly Walfton was 


debarred from the intromiſſion, ſo they certainly 
rendered themſelves liable in law and juſtice, by 
fach unexampled arrogance, to account to Wal- 
ſton, and all concerned, for every ſixpence after- 
wards falling due, whether really uplifted, or ſuf-. 
fered by their negligence to periſh in the tenants 
hands. 

As for Walſton, in this inquiſitorial meeting, 
they couſidered him as having no earthly intereſt 
in the vacant ſtipends; nor, while they preſumed 
to call for this account from the tenants, did they 
give him the leaſt intimation of it in the letter 
written to him, as their minutes bear, by the mo- 
derator in preſentia, and delivered to be forwarded 
by Lamington, then providentially preſent; in 
which letter they have the aſſurance only ta de- 
mand additional ſecurity for the poor's money 
mortified by himſelf or father. 

Auguſt 3. 1704. An order given to a committee 
to converſe with Walſton, not anent the vacant. 
{tipends, under their own adminiſtration, but for 
further ſecurity of the poor's money. 

- Auguſt 31. The committee report, that Walſton. 
would give no further ſecurity for ſuch a trifling 
ſum. ; 

. The preſbytery appoint a committe to require 
the ſeſſion of Walſton either to ſet about ſecur- 
ing that money, (as they ſpeak); or devolve the 
right on the preſbytery ; and certify them, that 
the ſeſſion will otherwiſe be liable for the money. 

September 28. The committee report, that the 
ſeſſion retufed immediately to comply, but pro- 
miſed to write to Walſton: whereupon the preſ- 
bytery order one of their number to meet again 

with 
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with the ſeſſion, and fee the letter immedia tely 


written, to ſubſcribe it himſelf, and ſend it imme- 


diately to Walſton. 


November 16. The member reported, that“ he 


had not conveniency to ſubſcribe the letter.“ The 


preſbytery appoint him to meet again with the 
{eflion, and ſubſcribe it as ſoon as pothble. 
December 14. The moderator reports, that he 


Had convened the ſeſſion of Walton, and ſubſcri- 
'bed the letter. 


January 17. x 705. The preſbytery and ſeſſion pitch 


npon Mr Thomas Linuing to be miniſter atW alfton, 
and appointed the mioder ator to write to Walſton. 


January 25. The preſbytery received, as they 
ſay, Walſton's anſwer; of what import, is not {aid ; 
however, they proceed to appoint a moderation of 
a call to Mr Linning. | 

May 10. Mr Linning 1s ordained winner at 
Walſton. 

1706. Though the following letter from the 
miniſter to Walſton wants a date, yet it mult have 
Leen written about midſummer this year. 


< HONOURABLE SIR, 

You may remember I acquainted you ſome time 
ago with our deſign anent a communion, and 
thereupon did earneſtly intreat that you might 
deliver up to us theſe four ſilver cups, with other 
things requiſite for that occaſion, viz. the two 
plates, table-cloth, and tokens : but underſtanding; 
tomething of your jealouſy, that you are jealons - 


we will not return them, though I mutt ſay you 


have ne ground for this jealouſy ; yet, to remove 
the ſame, I do hereby bind and oblige myſelf to 
deliver up the foreſaid materials again to your cu- 
ſtody, upon our receipt of them. This, in name 
C2 and 
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and at the appointment of the ſeſſion, is written 
and ſubſcribed by, S n, 
| Tour humble ſeroant, 
| Thomas LINNING.” 


3 Honourable Sir, J aſſure myſelf that you will not 
| delay to deliver them up, and ſo hereby retard our 
Lord's work. 


4 | Directed, To the Laird of Walſton. 


June 20. 1706. The preſbytery ordained the ſeſ- 

ſion of Walſton to proceed againſt Walſton in di- 
| ligence for the mortified money ; with certifica- 
is tion, that they, the ſeſſion, will be liable for ne- 
glect. 

It appears from the records too, that the preſ- 
{if bytery now, and for a courſe of ſeveral preceding 
I! years, had kept Waliton under a continnal per- 
ſecution, for his entertainment of his coufin-ger- 
8 mans, whom the preſbytery ſuſpected to be Roman 
Catholics, and for his marriage, out of the church, 
with an Engliſh lady. The minutes of their pro- 
ceeding on which matters alnoſt fill a folio vo- 
lame of their records, and will aſcertain their real 


{ | tpirit and character, to any that have patience to 
b read them, much better than the ſabſcription of 
1 an orthodox confeſſion of faith. Iuter alia, they 


{ required a legal proof, as they call it, that the 
17 lady's firſt huſband was dead; but they rejected 
1 tlie teſtimony of the Laird of Lamington, of the 
1 lady herſelf, of Sir Robert Miln, the gentleman's 
EY father, of Mr Clark of Glendorch, who offered to 
F depone on the bible that he ſaw him buried at 
Stoneberg, tc. Cc. as inſuflicient to prove it. And 
14 hough no mortal ever pretended to ſay he was 
F; alive, yet the preſby tery diſcharged Walſton's fur- 
4 Fey 
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ther cohabitation with his lady, till a hre legal 


document, as the record ſpeaks, of his death was 


produced. What this legal document is, the preſ- 
bytery may yet ſay ; for ſurely the teſtimouey of- 
fered is more certain than the teſtimony of a 
thouſand departed ſpirits returning from the dead. 

Auguſt 15. Walſton before the preſbytery pro- 
duced a letter, which was read, ſhewing, that Mr 
Miln's father, and all his relations, had gone into 
mourning for him five years ago, Cc. Cc. 

« Waliton being removed, and the preſbytery 
conſidering what was offe1 ed for their ſatisfaction 


anent Mr Milu” s death, c. are of opinion , that 


they are no legal proof; and appoant. him to clear 
theſe things legally againſt next. preſhytery-day; 
with certification,” ve, 

September 12. 1706. Walſton compear ed, and 
further evidence of Mr Miln's death was akked; 
but he had none to pgive.. Being removed, a mew- 
ber told the preſbytery privately, that he had feen 
a teſtificate of Mr Miln's death: but the preſby- 
tery not ſatisfied with this, renewed their order 
on Walſton, © to document theſe things.” 

Now alſo the Seſſion devolve the power of pro- 
ſecuting Walſton for the poor's money on the 
preſbytery; for this good reaſon, that the ruling 
elders of the ſeſſion, as tenants, owed Walſton 


much more rent than was ſaifticient to pay the 
-bond, and therefore. they could not proceed in 
Hllpence at their own initance, as the preſbytery 


had commanded. 

Walſton produced a . ſigned by Sir 
Robert Min the father, c. The matter referred 
to the Synod, „ before the preſbytery came to a 
final concluſton thereof:” And, in the mean time, 
Mr Sandlilands, one of their number, was ordered 
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to proſecute Walſton for the poor's money, and 
report his diligence each preſbytery-day. 

November 28. Mr Sandilands reported, That he 
had taken out horning and inhibition upon the 
bond. The preſbytery approve his diligence, and 
appoint him to go on. 

December 26. Reports, That the horning and 
inhibition are execute ; which the preſbytery ap- 
prove, and appoint him to proceed. 

January 22. 1707. Reports, That he is going 
on in diligence againſt Walſton, according to ap. 
pointment. He is ordered to intimate to Wal- 
ton, that the preſbytery, with a committee of the 
Synod, are to meet on his affairs at Edinburgh 
the firſt Tueſday of March, and that he may wait 
on them. 

Yebruary 20. It is reported, That the meeting 
in March was intimate to Walſton. The preſby- 
tery alſo called for an account of the diligence ; ; 
and Mr Sandilands reports, That a caption is ta- 
ken out againſt him; which the preſbytery ap- 
point him to execute, and report. 

At this period it is no wonder that Walſton be- 
came, as he did, entirely mad. He was diſchar- 
ged by the preſbytery to cohabit with his lady, 
under the pretence of a former huſband's being 
alive, who was proved to have died many years 
before: he was under caption at the preſbytery's 
inſtance, for money generouſly mortified by him- 
{elf to the poor; which they had no buſineſs with; 
and, if they had, might eaſily be recovered from 

any of his tenants or debtors; for he was then 
poſſeſſed of money and eſtate above L. 14,000, 
Sterling: and, when he could not ſleep ſafely in 
his own houſe, he was required to attend the 
Preys with the committee of the Synod, at 
OY , 
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Edinburgh, and thereby throw himſelf into tlieir 
meſſenger's hands. : 

March 13. 1707. Reported, That the meſſenger 
had not yet, according to orders, execute the 
caption. 

This day Mr Reid, a probationer about Wal- 
ſton's houſe, who had finiſhed his trials, was to 
be licenſed ; but was ſtopped upon a ſurmiſe, (ſo 
the minutes bear), that he had uſed a charm 
about a houſe at Walſton, Cc. Of which the con- 
feſſed account, recorded in the minutes, is, «© That 
he being informed that a woman in Waliton had 
done ſome injury to a horſe belonging to the laird, 
and the laird calling for him, and telling him this 
{tory ; he, conſidering what was reported, and 
that this woman was ill bruited about ſeveral 
things, he deſired Walſton to cauſe his ſervant 
take the horſe along to the foreſaid woman, with 
whom alſo Mr Reid went; and that Mr Reid 
threatened and cated the woman to take 
the horſe and lead him; and minds not what way 
he bade her lead the horſe ; and that his deſign 
was only to ſee what would fall out upon her 
touching of the horſe, which mig ht be a further 
diſcovery of her, &c. 

Upon this libel confeſſed, the prelbytery order- 
ed ſome prudent inquiry to be made into theſe 
things, and recommended it to Mr Kellie, &c, 
to make an inquiry in as prudent and private 
a way as poſſible, and to inquire if theſe things 
had given any offence in the pariſh.” 
April 3. The brethren report, That no "offence 
is taken by the people of Walſton againſt Mr 
Reid ;—and therefore the preſbytery were pleaſed 
to take offence themſelves at both Mr Reid aud 
the people, and refuſed to licenſe him. 


Mr 
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Mr Sandilands reported, That the meſſen gers 
are not yet come to execute the caption againſt 
Walſton, but that he expects them daily: The 
preſbytery appoint him to do all diligence. 

April 24. The preſbytery, after much commu- 
ning on Mr Reid's affair, delayed it till they meet 
at Edinburgh; where they may have acceſs to 
the advice of judicious brethren, or of a commit. 
tee of the Synod; and Mr Reid is deſired to wait 
on them at Edinburgh, in caſe the preſbytery and 
theſe judicious brethren © had clearneſs to licenſe 
him.” | Ih 
Mr Sandilands reports, That the meilengers had 
been two ſeveral times eſſay ing to apprehend. Wal- 
ſton, but without ſucceſs. The preſbytery ap- 
point him to proceed in diligence, and. lead an 
adjudication with all expedition. 

Edinburgh, May 6. 1707. The preſbytery met 
to conſider, whether they ſhould,. in Mr Reid's 


affair, ſeek advice only of judictous brethren, or 


call for a committee of the Syuod ; and, after 
ſome communing, it was reſolved to compromiſe 


khe diſpute, by calling for a committee of theſe 


judicious brethren ; which was done. 

May 7. The preſbytery, with this committee of 
molt judicious brethren, having received moſt ſa- 
voury accounts of Mr Reid's worthy character, 
reſolve thereupon to delay the licenſing of him 
for ſome time; and, in the mean time, the preſ- 
Þytery are adviſed to encourage him. 

May 8. The preſbytery judge it fit to comply 
with the advice of the judicious committee; and, 
in the mean time, to call in Mr Reid, both to 


rebuke, admontſh, and encourage him ; which 


was done, after Mr Reid had declared (with good 
reaſon) „his ſenſe and forrow for theſe things.“ 
May 


E 


May 29. Mr Reid's affair was delayed till the 
minutes thereanent (particularly the public re- 
giſtrate appointment to make a ſecret inquiry) 
ſhould be put in order. 

June 26. The minutes collected and prepared, 
but the ſentence upon theſe minutes was delayed. 

The laird of Walſton's affair alſo delayed. 

July 17. The confideration of Mr Reid's affair, 
and reading of the prepared minutes thereanent, 


delayed. 
A committee appointed to confer with Walſton 


and his lady, in order to bring them to a convic- 


tion of the fin of cohabitation, Cc. after admo- 
nition, &c. and to report. 

Auguſt 7. To ſave himſelf from the bande of 
their meſſengers, as the brethren report, Waliton 
had fled to the Abbey, and his lady with him: 
whereupon the preſbytery appoint theſe brethren 
to go to the Abbey, to confer with them in the 
time of the Synod. 

Anent Mr Reid's affair, ſome of the brethren 
ſignifying their opinion, “ that he was truly 
humbled for all thir things,” the preſbytery, for 
their further ſatisfaction (in the torture of fellow- 
creatures), thought fit to call him in, to ſee what 
preſent ſenſe he had of thoſe miſcarriages confeſ- 
fed by him; and, being ealled in, he did again ſig- 
nify his ſenſe of and ſorrow for theſe things, Cc. 
and, after much communing, upon a ſtate of the 
vote, he was, only by plurality of votes, licenſed. 

In the Abbey poor Lady Waliton was releaſed 
from their cenſure by the more merciful hand of 
death : thero the wicked ceaſe from troubliug, and 
there the weary be at reſt, And it is proved, Wal- 
ſton himſelf was then ſo mad, that, in hope of ker 
revival, he would not ſufler her body to be buri- 
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ed, till, all over corrupted, it was carried away 
Bev him by order of a magiſtrate. 14 f 

At Whitſunday 1709, the poor's money, ond 
every other claim the preſbytery then pretended, 
was paid to them by Waliton's doers, upon a full 
diſcharge, 

And, an Jane this year, he was'denuded of his 
whole eſtate, by a bargain unhappy both to the 
purchaſer and to him. 

Angult 17. 1710. The clerk Wee That, ac 
cording; to appointment of the pretbytery, he had 
extracted the ſeveral vacancies in the parith of 
Walſton ſince the revolution, and had fens a copy 
of it to Walſton. The extract, with reſpect to 
the firſt vacancy, bears, That Mr Patrick An- 
derſon died miniſter of Walſton on 22d July 1690, 
and that tlie church of Walſton was declared va- 
cant on rith Auguit that ſame year. This ex- 
tracted from the preſbytery-records, and atteiled 
by preſbyter y-clerk. 

This notable extract is produced by the preſby 
tery as an authentic proof of the firſt vacancy, 
upon which they claimed the ſtipend. But it is 
indeed a deliberate torgery, judicially authoriſed 
by a court conitituted in the name of Chriſt: for 
when the Biggar preſbytery- record is examined, 
it begins only in the year 1692; and in the pre- 
_ cediug record, when Biggar was united with Pee- 
bles preſbytery, there is not one word mentioned, 
either of Mr Anderſon's death, or of the me 
tion of the vacancy. 

Whether this forgery may be excuſed by the 
late more” infamous practice of interpolation of 
falſe minutes in the record of the other preſby- 
tery of Peebles, contrary to their own extracts, 
deviſed to juſtify a malicious lie of one of its 
members, 
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members, uttered in preſence of the Rev. Mr Web- 
ter and Mr Johnſton, and feveral other brethren 
of the Synod ; is a queſtion of the ſame nature 
with that, Whether the multitude of the damn- 
ed will be a relief to the ſufferers, according to 
the common brocard, /o/atium. eſt miſeris, &c. 

September 7. The preſbytery find and declare, 
That all endeavours wed- with Walſton to ſecure 
the vacant ſtipends, have been fruitleſs ; and there-. 
fore order their clerk to ſign an extract of theſe 
vacancies, and ſend it to Nicol Spence, impower- 
ing him, in their name, to purſue John Baillie of 
Walſton for payment. 

The whole vacaucies that had happened ſince 
the revolution amounted to ſix years; for whic] 
the ſtipends fell due in the following periods, 
2iz, One half-year's vacant ſtipend was due at: 
Whitſunday 1691; which was accounted for, and 
overpaid. by Chriſtopher Baillie, before John his 
ſon came to inherit the eſtate, and before the te- 
parate preſbytery of Biggar exiſted. Item, Three 
years and a half due for, and from Martinmas 
16596, to and for Martinnas 1599 years; which 
ſtipends, in theſe years of famine, and of John 
Baillie's reſidence in England, were never exacted 
from the tenants liable in payment; and there- 
fore, at the parochial viſitation in 1701, appoint- 
ed for ſettling all matters of difference between 
Waliton and the preibytery, Walſton was found 
not liable for theſe ſtipends. Item, two years due 
for, and from Whitſunday 1703, to and for Mar- 
tinmas 1704; the adminiſtration of which vacant 
ſtipends was entirely committed by Walſton to 
the preſbytery; and they, at their other parochial 
viſitation, without acknowledy ing him, called 
James Harper and the tenauts to account, and aſ- 
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fumed the patron's power of directing the appli- 
cation thereof, in the firſt inſtance, to ſucli pur- 
poſes as they pleated. 

At this period, however, when the preſbytery 
themſelves were indeed liable, as adminiſtrators 
and intromitters, to account to Walſton for the 
laſt farthing of theſe vacant ſtipends, they were 
pleaſed to bring a-contrary proceſs againſt him, 
the diſtreſſed patron, demanding a ſecond pay- 
ment from him of the whole ſix years vacant iti. 
pends ; and the verba et juramenta ſacerdotum, with 
their forged extract, paſſed for evidence, that they 
were juſtly. due, and wholly reſting unpaid by 
John Baillie. But before this proceſs was ſo much 
as tried, or once moved in court, the preſbytery 
betrayed the ultimate end of their pious ſcheme, 
by pronouncing a decree, of November 3d, ap- 
propriating all the ſpoil they ſhould recover per 


fas et nefas, from the eſtate of an unfortunate 


gentleman, by their means bereaved of his reaſon 
and liberty, towards the augmentation of a ſti- 
pend. 

Augult 11. 1711. Nicol Spence intimated, that 
he had got a ſentence of the Court of Seffion 
for all theſe ſtipends. And in this proceſs too it 
appears, that Walſton's doers ſuppoſing, upon the 


preſbytery's repeated afleverations, the ſtipends 


to be truly reſting, did offer to apply them to 


pious uſes in the parith ; but the preſbytery refu- | 


{ed to allow ſuch application. 

Here a dreadful danger was foreſeen, and inti- 
mated by Mr Spence to the preſbytery, that render- 
ed it abſolutely neceſſary, “ as ſoon as poſlible, to 
ratify their former act of November 1710, and reco- 
ver the money: becauſe,” ſays he, „the poſtpo- 
ning of that buſineſs mey be of dangerous conſe- 
quence.” 
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quence.“ Thelie words, inſerted in the preſbytery's 
record, appear nnjntclligible, till it is obſerved, 
that the act aboliſhing any right of pious admini- 
{tration over theſe {tipends the preſbytery could 
pretend to, was now publithed, to take effect only 
at Whitſunday 1712; a claim was therefore in- 
ſtautly entered, at the preſbytery's inſtance, on the 
price of Waliton's eſtate, and a proceſs of forth- 
coming raiſed againit the purchaſer, to operate, 
if poſlible, inunediate payment, before the period 
of their adminiſtration at Whitſunday 1712. But 
all in vain : for the year 1718 came before they 
received their payment ; and then they had no 
more power, in law or juſtice, to take it, than a 
curator can receive his pupil's money five years 
after his majority. 

May 22. 1718. The preſbytery - authoriſe Mr 
Linning to upiift the money; declaring, that his 
diſcharge ſhall be as good as if granted by the 
haill members, who are cvery ove thereby bound 
in warrandice, Ce. Cc. 

And aiterwards they were pleated to lend out 
the money received, upon au keretable ſecurity ; 
where it {HIL lyes; a fund, as they tay, for aug- 
menting the ſtipend; and its intereſt yearly is 
applied for behoof, not of the poor of the parith, 
who are begging from door to door, but of the 
miniſter, | by 

It is further obſervable from the preſbytery-r p 
cords, that the preſbytery, adviſed by their law- 
vers, found that they had no legal right or title 
to require an account of Yyacaut ſtipends, much 
_ lets to diſpoſe of them, even where they were 
really due; and therefore they never infiited in 
that prieltly claim agaivtt any of the other pa- 
trons in their bounds, who confelledMy had in their 
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hands ſome four, ſome ſix, ſome eight, ſome 
twelve years vacant ftipend undiſpoſed of. 

And it is ſtill more neceſſary to obſerve, that 
James Harper the feuer, before named, was pre- 
ciſely in the ſume caſe with Walſton, or rather 
with his tenants, Hable for the vacant ſtipends; 
as they had both together, in the ſame manner, 
at the parochial viſitations and afterwards, 
accounted to the preſbytery's ſatisfaction for 
the vacant ſtipends from time to time : and 
therefore, altho*, to fave appearances, the preſ- 
bytery called James Harper as a party in this ac- 
tion, which was commenced after Walſton's inſani- 
ty rendered Jum incapable to defend himſelf ; yet 
from James Harper they never exacted one ſix- 
pence of their demand. 
| Upon the whole, the claim of manifold reſtitu- 
tion is ſo Juſt, that however they may glory in the 
name of orthodox Preſbyterian Calviniſts, no man 
wortliy of the name of a Chriſtian will refuſe it: 
and the very trial of ſuch a queſtion in parlia- 
ment, before the biſhops, our over-lords in theſe 
matters, where ſome who have no great affection 
for this church ſeem fond to carry it, maſt infer 
indelible reproach upon every individual member 
of our ſpiritual courts in Scotland; for every re- 
 rerend member of theſe courts is ſo far ſubject to 
our juriſdiction, that he is expreſsly diſcharged 
by an act of Aſſembly to appear either in purſuit 
or defence of any proceſs in a civil court, without 
advice and allowance, as the law ſpeaks, of the ec- 
cleſiaſtical judicature to which he belongs. 

And ſuch allo is our conſtitution, that every | 
1 both reverend and honourable, however 
unmindful of it, is involved equally before God, 


as 


% 


E 


as partaler of one another's ſins, and, in tlie words 
of the Aſſembly, chargeable, at the appearance of 
Jeſus, with the immoralities of the whole trater- 
nity, by the alternate indulgences, abſolutions, 
benedictions, applauſes, and ehcouragements pro- 
nounced with ſolemn freedom in our church- 
courts over every member, upon the days, ſuch as 
they are, of our moſt devout faſting, prayer and 
privy centures.”” 


AFTER this report was ſeriouſly canvaſſed in their 
cloicts by all the pious and honeſt members of the 
Synod, and two diets of privy cenſure were ſpent in 
the review, it was unanimoufly adopted by the court 
in every article: and particularly the molt exe- 
crable and forged interpolation of falſe minutes into 
the record of the preibytery of Peebles, in the prece- 
ding month of April 175 7, was inſtructed by occular 
inſpection of the original minutes, and by the te- 
ſtimony not only of Dr Webſter the Moderator of 
Synod, and Mr Johnſtonof Biggar, but the apparent 
crime itſelf was confeſled by the then preſent mem- 
bers of that pretbytery ; however, every one of 
them denied his own acceſſion to the guilt or know- 
ledge of the criminal by whom it was perpetrated. 

The members of Peebles preſbytery then preſent, 
who aſſerted each his own innocence, were thete ; 
Meff. William Wallace, John Baird, Stephen Oli- 
ver, Thomas Finlater, Alexander Davidion and 
David Dickſon: and although Mr Dickfon might 
_ ealily have inſtructed their guilt, his exceſſive com- 
paſſion for the moſt reprobate of his fellow ſin- 
ners reſtrained him, efpecially as the Synod in 
our privy cenſures of doctors, paſtors and ruling; 
elders in holy orders, uniformly proceed upon the 
doctrine of devils, eſtablithed by the reverend 

D 2 a Tartug* * 


- — — - 2 — — 
— _ — — - — E — oo < b 
— — — — - . 
- — - — — * — 
— — SS << — p —„- — — — — ͤ—„— —_—  —— ————— —— — * 
. 


1 
(UN 
1 
(il 
1 
4 
0 * 
N ; 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


— 44 J 
Tartuffe in Moliere, namely, That ſin: that is private 
7s no ſin, it is only the offence and ſcandal given to the 
world that makes our ſin puniſhable. | 
Upon this principle, and Dr Dickſon's interceſ- 
ſion, allhis preſbytery were, with himſelf, approved 
by Dr Webſter the Moderator, and all their other 


Private cenſors; and the preſbytery book, with this 


malicious forgery in the heart of it, was atteſted 
by the Synod ; and at the ſame time, the preſbyte- 
ry promued all poffible atonement to the honour- 
able gentleman of the greateſt merit that ever ſat 
in the preſbytery, whoſe name had been cancelled 
both from the roll of Synod and Aſſembly, in con- 
ſequence of their forged minutes of the 28th of 
April 17;7. But, at preſent, it was ſuggeſted as 
a ſuflicient apology, that liis Grace the late Duke 
of Argyll, another honorary elder of Dr Dickſon's 
kirk-{ecflion, had been once treated with the ſame 
inſolence. 

Here it is not improper to obſerve, that i in tlie 
recorded atteſtation of the preſbytery book, they 


are ordered to fill up ſeveral blanks, left in ee 


lating the expences of rebuilding the manſe of 
Newlands, as inſert in the minutes of preſbytery, 
upon the 27th of that month. But the truth is, 
that the abſurd and inconſiſtent nonſenſe that is 
already filled up in this calculation, renders it de- 
monſtrably impoſſible to fill up the remaining 
blanks; and therefore they ſtill remain, and muſt 
forever remain blank, as they were when that 
ſtupid order of Synod was pronounced. 

And that is not the worſt of it; far it is to this 
hour apparent from that atteſted preſbytery book, 
that all the directors of the court, ought to have 
been depoſed, as idiots, for the ſtupidity of their 
judicial proceedings upou the 27th, and as vil- 

tains, 
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lains, for the falſchood of their recorded proceed- 
ings upon the 28th: and yet Dr Dickſon has hi- 
therto patiently ſuffered the loſs of L. 150. Ster- 
ling, by the {tupidity of their proceedings upon 
the firtt day, for which the preſbytery is ſtill au- 
{werable in a civil court; and he has fuffered de- 
poſitions and ſuſpenſions without number, by their 
villainy upon the laſt, and the conſequences of 
that villainy after mentions 

When the report was adopted, and juſtified by 
the Synod, the moderator and other members of 
the preſbytery of Biggar, then preſent, unani- 
montly diſelaimed, at the bar of the Synod, all the 
defences that ever had been -proponed in their 
name before the Court-of Seſſion; and therefore 
lie Synod ordered their diſclamation to be record- 
ed, as it is in the Synod book, and unaunimouſly 
aut horiſed Dr Dickſon to aſſume the concourie of 
Dr. Webfter, and the whole Synod, in the proſecu- 
tion 5 bat becauſe the preſbytery book was frau- 
dulently withdrawn, they deferred tho confide- 
ration of the cenſure to be impoſed to the next 
Synod, in May 1758, when the preſbytery was re- 
quired peremptorily to produce their record or 
preſhytery book, to compare it with the excerpts. 
contained in the report. - 

In virtue of the Synod's warrant, Dr ' Dickſon - 
prepared the following additional repreſentation, 
which, in the firſt place, was reviewed and ap- 
proved by Dr Webtter, and the preibytery of 
Edinburgh, and then in their name, and of the 
reſt of the Synod, was put into the proceſs before 
the Court of Seſſion. 
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Februaty 20. 1758. 
Unto the Right Honourable Lord Mix ro, 


The ADDITIONAL REPRESENTATION of Mr (now 
Dr ) David Dickſon, miniſter of the goſpel at New- 
lands, with advice and conſent of the reverend Mr 
(now Dr) Alexander Webſter, preſent Moderator, 
and the other reverend and honourable members of 
the Synod of Lothian and Tweed dale, 


Humbly ſheweth, 
& coat after a long dependence; „during the 
courſe of fourteen ſeſſions, the proceſs, origi- 
nally brought at the inſtance of Mr Dickſon, a- 
gainſt the preſbytery of Biggar, and ſeveral of its 
members, lyes upon the table now fully prepared. 
for your Lordſhip's deciſion. 
In this proceſs, Mr Dickſon, as ſucceeding in tlie 
right of John Baillie of Waliton, demands from 
his reverend brethren, the intromitters, nothing 
more than ſimple reſtitution of a large ſum of 
money. by them unjuſtly exacted out of the price 
of Waliton's eſtate, when Walſton himſelf was in. 
a ſtate of lunacy and confinement, upon pretence 
of vacant ſtipends, which they (the intromitters) 
knew not to be due; and if due, theſe ſtipends 
were not to them; and if due to them, the money 
ſo, uplifted was only applicable to thoſe pious. 
uſes, from which it was by them wiltully aliena- 
ted. 

So far back as the year 1751, the purfuer, from the 
molt charitable inclination, as much as poſlible to. 
conceal the immoralities of his brethren, referred 
the proceſs wholly to the determination of their 
own lawyer and agent. But theſe gentlemen had 
no ſuoner pronounced Jucganent verbally againſt 
their 
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their clients, than the preſbytery were pleaſed to 
diſmiſs them from their buſineſs; and another 
lawyer and agent have, from that * appear- 
ed in their name. 

That, in the ſame year 1751, the ſtate of the 
proceſs was repreſented by Mr Dickſon to the Sy- 
uod of Lothian and Tweeddale, of which the de- 
fenders are alſo members, as a ſubject of inquiry 
much more decent at their private cenſures, than 
before a court of law. But at that period the Sy- 
nod dechned the inquiry. 

That during all the interv ening Years that have 
paſſed fince that period, the purſuer hath been 
ever willing and anxious to renew the ſubmiſſion of 
this proceſs to their preſent lawyer, or to any 
gentleman of character in any profeſſion, whom. 
the defenders themielves would chuſe. But all ſuch 
healing overtures have been by them rejected. 

That, by his ordination at Newlands, the pur-- 
ſuer, formerly only a lay elder, became, in the 
character of miniſter, a member of the ſame Synod 
with the defenders ; and thereby both parties were 
in the firſt inftance obliged, according to the ec- 
cleſiaſtical law, to ſubmit the matter, as he did 
molt chearfully, to the judgment of that court. 

That, agreeably to the forms of procedure in. 
theſe ſpiritual courts, the whole cate was ſtated in. 
the report of a committee of their number, ap- 
pointed by the Synod to reviſe the judicial pro- 
ceedings of the Preſbytery. | 

That, from this aſtoniſhing report, which is ſup- 
ported in every article by excerpts taken from the 
records of the preſbytery, it appears, that john 
Baillie of Walſton, and Chriſtopher Baillie of 
Walſton his father, had been the only patrons in 
the wliole preſbytery who accounted to the preſ- 


bytery . 


g f 48 J 
bytery for the vacant ſtipends that had fallen 
due, during all the time of their inheritance of 
the eſtate of Walſton. And it appears in tome 
inſtances, that the adminiſtration of thefe va- 
cant ſtipends had been left to the preſbytery it- 
ſelf, who uplifted them directly from the tenants: - 
liable in paynent, and diſpoſed of them at will, 
without conſulting the patron. It appears fi 
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ther, that beſides; and over all the vacant ſtipendsp | 
theſe patrons mortified very. large donations to 
pious ufes, which were paid in to the. preſbytery 
itſelf; and thgy, before the ſale of his eſtate, did, 
in moſt ſolemn form, by repeated acts of -prefby- 
tery, diſcharge John Baillie of -Waltton of every 
claim they could pretend-agabiſt him: and yet it 
appears, that, after the ſale, and conſequent di- 
ſtreſs of Wallton , the prefbytery entered a claim 
upon the price of his eſtate, and received a ſecond 
payment of theſe felf-fame vacant ſtipends, upon 
a premeditated ſcheme of the moſt unaccountable 
proceedings, too horrid to be here related: and 
when ſo received, at a period in which the preſ- 
bytery had no right of adminittration, they were | 
pleated not only to forbid the propoted applica- 
tion of the money to any pious ute, but, on the 
contrary, converted it to a fund, as it now is, to 
augment the miniſter's ſtipend . | 
In ſuch a caſe it ſeemed moſt equitable, accord- | 
ing to the concluſion of the purſuer's libel before 
your Lordſhip, that theſe gentlemen who received 
the money ſo wrongoufly, ſhould be liable in re- 
ſtitution; eſpecially as, by a deed of the preſ- 
bytery, as well as by the tenor of the receipt to 
the purchaſer, they have expreſsly obliged them - 
| ſelves perſonally, one with another, to warrant 
the juſtice of the claim againſt all preceding facts 
and deeds of the preſbytery. 


After 
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After this report was ſeriouſly peruſed by the 
molt judicious members, it was exlübited to the 
whole Synod convened within ſhut doors, at a ſo- 
lemn meeting for private cenſures, November 9. 
1757. And at the ſame time the anſwers, formerly 
given in to your Lordſhip, ſubſcribed by one of 
the lawyers for the preſbytery, containing all the 
defences that have been ever proponed in the pro- 
_ cel, were read before the Synod, and in preſence 
of the preſbytery. 

As theſe anſwers are, in every ſingle article, 
contradicted by the excerpts in the report taken 
from the preſbytery's own record, the preſbytery 
were pleaſed, as hitherto before your Lordſhip, to 
decline immediate production of their books before 
the Synod ; but, for their own ſafety, found it ne- 
ceſſary, at the bar of the Synod, judicially to diſ- 
claim theſe anſwers, and aver, to the amazement 
of all their brethren, that they had never given 
authority to any lawyer to write theſe anſwers, 
nor furniſhed him with any materials for that 
purpoſe ; and not only ſo, but diſavowed all the 
appearances that had been made by either one or 
another lawyer in their name, during the whole 
courſe of the proceſs. 

Upon this wonderful diſclamation, as Mr Dick- 
ſon would by no means inſiſt for any eccleſiaſtical 
cenſure againſt his brethren, the Sy nod thought 
it ſufficient for them to juſtify his conduct, and 
at preſent only to deny the ordinary abſolution of 
the preſbytery. And though the majority of that 
reverend court were of opinion, that they have 
no power, as a Synod, either to award, or even 
{o much as recommend the duty of reſtitution ; 
yet, to enable the purſuer to obtain ſuch reſtitu- 
tion by decree from your Lordſhip, it was unani- 
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| mouſſy agreed, chat the judicial diſelamation, 
with a copy o of the anſwers diſclauned, ſhould: 
be recorded in the ſynod-books, and an extract 
thereof given, to be produced before your Lord- 
fhip ; which is accordingly. done: and Mr Dickſon 
was alſo by the Synod allowed to produce before 
your Lordſhip, if needful, a eopy of the commit- 
tee's report, as an authentic narrative of the facts 
therein contained; though, for the honour of 
the preſbytery, who have not been all equally 
guilty, he wiſhes and hopes your Lordſhip may 
think that report unworthy of further notice un, 
this court.. 

May it therefore pleaſe your Lordſhip, in regard 
of the pretbytery's judicial diſclamation of 
all their defences, to decern reſtitution, in 
terms of the purſuer's libel, of the money 
mot wrongouſly abitracted, in the manner 
before related. 

According to juſtice, Cc. 


DAVID DICKSON: 


SY NO D, May 1758. 


In the interval; before the Synod-of May 1758, 
the report and reprefiincation were alſo again and 
again.exhibited to the prefbyteries of Biggar and 
of Peebles, and the excerpts and obſervations con- 
tained in them were compared with their ſeveral 
books, by alt the directors of theſe preſbyteries ; 
who concurred unanimouſly with all the Synod- . 
of May, in juſtifying Dr Dickfon, and approving . 
theſe papers in their contt of privy cenſures. 

And particula ly, after the preſbytery-books 
\ were produced in the Synod, the governors of that 
court, as. Dr Webſter, in November, defired again 
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to know from Dr Dickſon „if he inſiſted for any 
cenſure againſt his brethren : to which, as often, 
both before and after that period, he eren , 
&« that he conſidered them, as well as the directors 
<< of Edinburgh preſbytery, as ſabjects not capable 
« of diſcipline and reformation ; and therefore 
te he intreated they might be diſmiſſed from the 
« bar for that reaſon: which was accordingly 
fo done, At the ſame time, he had obſerved, that, 
in his apprehenſion, the directors of our ſpiritual 
courts, falſely fo called, are the moſt reprobate of 
all fallen ſpirits ; and that the doctrine of Tartu fe 
would no longer avail them: for printed copies 
of the report and repreſentation were then di- 
ſperſed over all the church and nation, and pro- 
duced in the Court of Seſſion; and they are now 
recorded indelibly in the regiſter of that ſupreme 
court, as approved by the Synod. So that there- 
after the only way poſlible to prevent the publi- 
cation of their crimes would be, not to commit them. 
After theſe tranſactions, and when the report 
and repreſentation, with the dreadful a& 1722, 
were all together lying upon the ſynod-table be- 
fore their eyes, the infamous directors of the Sy- 
nod, many of them now dead, inſerted an article 
in the record yet extant, concerning the preſby- 
tery of Biggar, in words of which any ſynagogue 
of Satan, in the regions of hell, might be aſhamed, 
The words of the ſynod-record are theſe : 
No report was made concerning the preſby- 
tery-book of Biggar, as none of the viſitors were 
at this diet; and ſuch of the members of that 
preſbytery as were preſent, having obſerved that 
their book was ordered up on a complaint being 
% made at the laſt Synod, againſt their proceed- 
« 1ngs, which was not inſiſted on at this, they took 
| « inſtruments 
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© inſtruments thereon, that the ſaid complaint was 
ce to be conſidered as fallen from them. The uſual 
« queſtions being aſked at that preſbytery, to 
« which they gave ſatisfying anſwers and were 


c removed, the moderator inquired if there was 


« any complaint againſt their actings and pro- 
«© ceedinps ; and none being made, they were 
«© called in and approven.” See the Record, *© 
Was this ſentence pronounced by a tribe of /aints, 
who ſay we are 79 judge the world? pronounced 
in our alternate precognition of each others trial 


before the adorable Meſſiah's tribunal ? who ſhall 


anſwer for it in the laſt review? Tell it in Cath, 
proclaim it in the gates of Aſkelon, that the Philiſtines 
anay rejoice, and the daughters of the uncircumciſed 
may triumph; for theſe publicans and harlots ſhall come 
from the eaſt and the weſt, and the ſouth, and the north 
and fit down in the kingdom of heaven, when ſuch chief 
priz?ſts and elders ſhall be caſt out into utter darkneſs, 
where the worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 
—Ye ſerpents, ye generation of wipers, how can ye 
eſcaps the damnation of hell? with men it is impoſſibley 
but not with Co; for, all things are poſſible with our 
great Redeemer God, whom the heavens muſt retain 
until the times of reſtitution of all things, which he 
hath ſpeten by the mouth of all his holy prophets ſince 
the world began. See the whole Bible, from Gen. i. 1. 
to Acts iii. 21. Brut there are laſi which ſhall be fir /ty 
and there are firſt which ſhall be laſt. 

Aſter this production of the prefbytery-books, 
both of Peebles and of Biggar, in the Synod, and 
after the ſentences above mentioned had paſled 
upon them, theſe records were again ſecreted, and 
to this hour the directors of both preſbyteries have 


avowedly, and with impunity, diſobeyed number- 


leſs v ery peremptory appointments to exhibit their 
2 
record; 
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records before the Court of Seſſion, in any of the 
actions there purſued againſt them: and that is 
not all; for upon the 7th of February 1739, the 
guilty directors of the preſbytery of Peebles had 
the aſſurance to require Dr Dickſon to anſwer at 
their own barr in a more deſpicable court of preſ- 
byterial privy-cenfures; for all the wretched pro- 
ceedings had by Dr Webſter and the Synod in 
their ſynodical privy-cenſures of November 175 7 
and May 1758, upon the report and repreſentation 
beiare mentioned, both adopted by the IR, 
and which are both now recorded in the annals of 
the Court of Seſſion, under the authœity and ſanc- 
tion of the Sync itſelf. 

This preſbytery of Peebles, in their judicial pro- 
ceedings only, is tranſinitted to poſterity by the 
records of the ſpiritual and civil courts of North 
Britain, under the character of the moſt lawleſs, 
abandoned, ignorant, and inconſiſtent claſs of 
hars, Atheiſts, and idiots, that now exiſt in the 
known world, -or that can be conceived to exiſt 
in worlds unknown ; and from this zra, if not 
ſooner, their directors begin to act in character, un- 
der the authority, encouragement, and protection 
of Dr Macqueen, Dr Robertſon, Dr Webſter, and 
the other prelates of the church. 

In this extraordinary pre re naa court of privy 
cenſures, held in February 1759, as their original 
minutes, now deſtroyed, did bear, they in the firſt 
place appointed Dr Dickſon to diſpenſe the ſacru- 
ment of tlie Lord's ſupper that year; which he 
obeyed with real pleaſure, and with all the com- 
poaſſionate aſſection for his cleyen brethren of the 
preſbytery that can fill an human heart; and 
therefore he not only attended their ſacraments, 
without an invitation or welcome, but, upon his 

5 part, 


„ 


_ 
\ 


5 3 
= I N 


— 2 2 14 4 


1 
part, invited every one of them to aſſiſt and par- 
take with him in that all-reconciling feſtival of 
peace and love. 

This appointment of the preſbytery 1 upon Dr 
Dickſon at privy cenſures to preſide in the moſt 
ſolemn ſervice of the Chriſtian church, imports 
their moſt honourable teſtimony in his favour, if 


they had been [/rae/ites indeed, in whom there is no 


giile: but it well appears, that there was not one 
grain of what St Paul calls the unleavened bread of 
ſincerity and truth in all their conſtitution ; and 
therefore every one of them refuſed and {corned 
the invitation ; and perhaps in this refuſal they 
did well, /eft coming unworthily, they ſhould eat and 
grink Fe to themſelves, (1 Cor. xi. 29.) by 


keeping the feaſt, as the apoſtle ſpeaks, with the old, 


bitter and virulent /eaven of malice and wickedneſs, 
in a worſe and more perverſe and domineering 
ſpirit than Peter kimfelf and the other eleven 
firlt communicants (Luke xxii. 24.) in their un- 
converted ſtate, (ver. 32.) 

Ii the next place, the deſtroyed minutes of that 
wicked ſcene of privy cenſures, if extant, would 
teſtify, that the preſbytery diſapproved of Mr 
Dickſon's conduct, as they ſay in theſe words, © Be- 
« cauſe, in a printed report given in by 7 to 
« the ſynod of November 1757, he had charged 
the preſbytery as guilty of a more infamous 
practice than forgery, vg. interpolating falſe 
minutes, to ſcreen a brother who had uttered 
% a malicious lie.“ | 

Theſe are the words of the original privy-cen- 
4 are inditement, exhibited upon the notable 7th 
of February 1759; but afterwards wiſely cancel; 
led from the recorded nunutes of the preſby ery 
of Fecbles, ena, alas! tlie charge againſt tlie 

Preſbytery 
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preſbytery was inſtructed by indiſputed evidence; 
but the extraordinary proceedings of the preſby- 
tery upon this inditement, and their unpardon- 
able behaviour towards the moſt honourable kirk 
ſeſſion of Newlands, obliged Mr Dickſon, in April 
1 760, to give in the following reaſons of appeal to 
the ſynod, which were ſaid by the preſbytery to 
be recorded in their preſbytery book, and an ex- 
tract thereof, yet extant, was ſubſeribed and gi en 
out by the clerk, in theſe words: 


SYNOD, May 1750. 


REASONS of ProTEST and APPEAL, offered by Mr 
Dickſon, for himſelf and his ſeſſion of Newlands, 
upon the 12th of December 1759, and this day, 
againſt the proceedings of the preſbytery of Peebles, 

ſince June 17 59. 


* the /ir/t place, The court has never ſince that 
time been legally conſtitute, in ſo far as, tlie 
miniſters, though frequently required to fill up 
tlie number of the conſtituent members, by en- 
rolling an elder from each ſethon, yet hitherto refu- 
ted ſo to do; and not only fo, but the preſbytery, 
or rather indeed a faction of the preſbytery, did 
once and again forbid and reſtrain their clerk 
from enrolling, when required, the Lord Sheriff of 
the county, as elder from the ſeſſion of Newlands. 
2d/y, Mr Wallace and his aſſociates having thus 
excluded the difintereſted, and only competent 
judges, did themſelves aſſume the power of acting 
both as judges and parties, in the trial of very 
horrid crimes of vitiatiug the preſhytery minutes, 
E 2 charged 


Wa” 
charged upon Mr Wallace himſelf, and others of” 
the reverend brethren, | 

34/y, In theſe incompatible characters of judge 
and party, they have inſert a long and circum- 
ſtantial tale, concerning a vitiated and falſe mi- 
nute of April 17; 7, contrary to all truth, evidence 
and poflibility ; a tale diſproved by an authentic 
account of the true matters of fact, authoriſed by 
the whole preſbytery and ſynod, to be in their 
name produced, as it is in the Court of Seſſion, 
and which printed account was allo allowed to be 
publiſhed over the country as a juſt and true nar- 
rative of the matters of fact therein related, and 
that at the meeting of private cenſures iu the Sy- 
nod of November 1757, notwithſtanding the re- 
monſtrance of ſome brethren, which was over-ru- 
led, and Mr Dickſon juſtified in the publication. 

4th, Mr Dickſon under the higheſt penalties 
undertakes {till to prove the trnth of his own nar- 
rative, and the grois falſehood and impoſſibility of 
the contrary tale, andthat by the ſole teſtimonyof 
the minutes of preſbytery, and of every individu- 
al member that knows any thing of the matter, 
when called to emit ſuch teſtimony before any 
court competent, either eccleſiaſtical or civil. 

5 %%, This ſet of the preſbytery have not only 
refuſed to prepare their minutes of proceedings to 
be reviewed by the Synod, in May and November 
laſt, though peremptorily required, but from diet 
to diet they have refuſed to aſcertain theſe mi- 
nutes, by the ſubſcription of moderator or clerk, 
or to give extracts of them, as by Mr Dickſon 
defired, and by them promiſed, and have there- 
by reſerved to themſelves an extraordinary liber- 
ty, which ſome one or other member has appa- 


rently taken, of expunging the true minutes, and 
inſerting 


1 

inſerting others in their room, in a manner wholly - 
inexcuſable, of which only one inſtance ſhall be at 
preſent condeſcended on, in the minutes of page 42, 
where an order of preſbytery was infert accord- 

ing to truth, directing the clerk to record a paper 

of defences or memorial preſented to the. court, 


and the clerk was ordered to give extracts aſter- 


wards ; and yet it now appears by occular inſpec- 
tion, that this order has been cancelied after it 
was truly granted and certified by the preſbyte- 
ry; and in room of this appointment, a paragraph 
altogether new is interlined, of the hand-writing 
of one of the members: and as numberleſs vitia- 
tions and razures appear in the minutes, which 
the clerk cannot explain, he neither will, nor can 
give out, as he ſays, any extracts, without the pre- 
tence of a committee of the preſbytery, which 
they rctule to appoint to ſuperwiſe the extracts. 
And & the minutes for more than a whole twelve- 
month paſt, are a%ogether looſe, yague, improba- - 


tive, unintelligible and wholiy uncertain, as they. 
& * » _ 
appear in a new form upon every new 1nfpection. . 


6/h/3, Upon fach ſingular mumrtes, winch to 
this hour may be. varied to ſerve any purpole, 
the preſbytery have proceeded to pats as extraor- 
dinary ſentences, toſuppert which, the correſpond- 
ing bbcls or minutes are yet ex e facto to be 
formed. 


7thlv, From diet to diet, in September and in 


December laſt, Mr Dickſon wrote to the preſbyte- 
ry, and himſelf appeared with a committee of his. 
ſellion, requiring and demanding the preſllytery 
to proceed according to their expreſs and ſolemn 
promiſes, which they refuſed: and yet in their laſt 
diets of preibytery, as in the diet of Auguſt, when 
he was, as they knew, neceilariiy abſent, they did 
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1 
not only proceed and give judgment in tlieir own 
ſavours, but have ſolemnly averred that they have 
always deferred the matter in great indulgence to 
him, as their clerk's letter bears, and to render 
tim more inexcuſable, in the unintelligible lan- 
guage of their minutes, for this is truly a phraſe 
which all the wiſe men of the church will find 
it impoſſible to explain. 

8%, As the preſbytery pretended they could 
not read the original ſcroll of the papers given in 
by him, and the clerk was at the ſame time diſ- 
charged to pive them back to be tranſcribed, he 
therefore prepared a clean copy of the narrative, 
therein contained, which was offered to the preſ- 
bytery on the 12th of December, but they then re- 
| Fuſed to read it. 

Laſtly, At that meeting, the majority of the 
preſhytery then preſent, or that have been ſince 
preſent, agreed to a propoſal which had been 
made of a ſubmiſſion to one or other arbiter of 
their own choice, in which Mr Dickſon acquieſced, 
and did according to concert ſubſcribe the ſub- 
miſſion, and yet in their very next meeting, 
without any advertiſement given to the contrary, 
and when Mr Dickſon could not poſſibly attend, 
theſe ſame members were pleaſed to deliberate, 
and finally to determine with Mr Wane; their. 
own cauſe. 

For all theſe reaſons, and others in due time to 
de added, Mr Dickſon proteſts, that all the pro- 
ceedings both minutes and judgment paſſed there- 
upon, ſince June laſt, as recorded in the preſby- 
tery books, and all other judicial proceedings 
hereafter to be had by the reverend members, 
without an equal number of elders, are in them 
felves abſolutely null, and of no effect ; and he 
appeals 
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appeals the conſideration of tbe whole matters in 
diſpute between Mr Wallace or any other mem- 
bers of the preſbytery and him, to the review of 
the next Synod, to meet at Edinburgh in May 
next, and thereupon takes inſtuments in the clerk's 
hams: and again he demands extracts, which to 
this hour the clerk has refuted, notwithſtanding 
the repeated orders of the preſbytery. _ 
(Signed) Davip DicksoN. 
As always, ſo now, if any matter of fact is here- 
in miſrepreſented, Mr Dickſon is willing to cor- 
rect it upon the teſtimony of the members, or any 


of them preſent, And with reſpect to the allega- 
tion, that Mr Dickſon from time to time had ſaid . 
nothing to ſatisfy the preſbytery, he obſerves on- 
ly, that it is not to be expected that the members, 


if themſelves guilty, can ever be ſatisfied with any 
thing that can with truth and honour be ſubſcri - 
bed ; bat Mr Dickſon avers it, and proves it by 
all the members that may be innocent, that he 
has, times without number, offered to ſubſcribe to 
any declaration that with truth and honour they 


could prefer; and, particularly, he made this of- 
fer to Meſſrs Findlater and Gibſon, the Committee 
of Enquiry to whom the matters were once refer- 
red, and whom Mr Dickſon yet calls upon to pre- 


pare ſuch a corrected narrative as they themſelves 


can avow before the world, to which he will alſo 
with them ſubſcribe. Signed, D. D. To all this 
not one of the members offered the leaſt contra- 


dicti 1O0N, 


This and the three preceding pages S by. 
WIILIAM Woop, Fr. Ck. 


With this appeal the following Act and Refe- 


rence ſrom the kirk-ſeſſion was alſo preferred i in 
the Synod. | 
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Hpril 25. 1760. 


Aer and REFERENCE by the Kirk-fefſion of News: 
lands; to the Synod of Lothian and Tweedale, 


A eee the order of the Synod, May 
1757, upon the Preſbytery of Peebles, in the 
affair herein aſter-mentioned, and the repeated 
requeſts of the miniſter and elders of this ſeſſion, 
yet {till the preſbytery refuſe to appoint the paro- 
chial viſitations by law preſcribed for examining 
the ſeſſional proceedings and records, &. in this 
and the other pariſhes within their bounds: and 
not only ſo, but when a fair copy of the narrative 
of matters in diſpute was referred by this ſeilion 
to the review of the preſbytery itſelf, upon the. 
12th of December laſt, with this intimation, That 
any matters of fact mould be corrected upon the. 
teſtimony of the members of preſbytery, yet the 
preſbytery refuſed to read it, even on that condi-- 
tion; and therefore the ſeſſion find themſelves 
obliged to offer the following memorial to the 
examination . the ſynod at their private cen- 
ſures. 2 
This ſefſion of Newlands is the only one kirk 
ſeſlion in the whole preſbytery of Peebles which is 
legally conſtitute ; and Mr Wallace, miniſter of 
Drummelzier, has outwardly proteſt the highieſt 
reſpect for all its members, and particularly for Mr 
Dickſon our miniſter, and the Lord Sheriff of the 
county, one of our moſt honourable elders : and 
yet with an intention hitherto not explained, Mr 
Wallace, upon the 27th, having called him aſide 
from Mr Dickſon, told him in a whiſper, that Mr 
Dickſon had: not leg gally admitted him into his ſeſ- 
 fion 
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ſion as an elder; upon which Mr Dickſon, the very 
next day, challenged Mr Wallace, at tlie meeting 
of preſbytery for privy cenſures, and demanded 
his reaſon for ſuch an invidious and malevolent 
whiſper. 

At this meeting the whole preſbytery refuſed at 
firſt to enter upon the enquiry; aſſerting unani- 
mouſly, though contrary to all truth, that they 
never did deliberate upon any other buſineſs what- 
ever at the diet of privy ceniures, and were not 
perſuaded to conſider the matter at all, till Mr 
Dickſon obſerved that this matter was moſt pro- 
perly and truly a matter of cenſure, either againft 
Mr Wallace or againſt himſelf: and not only ſo, 
but Mr Dickſon appealed to the law, to prove that 
an enquiry into the conſtitution of the ſeveral ſeſ- 
ſions was not only competent, but was indeed an 
expreſs article of buſineſs enjoined at the privy 
cenſures. 

When the preſbytery was 3 conſtrained to 
enter upon the enquiry, it appeared that not one 
of them knew more of the forms of ordination of 
an elder than of the forms of creating a maſon. The 
Reverend Meſirs Finlater, Baird and Robertſon ap- 
pealed ſeverally to acts of aflembly 1689, 1711, 
1719, none of which ever exiſted. And Mr Wal- 
Lace, in end to conceal his ignorance, acknowled- 
ged they were no Popes to impole any direction 
in the matter: ſo that upon the whole, as the mi- 
nates teſtify, not one member could condeſcend 
upon any one error to be corrected, nor any one 
defect to be ſupplied in the ordination by Mr Dick- 
ſon; and therefore, with moſt unuſual folemnity, 
after long g and warm diſpute, he was, in the name 

of Gop, juſtified by Mr Wallace himſelf from the 


Moderator's chair, and that not only in the con- 
ſtitution 
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ſtitution of his Kkirk-ſeſſion, but in all his. other 
eonduct. 

No ſooner was this juſtiſication pronounced, than 
a commiſſion from the town of Peebles nominating 
the Lord Sheriff to be their repreſentative-elder 
in the next Aſſembly, was exhibited to the preſby- 
tery, requiring the preſbytery only. to atteit that 


ordination, which they themſelves had but the laſt 


monent juſtified, and which undoubted fact was 
further aſcertained by the concurring teſtimony: 
of the whole. town-council of Peebles and the 
whole Seflion of Newlands, . produced before their 
eyes; and yet after all, as their minutes bear, they 
unanimouſly rejected the commiſſion, Why ? was 
it becauſe that honourable gentleman was not 
qualified, in terms of the act 1722? No; this ar- 
ticle, upon ſtricteſt ſcrutiny, the preſbytery have 
fince ſolemnly atteſted; Si qua eſt ea gloria. Was it 
for that he was not then lawfully ordained ? No; 
this fact the preſbytery have alſo, fince that time, 
atteſted, as they had done immediately before in 
their privy cenſures. Was it then becauſe that no 
legal evidence of the ordination was produced? 
No; the teſtimony of a whole town-council and 
kirk-ſeflion was lying before them, upon which 
they afterwards did themſelves atteſt him as their 


_ own member to aſſembly, and which was, indeed, 


thirty times more evidence than ever in like caſes 
was required. Why, then, not atteſt the ordinati- 
on! The minutes tell, « That it was becauſe it 
& did not appear to them, from any thing that 
had been offered, that his Lordſhip was an el- 


„ der lawfully ordained.” And why did not this 


appear as well at this inftant, as it did both before. 
and at all times afterwards ? For no other reaſon 
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ſarely, but that the preſbytery would not open 
their eyes to ſee a confeſſed and ſelf-evident truth. 
This conduct was fo far beyond all imagination 
er example inconſiſtent, inexcuſeable, and in its 
conſequences miſchievous, that Mr Dickſon openly 
declared to the preſbytery bis apprehenſion that 
the true hiſtory of this privy- cenfure diet would 
be afterwards wholly diſguiſed or denied: and 
therefore he infifted that inftantly fair minutes of 
the whole proceedings of court might be wrote 
out; which was accordingly done, importing, in- 
fer alia, that no other buſine{s was at that diet 
tranſacted, ard in order to prevent interpolations 
or falſification of theſe minutes, to which Mr 
Dickſon told, he feared the prefl-ytery might be 
tempted, for their own ſafety, he therefore inſiſt- 
ed alſo immediately, for an authentic and full ex- 
tract of all theſe minutes, which, by order of pre\- 
bytery, were thereupon forthwith tranſcribed and 
ſigned by their clerk, and a copy thereof, upon 
payment of fnll dnes, was delivered to Mr Dickſon, 
It is neceſſary here to obſerve, that Mr Wallace 
and Mr Dickſon bad, in preſhytery, differed in 
their pinion upon another queſtion, which was, 
therefore, after warm litigation, referred by the 
preſhytery to the Synod of May 177, and the Sy- 
nod unanimouſiv directed the preſhytery in this 
caſe to follow Mr Dickſon's judgment. But Mr 
Wallace was thereby ſo provoked, that, to the long 
torture of a man, legally as innocent as Mr Wallace 
himſelf, he has per“ aded the preſbytery for three 
years paſt, and to this hour, to refuſe obedience 
to the ſentence of the Synod : and that is not all; 
for from that æra, an antipathy, on one fide irre- 
concileable, has commenced between theſe breth- 
ren; and Mr Wallace, perhaps in the {ſpirit of the 
apoſtles 
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apoſtles (Luke xxii. 24.) paſſionately declared in 
the ſynod-houſe, That Mr Dickſon muſt not think 
ſo to carry every point. 

It mult alſo be obſerved, that in the ſame Synod, 
many wiſe and honourable rulers of the church, 
and who are alſo patrons of the theatre, conde- 
ſcended to take their ſeats in that inferior court, 


merely to defend their aſſociates from perſecution : 


and among others, the Sheriff did the court ſo 
much honour, as to allow his name to be inrolled 
in the Synod, as elder from the ſeſſion of New- 
lands ; but in his abſence, and ere yet he had ta- 
ken his ſeat, a ſeat which was never filled with a 
gentleman of equal dignity and merit, Mr Wal- 
lace had the aſſurance to ſtep forth, and in the 
open Synod object to the form of his ordination, 


though it was far more regular, ſacred, and every 


way agreeable to the laws, than Mr Wallace's own 


ordination ; and at the ſame time, he denied the 


preſbyterial inquiry into that ordination at the 


privy- cenſures, aſſerting, that the diet and buſineſs 


of the privy-cenſures had been wholly concluded, 

and that other buſineſs too had been tranſacted 
by the prefbytery i in the interim, before the que- 
{tion concerning the ordination had been at all 
thought of; ſo that, as he averred, his ſolemn juſti- 


fication of r Dickſon's conduct, could not poſſibly 


refer to that poſterior inquiry. 
In direct contradiction of all theſe confonnding 
-averments, Mr Dickſon repeated the true accoumt 
of the matter before related, and inſtantly proved 
His aſſertions by production, in Synod, of” the 
full extract of the minutes before mentioned ; 


and thereupon Mr Webſter obſerved, that two re- 
verend members of court had thus judicially, be- 
fore a whole Synod, given the lie, and a moſt ma- 


licious 
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lictous lie it was to one another, and therefore 
he infiſted upon an enquiry, and, in end, the Sy- 
nod appointed the preſbytery of Peebles itſelf to 
make that enquiry into the diſputed facts, to be 
reported again to the next Synod in November, 

In this year's Aſſembly, the Sheriff was alſo in- 
rolled as elder, upon a commiſſion from the 'town 
of Peebles; but Mr Wallace and a junto of his 
reverend followers in the preſbytery, were pleaſed, 
without any warrant or authority of preſbytery, 
at a ſecret meeting by themſelves, to direct a ſe- 
cond extract of the minutes of preſbytery to be 
wrote out, which they tranſmitted in a letter to 
Dr Wiſhart, the Aſſembly-clerk, for the gracious 
purpole of having the commiſſion rejected. 

It was in june 1757 Mr Dickſon's turn, of courſe, 

to be moderator of the prefbytery, and in that 
office to reviſe the minutes of court: but initead 
of him, Mr Wallace perſuaded the preſbytery to 
chuſe a very worthy and venerable gentleman, 
then abſeut; which was a ſlep ſo unprecedented 
and ſurprizing, as to raiſe a jealouſy, which proved 
too true, that the minutes of the preceeding diet 
of privy-cenſures were not then deſigned for Mr 
Dickion's peruſal. 

Under theſe apprelienſions he applied to the 
clerk, who told him, that Mr Wallace and Mr 
Baird had, after the extract produced in Synod, 
carried away from him the ori, inal minutes of 
that diet, and had returned them in the form they 
nov ſtand, viz. with an apparent interpolation of 
minutes relating to Aflembly-overtm es inſert by 
an hand unknown to tlie clerk, in a blank ſpace, 
which he ſaid he had left to fill up the common 
ſtyle of privy-cenſures ; by which manifeſt inter- 
polation, the privy-centures which precede it, and 
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| the queſtion. concerning the ordination which fol- 


low, are indeed, as Mr Wallace averred, totally 
disjoined ; but then in the full and authentic ex- 

tract produced before the Synod, as hath been al- 
ready obſerved, the minutes of the privy-cenſures, 
and queſtion concerning the ordination, are not 
only immediately connected with one another, 
but it is expreſsly intimated in the extract, .that 
no other buſineſs either did, or could poſſibly in- 
terveen between them; ſo that the interpolation 
is, contrary to all truth, evidence, or peſlibility, de- 
viſed to juſtify Mr Wallace's malicious tale, falſe- 
hood, or (if Mr Webſter's words may be adopted) 
a lie uttered before the whole Synod. 

At the meeting of preſbytery in October 1757, 
for faſting, prayer, and privy-cenſures, commen- 
cing only at four, after an elegant dinner, and 
concluding at five o'clock afternoon, Mr Dickſon 
repeated, as he had often done through the ſum- 


mer, his charge againſt Mr Wallace and the other 


guilty brethren, and demanded of one and all of 
the preſbytery, to ſay, how, when, where, by whom, 
of whoſe handwriting, and by what authority was 
the interpolated minute inſert ? and as not one 
member pretended to anſwer or explain any of 


_ theſe queſtions, he certified them that his own 


vindication unavoidably conitrained him to renew 
his charge in the report to be made to the Novent- 
ber Synod ; ; and at this meeting too for privy- 
cenſures, it muſt be obſerved, that, as in A pril, ſo 
now again, Mr Dickſon was nave and juſtified 
in the whole conſtitution of his ſeſſion. 
At this meeting of the Synod in November 1757, 
neither Mr Wallace nor the preſbytery had yet 
the aſſurance to make any report at all upon the 
matter; and therefore Mr Dickſon now again re- 
peated 
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peated his charge againſt the preſbytery , as deep- 
ly guitty of interpolating falſe minutes in their 
records, contrary to their own extracts, and de- 
viſed to juſtify a malicious he of one of its mem- 
bers, nttered not only in the Synod, but after- 
wards repeated in the preſence of Mr Webſter 
and Mr Johnſton , and ſeveral other brethren of the 
Synod, 

This charge Mr Dickſon did inſert in the print- 
ed report at that time made to the Synod by a 
committee of which he was a member, in which 
report he alſo charged the directors of the neigh- 
bouring pretbytery of Biggar with the guilt of 
havin; robbed an eſtate now devolving upon him 
of L. 994 Sterling, upon a premeditated ſcheme 
of faltclood, ſacrilege, and forgery of minutes, 
ſaid to be extracted from the records of Peebles 
preſbytery, which never had an exiſtence ; and of 
having robbed that ſame gentleman's ſucceſſion 
alſo of four filver communion- cups, Cc. which had 
been lent only upon a kirk- ſeſſion's obligation to 
reſtore them. 

After this report was printed, left ſuch a dread- 
ful charge ſhould be either totally falſe, or in any 
circumitance exaggerated, Mr Dickſon ſubmitted 
the whole report, firſt to the review of the mem- 
bers of Peebles preſbytery, and then of the mem- 
bers of Biggar preſbytery, and exhibited it to the 
Synod at their privy-cenfures, not till after it had, 
without the leaſt cenſure, correction, or contra- 
diction, undergone the review of Mr Wallace, 
and of all the other members of both preſbyterieg 
that were preſent at the Synod. 4 

Mr Wallace muſt alſo yet remember, that Mr 
Dickſon told that he had, to prevent hurt, as far 
as poſſible, to Mr Wallace? s character, expunged 

F 2 his 


L 68 J 


his name, and printed the charge of a malicious 
lie only indefinitely againft one of the mem- 
bers of Peebles preſbytery : to which Mr Wallace 
rephed, that the charge in theſe terms might 
then, by the world, be imputed to Mr Dickſon 
himſelf, as well as to him ; and Mr Dickſon an- 
ſwered, that it was his ſincere and compaſſionate 
intention, that none others might underſtand Mr 
Wallace to be meant, unleſs Mr Webſter, Mr John- 
ſton, &c. and other members of the Synod, who 
had been witneſſes to what had paſſed in the May 
Synod ; and at the ſame time, at Mr Wallace's de- 
fire, Mr Dickſon, for his part, conſented to ſufler 
| Mr George Barclay, the examiner of the Peebles 
; | regiſter, if he pleaſed, to take no notice of the 
| monſtrous interpolation. 

It muſt be for ever grievous to a Chriſtian heart, 
to recollect how very little of that fervent zeal 
which had been then lately exerted againſt hereſy 
and the theatre, as if theſe were the only ſins of 
the times, was in this caſe either exerted or ex- 
preſſed againſt ſuch immoralities of the moſt or- 
thodox fathers and ſons of the church: for after 
almoſt a whole day was ſpent in privy-eenſures, 
and within ſhut doors too, the Synod never ſo much 
as thought it their duty, either to recommend re- 
ſtitution of the money and the communion-cups, 
nor ſo much as to direct the interpolated minute 
to be expunged from the record, impiouſly atteſt- 
ed in the name of Gop. 

Upon the whole of theſe moſt ludicrous privy- | 

_ ceniures, when Mr Webſter the moderator reſer- 
red it to Mr Dickſon himſelf, to inſiſt or not as he 
pleaſed for eccleſiaſtical cenſure to be inflicted 
perſonally upon one or other of his brethren, ſit- 
ting all ſilent and lelt-condemned around him, he 
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generoully ſcorned to inſiſt; and therefore the 
Synod thought it ſufficient for them to juſtify his 
conduct, overlook the miſdemeanours of the Pee- 
bles preſhytery, and deny the ordinary abſolution 
of the Biggar preſbytery, till they ſhould produce 
their records, by which the charge againſt them 
is inſtructed, and they were appointed to produce 
theſe books at next Synod in May 1758. But then 


the important and difficult work of allotting their 


{ſeveral pulpits to the miniſters of Edinburgh, in- 
groſſed fo much of the Synod's time and attention, 
as left no ſpiĩrit in them for any other buſineſs; {o 
that, without the leaſt inquiry, the preſbytery of 


Biggar received alſo their full abſolution in Mr 


Dickton's abſence from the month of Mr Wallace, 
at the privy-cenſures of' that Synod, 

In the November Synod it ſhonld have been ob- 
ferved, that not ithſtanding the remonſtrance of 
Mr. Haldane, and other innocent brethren, Mr 
Dickfon was allowed to publiſh in the Court of 
Sefton, and over all the world, his report, as an 
authentic narrative of all the facts therein rela- 
ted. 

And accordingly, in the May Synod, he exhibi. 
ted the printed repreſentation, which was alſo ap- 
proved, given in to the Court of Seffion in name 
of himſelf, and of Mr Webſter, and of all the 
other members of Synod, Mr Wallace not excep- 
ted, aflerting the verity of that report in all its 
articles, as a deed deliberately by the Synod revi- 
ſed, and ſolemnly at privy-cenſures approved, in 
preſence of both the Peebles and Biggar preſby- 
tery. However, to this hour, the re{litution of the 
money, Cc. which no Chriſtian could refuſe, is 
_ fill pottponed, and a proceſs diſclaimed by the 

defenders themſelves in this Synod, is like to be 
N protracted 
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protracted by their, lawyers for them in infiuitum, 
in the parlament - houſe. 

But to return to the preſbytery of Peebles, they 
at length deigned, in December 1757, to enroll 
the honourable Sheriff as the preſbytery-elder 
from Newlands; and in that roll, as appears by the 
reviſed minutes yet extant in the clerk's hand, 

his Lordſhip's name was permitted to ſtand for a 
few months, and no longer, when, as appears by 
occular inſpection, that this name has been erazed 
from the minutes, and inſtead of the actual en- 
rollment, a downright le, is, by a marginal note, 
put into Mr Dickſon' s month, which no mortal 
will fay was fo much as poſſible for him to have 
ever thought or ſaid ; and yet, from the margin, 
this ſtupid and moſt wicked tale is tranſcribed 

into the preſbytery record. 

In March 1758, the Sheriff was again elected 
member to tlie Aſſembly from the town of Peebles : 
but now again the preſbytery Tefuſed, as in the 
preceding year, to atteſt his commiſſion, and yet 
at the ſame time, and for the ſame year, they 
elected and atteſted him as member to the Aflem- 
bly from the preſbytery it{elf. 

Here it is alſo neceſſary to inform the Synod, that 
in June 1758, Mr Dickſon repreſented to Mr Wal- 
lace and fix other members of the preſbytery, with 
lim preſent in the preſbytery-room, that William 

1 Bertram merchant in Broughton, a communica- 

9 ting diſciple at Drummelzier, had been guilty of 

611 twenty- nine articles of falſehood in compoſing, 

j theft inexacting; and wilful and attrocious perjury 

5 in ſwearing to the verity of an account-current for 

ql ' ſeven years, which he himſelf did, after all, confefs 
| JF judicially to be an entire fiction; and his repeated 

confeſſions of guilt were exhibited before theſe 
reverend 
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reverend brethren, whith had been emitted in the 
ſheriff- court, in terms ſo very expreſs, that the 
honourable judge interrupted a further examina- 
tion of Mr Bertram, by declaring from the bench, 
that he bad. confeſſed enough to fupport the 
charge againſt him. | 

Though Meſſrs Robertſon and Davidſon, and 
other reverend brethren, exprefsly, and perhaps 
with truth aſſerted, that the crimes thus charged, 
and thus manifeſtly confeſſed, were incomparably 
more attrocious and puniſhable than others by 
them particularly condeſcended upon, for which 
capital puniſhment had been in this country in- 
flicted ; and though Mr Dickſon was by ſome of 
theſe brethren prompted, in regard to ſociety, to 
ſue for all the pains of law, or at leaſt for the ba- 
niſhment of ſuch a man from the country ; yet 
the tenderneſs of his heart reſtrained him from 
inſiſting in any criminal proceſs, aud allowed him 
only to apply for a milder cenſure, by a ſimple 
information to the ſheriff-court, upon the molt 
excellent, and therefore the moiſt neglected laws 
againſt profaneneſs and immorality. 

Upon this moſt Chriſtian ſcheme, the unhappy 
man was left intirely in the hands of the procura- 
tor-fiſcal of court, at whoſe initance no other pu- 
niſhment was ſo ach as ſought, than what might 
to the judge ſeem abſolutely neceſſary to deter 
others from ſuch extraordinary vices; and all the 
while Mr Dickſon, for his own part, was ſo gene- 
rous as never once to exact the reſtitution from 
Mr Bertram of the money awarded by the decree 
of the ſlierifſ· court. 

As the reverend miniſters of the goſpel are the 
principal, ſo they are of all others the molt ne- 
gligent executors of theſe ſalutary laws, both of 

church 
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church and ſtate, againſt all immorality ; and 
therefore the advice and concourſe of Mr Wallace, 
and the other brethren preſent, was moſt peremp- 


torily demanded, and molt expreſsly given to the 


information or petition to be offered againſt 
Mr Bertram upon theſe laws, by the procurator- 


fiſcal. 
And that is not all, for the very PER in which 


their concourſe was to be taken was explained, by 
reminding them of their concourſe. given in the 
Proceſs, in which they at this hour ſtand purſuers 
in the rolls of the Court of Seſſion, againſt the Big- 
gar preſbytery, for the reſtitution of the money, &c. 


before mentioned; and the printed repreſentation 


in that proceſs, alſo before mentioned, and appro- 
ved by themſelves, with all the Synod, was again, 
in preſence of them all, without the leaſt objec- - 
tion to its verity, read by Mr Robertſon, one of 


their number; upon all which Mr Wallace, as 


prolocutor for the reft, ſaid with truth, that the 
conſent aſked could not be refuſed. 

And yet, however incredible it may ſeem, ſo it 
is in fact, that no ſooner was the procurator-fif. - 
cal's petition, with their content, offered to the 
court, than all theſe brethren did, under their 
leader, Mr Wallace, venture to appear in preſby- 
terial form at the bar of the court, from week to 
week, and from month to month, denying any 
knowledge or authority by them given to that pe- 


_ tition, and thereby they have altogether prevented 


the inquiry; for though the Lord Sheriff has reſer- 
ved all action againſt Mr Bertram for the crimes 
confeſſed, yet to relieve himſelf of the brethrens 
odious importunity, in favour of their friend, and 
truſting to their falfe averments, he diſiniſſed the 
1 nat as irreler ant, God forbid! but as in- 
formal, 


E 4 
formal, by the addition of the miniſters names, 
which they, after conſent given, had diſclaimed. 

By ſuch means did theſe reverend executors of 
the laws of parliament and aſſembly, againſt im- 
morality, ſollicit and obtain a ſentence, which 
apparently can have no other tendency but to 
give their ſanction to the perjury and theft of their 
communicants; and the publication of this ſen- 
tence was by them authoriſed at Drummelzier, as 
an interlude between ſermons, upon a ſabbath dax, 
to whole congregations of Chriſtian people aſſem- 
bled for divine worſhip, With awful horror. be it 
ſpoke, how much more innocently might they 
have rehearſed not only Porteous's act, but. even 
the celebrated Tragedy of Douglas itſelf, in the 
tc:nple of God? And when, at the ſame time, they 
were deſired to publiſh, at leaſt as a contraſt, the 
laws againſt immorality, in terms of repeated acts 
of Aftlembly, to which they have vowed obedience, 
they abſolutely retuſed it, leaſt, perhaps, the pu- 
blication of theſe laws thus tranſgreſſed, might i in- 
fer a ientence of moſt righteous condeumation 
againit themſelves and their diſciple. 

In the Synod of May 1759, Mr Dickſon meant to 
apply for an order of court againit Mr M allace, 
requiring him only to publiſh theſe laws from his 
pulpit upon the next ſabbath, which was the term 
day appointed tor the publication by act of Afl. 
1697, under the penalty of ſuſpenſion ; but at the 
privy cenſures of this Synod, Mr Wallace for Limiclf, 
and as moderato of the preſbytery, expreſsly avow- 
ed his and their obſervance of theſe laws, which 
at leaſt imported a promiſe to obſerve them in 
time coming; and therefore it was thought ſuſli- 
cient to publiſh a letter poſitively requiring him 
ſo to do, under the certification in the laws expret- 
" ted*; 
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fed ; bot the requeſt of this letter was alſo with 
indignation refuſed. Whether the Synod will com- 
mand him to withdraw from the Aflembly, (if his 
commiffion as member be at all ſuſtained], to pu- 
bliſh theſe laws in appointed form, upon the 18th 
of May next, is left to the court itſelf to deter- 
mine: and it is with reaſon expected hereafter, 
that the court will either repeal theſe laws alto- 
gether, or require more punctual execution of 
them; or at leaſt that, to prevent more guilt 
(Acts v. 3.) at their privy-cenſures, the modera- 
tors of preſbyteries may be henceforth excuſed 
from anſwering in the affirmative, the queſtion 
concerning their obſervance of thete laws, which 
are, in truth, no more regarded than if they were 
laws of er | 

However, in the mean time,. before the repeal 
of theſe laws, this kirk-ſeflion thought themſelves 
entitled, and indeed required by ſuch laws, to ap- 
ply to Mr Wallace and his preſbytery, for their 
concourſe alſo, in proſecuting their confederate- 
Mr Bertram, and Mr William Loch, and other 
authors of an anonymous poem, publithed under 
the title of Janus, A (Character; to which the preſ- 
bytery refuſed: their concurrence, and thereby 
created a. ſuſpicion, that, alas ! the preſbytery is 
too much concerned in it themſelves. The kirk- 
ſeſlion, therefore, find it abſolutely neceſſary to 
lay the caſe before the Synod, as repretented in a 
petition to the Court of Seffion, herewith produ- 
ced ; and leſt there may be in that petition any. 
improper ſentiment or expreſſion, che whole is 
left to the correction and amendment of this court; 
or if they think proper, important as the caſe is, 
above that of the theatre, it may be referred to- 
the Allembly fer the judgment and direction eſpe- 

cially 


(ally of the Right honourable the Lords of Seſ- 

ſion and lawyers, ſitting in that court in the cha- 

racter of elders of this church, and. guardians of 
its laws, before the caſe be tried by, them upon the 

other bench: and if the whole ſyſtem of church- 
diſcipline be not aboliſhed, even in the Tolbooth- 

kirk itſelf, it may alſo be proper to recommend a 
Further inquiry into the matter by Mr Webſter and 
his ſeſſion, in whoſe pariſh Mr Loch reſides. 

It. is, perhaps, unneceſſary to ſay much more of 
the proceedings of the preibytery upon any of the 
matters herein before related, during theſe four- 
teen months paſt: in general, the Synod muſt be 
informed that the reverend Mr Chriſtopher Cairns, 
laſt nominal moderator, and many other mem- 
bers will, upon ſpecial interrogators, be conſtrain- 
ed to prove their own moſt groſs ignorance ot the 
whole diſpute; and that all along Mr Wallace 
himſelf, and his follewers, did, in eflect, in their 
awn perſons, ſuſtain the manifold character of mo- 
derator and. clerk, judge and . accuier and 
pannel. - 

Under ſuch a eee of court, firſt of all, 
Mr Dickſon was, upon February 7th 1759, in the 
form of priyy-centures, removed; and in his ab- 
ſence, Mr Wallace, from the mocierator's chair, ex- 
amined into ſeveral of the particulars before men- 

tioned, and pronounced jud gment in favour of him- 
ſelf and the preſbytery, diſapproving Mr Dickſon's 
conduct; which ſentence was finally determined, 
and by Mr Wallace intimated to Mr Dickſen upon 
Jus return to the court, before ever he had to much 
as heard of the charge: and not only 10, but when 
a full apology and vindication was oftered by Mr 
Dickſon, which was not, and could not poſſibly be 
agreeable to this guilty moderator, he theretore 
would 


E 
would not ſuffer it to be marked, expreſsly for this 
reaſon, becauſe he, and conſequently his preſbyte- 
ry, was not ſatisfied with it. | 

Mr Dickſon, not at all provoked by ſuch idioti- 
cal proceedings, told his brethren, that they ſliouid 
be all reconciled at the commaunion-table, in the 
ſacrament which they had deſired him to cele- 
brate, but trom which they did afterwards excom- 
municate themſelves; and, in the mean time, Mr 
Dickſon deiired the preſbytery, or Mr Wauace 
their repreſentative, to name a committee of the 
more judicious brethren, to inquire into facts, and 
to report; and thereupon Meil. Finlater and Gibion 


were appointed for this arduous purpoie. 
* When this committee met at Newlands with Mr 


q Dickſon, all he deiired of them was, ii pojtibie, 
that they ſhould prepare a particular narrative, 
to juitity, not himielr, but the preſbytery and 
Mr Wallace, to which Mr Dickion was ready to 
ſubſcribe, as he ſtill is, upon their teitimony to 
the truth of it; particulariy he demanded ot them 
to lay, how, „heu, where, by whom, aud by what 
authority the minute was, to demonitration, ſo 
faitely interpolate ? To all winch no other anſwer 
couid theie gentlemen give, than that it was evi- 
dentiy inſert with per and mi; which, it ſees, 
were the only innocent initruments in the com- 
polition. However that be, neither they, nor at 
that time did any one brother pretend to know 
the handwriting, nor any thing elſe of the matter; 
and therefore, at next meeting of preſbytery, up- 
on the 28th of March 17;9, Mr Gib{on reported, 
That they had brought the matter to no bear- 
ing; and Mr Dickſon repeated the reaſon of it 
above mentioned, which, as Mr Wallace, the mo- 
derator, ſaid, and the minutes bear, Did not at 
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all ſatisſy * and therefore tlie matter was de- 
layed. * 

Ir Dick ſon, at a meeting of the preſbytery in 
April, aguin repeated the narrative of his on 
vindication3 he demanded of them all to know 

ne bandwriting of the minute, and anſwer to the 
plain queſtions twice before mitioned, concern- 
iug the interpolation, and after an univerſal ſlence 
ſor ſome time, lie referred the trutii of every word 
of his aileverations to their own ether minutes, 
and the oath of every member, to wlüch he did 
then, and now again docs appeal; and, at the 
fame time, in open preibytery, foretold, with as 
much anthority as Mr Knox, or any later prophet, 
that the hand would wither that was ever ited 
up to ſwear to any one circumſtance of fact con- 
trary to his alertions ; upon which Mr Baird faid, 
he would liit up his hand ſo to ſwear, and ven» 
ture a year's ftipend to vindicate the relation he 
was to give: but no ſvouer had he uttered a fe 
ſentences of his ſlory, than all at once, like a Chri- 
{tian geutleman, becoming ſenſible of the abhſur- 
dity, he ſtopped, and.contcleg limſelf altogether 
miilaken. 

1a their; mheting of June 27. 1759, Mr Dickſon 
tald the preſhytery, that as he had no intereit, 
and leſs inclination to differ with all or any of lis 
brethren; he not only allowed, but intreated them 
to make any corrections in matters, of fact, Which 
might with great jiunocence and hanour have been 
mitiaken or nufrepreſented, and he propeied to 
traufmit clean copes uf his narrative! to the re» 
thren, but Mr Wallace een it * UNC: 
far. | 

And now the moſt foniſhing)ſcene 5 al open- 
ed; * by this time, upon * thie in- 

* G erpolated 
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terpolated minute, with the letter wrote privately 
to Dr Wiſhart, Mr Dickſon had diſcovered that 
they were both of one handwriting, 2iz. of Mr 
Oliver, not the clerk, but the Moderator of the 
preſbytery at the time of the interpolation ; and 
upon this diſcovery, the preſbytery, one with an- 
other, with Mr Walace at the head of them all, 
agree in this naked and genuine account, as they 
call it, of the matter, viz. that Mr Oliver their 
Moderator had wrote the minute of April 1757, at 


the deſire of the preſbytery at Peebles, on the very 


day the preſbytery met there for privy-cenſures, 
and in the room where the preſbytery uſually 
meets, and all the members of the preſbytery ex- 
preſſed their ſurpriſe at Mr Dickſon's having ever 
alledged that this minute was wrote in a clande- 
To all 
this confounding falſchood, contrived at the di- 


ſtance of two years, impoſlible, and diſproved by 


the extracts of court, and teſtimony of members, 


and by a thouſand indubitable evidences in Pert. 


bytery, in Synod, and in the Court of Seſſion, Mr 

Dickſon will anſwer nothing, but in the words of 

his former prophetic denunciation, if it can be - 

ſuppoſed that a judge on earth could be found to 

allow a depoſition to be emitted, ſo palpably con- 
trary to all poſſible truth. 

In Auguſt 1759 the-preſbytery entered upon the 
conſideration of their own conduct in the matter 
of Bertram, when now Mr Dickſon's excuſe was 
ſuſtained, being neceflarily abſent : however, in a a 
letter ſent by Mr Gibſon, to be delivered to the 
preſbytery, Mr Dickſon deſired that tie Lord She- 
riff, and their preſent elder in Aſſembly, mi ight be 
inrolled alſo, as elder from the Newlands in the 


| A itſelf, and that from him they might be 


* allured 


* 
— 
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red of Mr Bertrins's repeated confeſſions, which 
had been, times without number, produced in 
preſbytery, and read by many members with their 
own eyes: but yet Mr Wallace and his adherents 
were now pleaſed to reſtrain their clerk for the 
time, from ſo much as enrolling the Sheriff's name; 
and then, at the ſame time, they inſert in their re- 
cords a very falſe averment, that, according to 
the belt of their information, Bertram had never 
confeſſed the crimes charged upon him, From 
.. whence is it poſſible they could ſeek or find infor- 
mation, Who had refuſed to read the confeſſions 
themſelves , and had excluded the Sheriff before 
whom they were emitted, from his ſeat in their 
court, leſt he ſhould give a teſtimony againſt their 
confederate? 

By this day's minutes too, Mr Wallace and the 
preſbytery, in abſence of the Sheriff and Mr Dick- 
ſon, find his letter, May 15. 1759, requiring them, 
inter alia, to publiſh their own laws againit immo- 
rality, c. Cc. highly injurious to themſelves, 
DD Inj urious to the interlocutor of the Sheriff, and 
« injurious to Mr Bertram;” and, in end, the 
clerk, by order of the preſbytery, writes to Mr 
Dickſon, that if he will not attend, “ they will 
« certainly proceed to conſider his affair without 
% delay at next diet.“ ; 

September 26. 1759. Mr Dickſon wrote a return 
to the clerk, intreating them to proceed as far as 
they pleaſed, or as Mr Wallace directed them ; D 
and though he imagined they had already pro- 
ceeded widely beyond all the rules of truth, ho 
nour, or common ſenſe, yet he promiſed not to in. 
terrupt them. However now the preibytery would 
not move one ſtep further till Mr Dickſon vouch- 
 Lafed to attend them; and then, as many down- 
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right falſehoods were in the minutes inſert ex poff 
fats, and ſome of theſe too in his name, therefore 

he iniſted, that the minutes ſhould always be 
cloſed, and authenticated by the Moderator's ſub- 
ſcription, or clerk's, before the concluſion of the 
meeting, or at leaſt at the next ſubſequent diet: 
but this legal requeſt was refuſed, in order to pre- 
f-rve the liberty taken apparently by members, of 
razing the true, and inſerting falſe minutes, and 
of altering them at pleaſure, as indeed the books 
appear in difierent lights upon every new inſpec- 
tion, winch neither the nominal moder ators nor 
clerk can in the leaſt explain, 

October 31. 1959. Mr Dickſon intreated that all 
the minutes of debate might be burnt, and that all 
differences whatſoever be forgot or extinguiſhed, 
either in Mr Weſley's manner with Mr Whitefield, 
©: it that be too ſerious, in Mr Webſter's manner of 
old with the Dunfermling preſbytery, over a bottle 
of wine, to which all the preſbytery moſt joy fully 
agreed; and Mr Dickſon's name was mentioned 
by the nominal Moderator, Mr Cairns, from the 
chair, with a kind of exultation and tranſport; 
but Mr Wallace judiciouſly ſaid, That he would 
not take a hogſhead,” and neither would he be 
perſuaded to let the Synod, or any other judge 
be choſen, but himſelf and his followers, to deter- 
mine theſe differences, and therefore a peremp- 
tory appointment was repeated wpon Mr Dickſon 
to prepare all his apologies, accuſations, Cc. Cc. 
zgainſt the 12th of December, when, with folemn 
certification, it was peremptorily determined, that 
rhe grand, decifive, irreverſible ſentence ſhould be 
pronounced by the pannel;. Mr Wallace, and his 
ſoecli criminum, in their own caule ; and ſurely with 

much 


„ 


much more juſtice might it have been left to the 
Earl of Ferrers to pronounce his own doom. 
December 12. 1759. A large committee of this 
kirk-ſeffion attended the preſbytery with a ſeſſional 
narrative of the premiſles, demanding judgment, 
under proteſt and appeal to the Synod upon the 
preſbytery's refuſal ; but now, to the aſtoniſhment 
of all, Mr Wallace deſerted this diet, and in his 
abſence the preſbytery was as obſequious to Mr 
Dickſon as ever it was to Mr Wallace, fo that a// 
weapons of warfare were laid down, a pint of wine, 
5c. was drunk to Mr Wallace's health, and, upon 
the motion of a reverend member, Mr Dickſon a- 
greed with Mr Robertſon moderator, and all the 
other members, to refer the whole matter to a- 
gentleman in the county, then preſent, to whom 
Mr Dickſon ſubſcribed the reference; and the ar- 
biter was told that he had nothing more to do, but 
to contrive a method to pacify Mr Wallace. 
Although the preſbytery did not dare in Mr 
Wallace's abſence to enter one word of theſe de- 


| liberations into the ininutes of couit, yet ib it is 


in fact, that after this peried, when Mr Dickſon's 
leiſure and curioſity led him to look into the 
preſbytery-record for the original charge againit 
himſelf in the privy-cenſures of the 7th February 
1759, he found it entirely cancelled, as upon ocu- 
lar inſpection will (hl appear. 

January. 30. 1750. Mr Wallace was preſent, and 
Mr Dickfon neceſlarily abſent ; and now firſt of all, 
the abſence of many members upon the fatli of 
December, and fhortneſs'of the day, is inſert in 
the record, as the: reaſon why the preſbytery had 

not then proceeded according to their peremptory 
promiſe, tho' indeed there had been more men. 
bers preſent than the preſhytery would admit up- 
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«ar the rol}; for neither the preſbytery- elder from 
| Newlands nor from Drummelzier were enrolled : 
and though the day was thort, the night, which 
the moſt part of the preſbytery ſpent together, 
was long. But the truth is, that the members * 
preſhytery 3 in December could not anſwer to Mr 
Wallace for their pacific ſchemes ; and therefore 
the preſbytery of this bloody day, zoth January, 
though not more numerous than the laſt, but for 
Mr Wallace's ſingle {elf}, reſumed the conſideration 
| of the cancelled charge ; and though the full nar- 
rative of defences given in according to the ap- 
pointment in December, was never ſo much as 
read, yet the minutes of this day affirm that the 
papers given in, and formerly read, had not given 
the ſmalleſt ſatisfaction to the preſbytery, i. e. Mr 
Wallace, who is not ſoon like to be ſatisfied with him- 
ſelf, (Prov. xiv. 14.), and therefore Mr Wallace's 
preſbytery, . Find Mr Dickfon's conduct injurious / 
„% and cenſurable.“ But in great indulgence to 
him, as the minutes bear, they proceed no — 
at that nor the next diet. 
April 2. 1750. Upon Mr Dickſon's return to tlie 
preſbytery, he was conſtrained for himſelf and 
ſeſſion to appeal; or rather, if Mr Wallace would 
_ calmly liſten to reaſon, Mr Dickfon ftill conde- 
ſeended to a reference, to any mortal of Mr Wal- 
lace's nomination : but that was rejected ; and not 
only ſo, but after appeal taken, Mr Wallace at the 
head of this ſingular preſbytery, has judicially aſ- 
' ferted his own paramount right to proceed. 
However, he was at length moft graciouſly plea- 
ſed to propoſe a reference of the whole affair to 
the Synod, which he offers in name of his preſby- 
tery, even as Mr Dickſon offers this reference in the 
name of the much more honourable and Chriſtian 


fociety of his own {ſeflion, which, after review of 
5 the 
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the Synod, will be verbatim inſert in the ſeſſional 
records, to be by the Synod atteſted. 

Mx Dickſon will only further ſay, that as in the 
caſe of Biggar preſbytery in November 1757; fo 
now much more in the preſent caſe, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to require production of the original re- 


cord or principal copy of the reviſed minutes of 


preſbytery that are in the clerk's hand, before 
any of the later editions, moſt ſran#atouily manu- 
factured by Mr Wallace, are fo mach as read. 
Upon the whole, Mr Dickfon ventures to ſay, and 
__ undertakes, after compariſon of the various edi- 
tions, to prove, that more impious, abſurd, falſe, 
malicious, and inconfſiſtent nonſenſe, was never 
collected in fo ſmall a volume of eccleſiaſtical hi- 
ſtory, than is to be found in the records of the 
Peebles preſhytery, compoled by Mr Wallace, du- 
ring theſe four years paſt; and with reſpect to all 
the other delinquents before named, as well as him, 
though Mr Dickſon is himſelf tormented in the 
proſpect of their diſgrace or puniſhment, ang} veri- 
1y believes, that their eternal redemption will be 
an eſſential ingredient in his own eternal happi- 
neſs, yet to puniſh their vice with milder cenſures, 
is but to promote their happineſs; and therefore 
he will further take liberty to ſay, that the ſupe- 
rior courts of this church are unavoidably obliged 
to animadvert upon the finful and immoral prac- 
tices before-related, efp<cially if they mean to act 
at all conſiſtently with their own ſeritences in the 
caſes of the learned and pious Meff. Boſton and 
' Gilleſpie, and the brethren of Dunfermline, not 
to mention the friends of the theatre. | 
| ARCH. FAIRBAIRN, Seſſ. Clk. 
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February 26. 176 . 


Unto the Right Hencurable the Lords of Council and Seſſion, 


The PETITION of Mr David Dickſon miniſter of the 
goſpel at Newlands, | 


 Humbly Sheweth, 

2 it is very doubtful if the petitioner ſhall 
be ever able, even among the immortals, to 
Jaſtify his retreat from the honourable and uſeful 
buſineſs of the parliament- liouſe into the miniſtry, 
to which he was at ſirſt determined by the ſad be- 
reavement, celebrated in. tie ſubjoined poem ; but 
the tranſition was ſo wildly ſingular, that in pre- 
ſent appearances on this ſide of the grave, he ne- 
ver once attempted. to vindicate himſelf to the 
wiſer and better part of mankind ; and therefore 
he withdrew, deſiring as much as might be to for- 
t the world, and to have his name forgotten in 
the juſtling ſcenes of buſineſs and action, which 
lie leſt in perfect peace, elteem and love for all 
that are yet involved in them: and in this view 
only, did he ſubſtitute the name of his couſin, Mr 
William Loch, writer in Edinburgh, as a friend 
and truſtee, in place of the petitioner's own name, 
in the right of ſeveral debts due to him ; and par- 
ticularly in the right of an heretable debt of about 
L. 1100. upon the eſtate of Lord Ruthven, which 
debt was therefore transferred into Mr Loch's 
perſon ; and in executing this truſt, Mr Loch had 
never more trouble than tv ſign a receipt from the 
factor upon the eſtate of the yearly dividends, 


and pay them over to the petitioner or his order, 
'Fhat 


Lv -3 
That from tIkefe dividends Mr Loch has been 
. Pleaſed to retain. L. 200 Sterling for his journey 
through the rebel army, to ſettle with Lord Ruth- 
ven an account for the petitioner, which never 
exiſted, and for fach other ſervices as were either 
never performed by Mr Loch, nor any body elſe, 
or ſich as now appear to have been before fully 
ſatisfied, and paid, and diſcharged, by a variety 
of Jotumentts produced in the hand-writing of 
Mr Loch himſelf. 

From theſe dividends he retains alſo L. 27 of 
expences awarded him in a fummar-complaint, 
_ exhibited ſometime ago before your Lordſhips; in 
the account of Which expences, there is one among 
other uncommon articles ftated as paid by Mr 
Loch, for entertaining the petitioner's lawyer in 
a tavern, alongſt with Mr James Spence, ſecretary 
to the bank of Scotland, expreſsly ſaid to have 
been intended to perſuade the lawyer of the in- 
juſtice of his client's plea; and L. 33 Sterling 
more is retained, as the ex$ence of a decreet of 
1 5 ſheets, extracted by Mr Loch, to be a voucher 
to intitle him to retain that L.1 7. which he refuſed 
to take payment of in caſh when oftered before 
the extract. 

He retains alſo a en ſum of 68. 6 d. Ster- 
ling, faid to be due to him by the petitioner, in 
balance of an account, with L. 5: 8: 11 Sterling 


of intereſt upon that balance, both awarded by 


Mr Spence's decreet- arbitral after mentioned. 
He retains alſo L. 7. more, as the penalty of a 
ſubmiſſion, which he fays is incurred by the pe- 
titioner; and as Mr Loch could not himſelf take 
the trouble to write his own receipts of the divi- 
dends to the factor, he retains a mall compliment, 
which, 
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which, he ſays, he paid to the factor, or to his 
ſub - factor or clerk for writing theſe receipts. 
Atſter all theſe retentions Mr Loch was pleaſed to 
leavethe remaining dividends in the factor's hand, 
refuſing from year to year, either to uplift them 
himſelf, or to ſuffer the petitioner to uplift his 
own money, and far leſs would Mr Loch conde- 
ſcend to denude and re-convey the debt itſelf, 
though neither he nor any other mortal, beſides 
- the petitioner, pretends to have the leaſt intereſt 
in it; nor hath Mr Loch any earthly preſtation, 
clogg, claim, or demand whatever to make upon 
the petitioner. 

The petitioner therefore was conſtrained to in- 
fiſt in the proceſs which he had brought in this 
court, requiring Mr Loch to denude; and in the 
ſame proceſs the petitioner inſiſts alſo for reduc- 
tion of a very ſtrange decreet-arbitral, pronoun- 
ced by Mr Spence, betore named, upon a ſubmiſ- 
ſion between Mr Loch and the petitioner. 

In November 1758, a petition was offered to your 
Lordihips upon the competency of this reduction, 
containing a very particular recapitulation of the 
proceedings had upon Mr Loch's complaint, and 
of the progreſs already made in the preſent de- 
pending proceſs, of which petition, copies are 
again herewith put into your Lordſhips boxes, for 
the peruſal eſpecially of ſuch of your Lordſhips 
number as were not then upon the bench. 

In that petition, the lawyer for Mr Dickſon 
ventures to aſſert the verity of every article of the 
charge formerly made againſt Mr Loch, and of- 
| fered proof of ſuch aſſertion : it is there with truth 
aſſerted, that Mr Dickſon did, with his own hand, 
deliver L. 300 to Lord Balgony, now Earl of Leven, 
without receipt, and left L. 300 more in Mr Loch's 
haud, 
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hand, both to pay off a bond due to Lady Balgony 
and her ſiſter, and extinoniſh the debt, or take a 
receipt of the money to the petitioner ; and yet 
in the petitioner's abſence, Mr Loch did take the 
receipt of the money in his own name, and pro- 
cured:a ſimple aſſignation of the debt in his own 
favour, which to this hour he will not ſuffer to be 
corrected, averring before all the world in the 
poem herein after mentioned, that he paid the 
debt himielf. It is alſo true, that although Mr 
Loch did not depone 4a7imo perjurandi, yet, in fact, 
he did, in a tranſport of paſſion, very unadviſed- 
Iy and wrongfully, ſubſeribe upon oath to the ve- 
rity of a narrative of twenty two folio pages, 
which the petitioner hopes Mr Loch never read, 
as it appears to be written by another hand; and 
chere is not, from beginning to end, one ſingle 
paragraph in it that is true; and neither is this 
oath at all emitted in terms of the petitioner's re- 
ference. Aud yet, further, it is alſo true, that Mr 
Loch did recerve of the petitioner's money L. 3 
or 400 more, to pay a bond and bill or two, in 
which Mr Loch was engaged for the petitioner, 
and for this purpoſe the money was duly applied; 
but Mr Loch was pleaſed to take the receipts or 
aflignations in his own name, and thereafter in a 
frenzy put the petitioner's obligaticns to, relieve 
him in the regiſter. Theſe aſſertions are the words 
of ſoberneſi and truth. And your Lordſhips did, up- 
on Lord Auchivleck's report, unanimouſly pro- 
nounce a judgment upon them, of which the pe- 
titioner does no more complain. 

In the fame petition, ſeveral plauſible reaſons 
of reduction of the decreet-arbitral are alſo con- 
deſcended upon; ſuch as, %, That Mr Spence, 
in this decreet-arbitral, has not only exceeded his 

powers, 
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powers, and pronounced a judgment tra vircy 
fed et contra vires comprimiſſi, as the decreet is in- 
deed molt directly inconſiſtent and contrary to 
tne very tonor of the ſubmiſiion ; for, in the ex- 
preſs words of the ſubmiſſion, the arbiters are di. 
rected and required to calculate and fuſtain in- 
tereſt to the creditor, de die in diem, upon the plain 
account, which was the only ſubject of diſpute 
and reference at the date of the ſabmiflion ; and 
as it is confeſſed and proved, that the petitioner 
is the creditor, and Mr Loch the confefſled debtor 
in every poſlible form or edition that ever was, 
or ever can be compoled of this account, Mr 
Spence was therefore, by the plain words of the 
{bmitton, abſolutely obliged to decern a balance 
of principal with intere to Mr Dickſon ; whereas, 
in the decreet=arbitral, Mr Spence has ſuppreſied, 
not only the dates, but all the particular cle 
themſelves both of debt or credit ; which, in other 
words, is to ſuppreſs the true account altogether ; 
and in its room has ſubſtitute certain data, which, 
in trath, never had a being: aud from theſe non- 
enticies, he has found Mr Dickion, the petitioner, 
debtor to Mr Loch in a balance of 6 s. 6 d. Prin- 
cipal fam, and in a balance of L.5:8:11 of in- 
tereſt, which amouuts to 333 years intereſt of the 
principal fum ; for it cannot be ſo much as al- 
ledged, that at any period the principal fam due 
to Mr Loch exceeded the capital balance thus de- 
cerned. +240, The petitioner docs not ſo much as 
by the words of the ſabmittion itfelf,, ſubmit in the 
character oſtrengeſtntative or fuccenor to Nr Thio- 
mas Dickivon , bis be other, whole name was nexer 
thou ght of at the date ofthe ſubmiſſion; ; and tlie 
mighty queſtion concerning the contexture of the 
account was only a perſonal diipute ; and not on- 
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Iy ſo, but hen the petitioner, in preſence of Mr 
Spence, threu down upon the table L. 100 Sterling 
in bank notes, deſtring Mr Loch to take what he 
would, if any claim he had either upon the peti- 
tioner, or upon his brother's ſucceſſion, or upon 
any one of his family; Mr Loch did then reply 
with indignation, That he never pretended to 
make any fach claim: and yet Mr Spence, by his 
decreet, finds the petitioner liable, in the charac- 
ter of repreſentative of Mr Thomas Dickſon, for 
payment to Mr Loch of the expences of two Lon. 
don journeys, ſaid to be undertaken by Mr Loch 
in the buſineſs of Mr Thomas Dickſon: theſe ex- 
pences the arbiter aſſerts in his decreet never to 
have been allowed in any accounts fitted either be- 
twixt Mr Thomas Dickſon, or the petitioner and 
Mr Loch, although the arbiter never {ſaw theſe ac- 
counts between Mr Tliomas Dickfon and Mr Locli;; 
and now, whenthe accounts are produced, the whole 
-6f theſe expences appear to have been ſatisfied, 
paid, andoverandoveragain diſcharged by Mr Loch 
himlelF; and, what is much worſe, it appears too, 
that Mr Loch, if he ſpeaks truth, did much lets 
than nothing for Mr Thomas Dickion in the er- 
rand upon which he was fent to London; for, as 
he depones, he was fent up to fettle an accouiit 
claimed from Mr Dickſon, by one Wright, a mad- 
houſe-keeper, for the maintenance of Walſton, 
and to recover inſtructions of former payments, 
ſuppoſed to have been made of this account to 
Wright; and though Mr Loch ftaid in London ſb 
long as fix weeks in the firſt, and as long in his 
laſt expedition, yet ſo it was, that when the peti- 
tioner was, after his brother's death, purſued for 
this ſome account, Mr Loch deponed in this court, 
that he had never fo much as procured a ſight of | 
it at London from Mr Wright nor taken any do- 
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cument of the exiſtence of the receipts of pay-_ 
ment which he had diſcovered, nor ſo much as 
called the perſons in whoſe cuſtody theſe receipts: 
were known to be, to give evidence in the proof 
which was directed and executed by Mr Loch at 
London; and the effect of this negligence was, 
that with great difficulty a new commiſtion was. 
obtained from your Lordſiips to take a fupple- 
mentary proof, upon which even the tenor of the. 
receipts that were loſt in the interim, was yet 10 
clearly proved, that your Lordſ{aips unanimouſly 
ſuſtained the payments. 3/0, Though no herc- 
table r1ghtis ſubmitted to this gentleman of figures, 
nor can be once {ſuppoſed to have been intended 
to be comprehended under the gener al words of 
this ſubmiſſion in common ſtyle, without any the. 
leaſt reference had to rights of an heretable na- 
ture, yet Mr Spence has. preſumed to determine 
upon the heretable debt before mentioned, of 
which lie never {aw nor examined the riglits; and 
he has impoſed a ſecurity upon it for no leis a 
compliment to Mr Loch than. L. 200 Sterung, a com- 
pliment indeed ſo merely gratuitous and jo extra- 
vagant, that, as in Mr Spence's preſence, beiore 
his decreet, Mr Loch told, he had no claim for a 
ſixpence, ſo, ſince the date of the decreet, Mr 
Loch, for his -own vindication, ſays he 1s not to 
retain the money, but only waits for a private 
manner in which to convey it back to the peti- 
tioner, without diſcovery ; a generous ſcheme i in- 
deed, worthy of himſelf! | 
Theſe are the reaſons of reduction inſiſted upon, 
before Lord Strichen two or three years ago, up- 
on the firſt warrant to diſcuſs them; and they are 
again condeſcended upon in the petition of No- 
vember 1758. And . Lor e upon aaviſitg 
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that petition, remitted the proceſs again to lis 
Lordſhip, to hear parties upon the reaſons of re- 
dation, and to determine or report: but, at the 
ſame time, from your Lordthips bench it was in- 
ti dated, with great condeſcenſion, by the Lord 
Preſident, that this honourable court would ex- 
pect to hear no more of this proceſs: and there- 
fore, though to this hour Mr Loch declines a re- 
ference to any of his own lawyers, and though, 
without the leaſt ſhadow of law, reaſon, or com- 
mon ſenſe, he refates ſo much as obedience to the 
Lord Ordinary's interlocutor, ordaining him to 
denude : yet the petitioner has, ſince your Lord- 
ſhip's remit, taken no ſtep in the proces, except to 
call it for once before the year expired, to keep 
alive the dependence; and probably, whatever 
he ſuffers, he ſhould have waited till Mr Loch re- 
turn to himſelf, for redreſs, rather than trouble 
your Lordſhips with further complaint, was it not 
for the moſt aſtoniſhing incident in all this won- 
derful proceſs, which tlie petitioner is now con- 
ſtrained, by every motive of honour and N to 
reprezent to the court. Ei 

In September laſt, when, in 3 petitioner” 8 
neighbourhood, Mr Loch was employed in buſi- 
neſs to which tlie petitioner had originally recom- 
mended: him, a ſingle copy of an anonymous 
printed poem, under the title of Janus, a Character, 
was ſent to Mr Loch, incloſed under a blank cover 
directed for him, as he ſaid, by an unknown hand; 
which poem he publiſhed, as containing the au- 
thentic memoirs of the petitioner's lite, over town. 
and country, in public inns and private houſes, 
before friends and firangers conveened to hear 
the rehearfal from Mr Loch's own mouth; and 
though he every where averred, that however cu- 
H 2 | rious 
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rions to know, he could not by any means Tearn 
who was the author, yet upon every occaſion he 
ſaper-added' his own teſtimony to the author's, in 
aſſerting, that upon his perſonal knowledge he 
conld make oath upon the verity of every article 
of the poem, but two, to which he was a ſtranger, 

In ſome fach ſecret manner, and for the ſame 
purpoſe, copies of this poem were ſent to the Rev. 
Mr William Wallace, miniſter of the goſpel at 
Drummelzier, and William Bertram merchant in 
Broughton his diſciple, and abundance of other 
copies were alſo, under blank covers, ſcattered 
over the petitioner's pariſh and the neighbour - 
hood, among his heretors, elders, and people, in 
October laſt, immediately before the adminiſtra» 
tion of the ſacrament in his pariſh. 

At length, what Mr Loch could not poſſibly preſs 
of the author, the poet himdelf has diſcovered, in 
a letter of the following tenor, dated at Edinburgh 
the 16th of November laſt, and addrefled by him 
to a member of this court: 

c Sir, You have heard of a ſcandalous Iampoor, 
intituled Janus, put in verſe by me, at the inſti- 
gation and particular defire of Mr William Loch 
writer here, - and William Bertram merchant in 
Bronghton, who furnifhed me with the ſcandalons 
materials, and promiſed me five. SR to com- 
poſe a poem out of them. 
Mr Loch promifed further to be my friend for 
life, and that he would employ me to write for 
Him as his clerk; or would ſend me to Jamaica, 
if 1 inclined, to his ſon, who would gire me L. 100 
per anni. 

«© Mr Bertram was as liberal in his e as 
the other, and laid on the table in Mr Loch's houſe, 
(where they ſent for me), a piece of gold, I took 


: E 1 
it for a L. 3, 12 8. piece, and promiſed me a com- 
pliment if I murdered the character to his liking. 
I wrote that night, from the diction of Mr 

Loch and William Bertram, thirteen foho pages 
of ſcandal, which was corrected, with an addenda, 
by Mr Loch the next day, and wrote with hs OWN 
hand. 

I was prevailed upon to rake ten ſhillings and 
ſix pence from Me Loch that night, but refuled 
Mr Bertram's gold, as I was not certain whether I. 
would write a lampoon on a perſon whom, till 
that night, I never heard of, and to whole cha- 
racter I was altogether a ſtranger, to the ſatisfac- 
tion of my employers., Mr Loch indeed told me 
that night, that the perſon I was to expoſe in that 
ſcandalous manner was his couſin, and that it was 
Mr David Dickſon miniſter of the goſpei at News 
lands; but gave him fuch a. horrid. character, 
which, together with my. poverty, induced me to- 
put their materials in verſe: this I was alſo told 
would bea very grateful ſacrifice to Mr William Wal- 
lace miniſter of the goſpel at Drummelzier ; and 
Mr Loch affared Bertram, that his money would 
he better beſtowed upon me than in conſulting 
Mr Alexander Lockhart. I accordingly ſet about 
it, and executed the horrid tale to the ſatisfaction. - 
of Mr Loch, who reviſed the performance, and or-- 
dered me to have it. printed for him, which was 
done accordingly, though indeed the printer was 
altogether ignorant of the dramatis perſone.. Mr 
Loch reviſed and corrected the proofs, which the 
printer's apprentice carried to him at his bouſe, 
for. the maſter-priater was not in town. Mr Loch 
rode to the country with a ſe of the copies, and 
ordered me to {end the whole impreffion (being 
fire. hundred copics) to his houſe, which was ac- - 
3 | cordin ply. 
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eordingly done by the printer's apprentice ; and 
Mr James Loch, his ſon, and myſelf a(fifting him, 
folded up about 15% copies, and Mr James Loch 
wrapped them np in coarſe paper, and addreſſed 
two bundles of them to the {aid William Bertram, 
and F delivered one of the bundles to the carrier 
myſelf. Mr James had ſent the other bundle, or 
carried it himſelf, for I ſaw both in the carrier's 
hands. Mr James alſo bendlcd up ſome copies, 
and directed them to his father, who was then for 
ſome weeks in the country. 5 

At Mr Loch's arrival here (which I longed 
much for) I waited on him for my payment, and 
for payment of the printer's account. Mr Loch 
refuled to pay the account till I tbould bring the. 
printer preſent to his heuſe, which I did, and he 
then paid the printer L. 1, . and wauld enly 
pay me twenty fſlallingxs, which I refuſed, and 
went oft to a public houſe below ſtairs, and ſent 
for a town-officer to ſummon him before a magi- 
rate for my agreed price; but the officer making 
fome ſeruples, I ſtrack him over the head. with my 
ſtilt, which gave him a wound that bled plentiful- 
tz. I was then afraid of being fined ior this riot, 
run in queſt of Mr Loch, and went by his order to 
the houſe of Robert Gibb, in the back-ſtairs, where 
he paid me, in the preſence of witnelles, L. : 4: (, 
which, with half a guinea I had. at firſt, five ſhil- 
lings afterwards from him, and five ſhillings from 
Mr James his ſen, in his abſence, made L. 2, 5 8. 
which my neceſſity obliged me to accept, and for 
which I gave him my diſcharge in full. This ba- 
lance enabled me to make peace with the officer, 
and I can aſſure you I was a loſer by. the affair, 


and am really of opinion, that whatever is won 


over the devil's. back is. ſpent under his belly : I 
| ; mean, 
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mean, that there is a curſe accompanying the wa- 
ges of iniquity. I had promiſed ſecrecy to Mr 
Loch and William Bertram, but am really fo far a 
Papiſt, that I do not look upon myſelf in any fort 
bound to keep faith with ſuch heretics, who break 
their honour with me. I ain mad that I thould 
murder a character for ſuch a trifle ; for I told Mr 
Loch, that I ſhould murder as many characters as 
he had a mind for five guineas each, and nothing 
under: however, I only repeat tlris as a banter, 
for when I told him this, it was when our conſpi- 
racy was over, and poor Claudero hyvmm'd out of 
his money, and began to look upon his employers: 
as real Januſes, and himſelf a cozen'd, miſerable, 
poor poet. 

„Dear Sir, the above 15 a juſt narrative of facts; 
and 1 appeal to Mr Lock's conſcience, that every 
thing here repreſented is true, and, if EY 
could prove it by witneſles. ; 

« You'll judge by this, whether Tam fo much 
to blame as you at firſt imagined. I ſaw Mr Dick- 
fon when he was in town; he appears to be a very 
good man: he gave me his forgiveneſs readily, 
when I told him the ſtory. Moreover, he ſtrictly 

forbid me to write avy thing again{t Mr Lock, 

and told me, I would be a very great villain if I 

did. Though I indeed intended to expoie- the 

whole ſtory in another poem, yet aſter ſuch gen- 

teel uſage from Mr Dickſon I-will keep my. word 

to him, but will for the future avoid Mr Loch as 

a very dangereus man, and wiil be more cautious , 
ever after to avoid ſuch employment. You cannot 
imagine the wound it gave me, when I was fo ca- 
fly forgiven by the very gentleman whom I had 
abuſed, by putting ſuch helliſh lies in verſe. 

« I am, vir, with. a grateful ſenſe of all your 

former 


1 * 1 
former fours, your much obliged, 1 moll 


L humble (ſervant, R 
p 2 | * JauEs WILSON.“ 


wh Tt 1s en to 1 your Lordilips, that Mr 

i Bertram, who is one of the heroes of the poem, is 
a merchant, and alſo a tenant of part of the eſtatè 
of Broughton, over which Mr Loch, recommended 
by the petitioner, is at preſent factor. 

In December 1755, this Bertram, in a caſe, of 
which the particulars need not here to be men- 
tioned, exhipited before Lord Shualton in this 
Court, aa account of tyenty-nme articles of mer- 
chandiſe, with a particular date annexed to each, 
ſaid to have been ſuruiſhed by kim to Mr Thomas 
Dickſon during a courſe of {even years before his 
death ; to the verity of which account, in, every 
article, Mr Bertram wilfully deponed before his 
Lordſhip, as it now appears, even after he was cer- 
tified of its falſchood; and thereafter he exacted 
and received payment of this account from the 
petitioner ; and yet, after all, Mr Bertram was con-- 
ſtrained once and again before the Sheriff of tlie 

county, to confeſs judicialty the falſehood of his 
oath, and alio the falſehood of the account itſelf 
in every ſingle article, all which, from beginning 
to end, he acknowledged to be an entire fiction, 
. out of his own brain in September 1755, 
which was ſeven years after Mr Dickſon's death ; 
and to verify this ingenuous confeſlion, he was ſo 
honeſt as to produce his books, and confeſſed fur- 
ther, that what was therein ſtated had been paid 
in Mr Thomas Dickſon's life; and in tlie open court 
| he entreated the Sheriff to intercede with the pe- 
* titioner for mercy, which was eafily found. 
: In what manner all the excellent and obſolete 
SE laws. 
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Iaws of parliament and aſſembly againſt profanes 
neſs and immorality, to which every miniſter at 
their ordination vow conformity, have been tranſ- 
greſſed by Mr Wallace, and what encouragement 
in wickedneſs he and his reverend followers in the 
preſbytery have given to this man, even after his 
deliberate and repeated confeſhons of ſuch com- 
plicated guilt, of falſehood, perjury, and theft, 
was exhibited before the preſbytery itſelf, would 
be impertinent here to recount. Mr Wallace and 
his confederates in the prefbytery, the other heroes 
of the poem, were charged themſelves with mi- 
demeanours, perpetrated judicially in the name 
of Gop, for which any layman would be rendered 
for ever infamous; and as this charge againſt 
them was within ſhut doors, moſt ſolemnly juſti- 
fied in the privy-cenfures of the Synod, it might 
appear unſeemly in them to execute againſt others 
the laws profanely tranſpreiled by themſelves; 
and therefore they not only declined to proſecute 
Mr Bertram, but have incurred the legal penalty 
of three months ſuſpenſion, by refuſing fo much as 
from their pulpits to publiſh the laws againſt im- 
morality, preſcribed by the acts of Afembly. 

With reſpect to the poem itſelf, it is fo far 
above all compariſon or precedeut ignominious 
and falſe, calumnious, ebſcene and defamatory of 
characters wlach to every good man muſt be dear> 
er than his own, that it cannot without horror 
_ and indignation be locked at in the origtual, and 
far lefs can the whole be innocently trauicribed 3 
ſo much of it as ean be decently repeated, and is 
a ſufficient ſpecimen, is ſubjoined to. this petition, 
and one of the five hundred onginal copies is put 
into the clerk's hand. The heart muſt be much 


bater than the petitioner's, that does not feel an ime 
preſlion 


$3.39 
preſſion from ſuch an abuſe, that is not to be utter- 
ed, and therefore he leaves it to ſpeak for it{cif, 
One and another of your Lordi{kips have dane 
the petitioner the honour to call kim under vy 
high expreſſions of regard into the moſt ſacred of. 
fice of life; and however contemptible church- 
men have rendered themſelves by their inattentive 
atteſtations of each other's character, yet your pe- 
titioner's life and manners from the cradle for- 
ward, throngh many moſt extraordinary cata- 
Atrophes, will bear all that ſevere ſcrutiny which 
in the privy cenſures of the church the eccleſiaſ- 
tical law requires, and there with peculiar ſolem- 
nity, the petitioner has been juſtified by gentlemen 
whom nothing but the force of truth could oblige 
to juſtify him; and that juſtification has been ap- 
proved in the ſupreme court of the church, of 
which almoſt all the reſt of your Landei, are 
moſt honourable members. | 
Perhaps the laws of honour do require the peti- 
tioner, and feveral other gentlemen intimately 
concerned in the injured characters, to take ano 
ther ſatisfaction of Mr Loch than your Lordila ups 
ean give, even though the forfeiture of the peti- 
tioner's life itſelf, and loſs of all his money in Mr 
Loch's hand, ſhould upon the 219 Act Par. 14. 
Ja. VI. be the conſequence, if the loſs of the plea 
be not part of the legal penalty Amar. incurred 
by Mr Loch bhimſelf. | 
However, the ſpirit a Chr iltianity 50 only al- 
lo the petitioner, and the laws of the church and 
ſtate intitle him with humble confidence to apply 
for redreſs to your Lordſhips: and indeed the acts 
of parliament and of aſſembly are both united 
with the voice of his whole pariſh, and of every 
1 Chriſtian over the county, except the reve- 
rend 
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rend directors of the Preſhytery of Peebles, in cry- 
ing aloud for your Lordſhips animadverſton, who 
are the ſupreme arbiters and guardians of the ec- 
cleſiaſtical as well as of the civil laws of the nation. 
And yet, upon the whole, however neceſſary it 
may be to inflict diſlonour and puniſhment upon 
Mr Loch for his lawleſs and inſolent behaviour in 
this proceſs all over, yet the petitioner cannot 
wiſh that Mr Loch's general character ſhould be 
formed upon it, otherways, as his poet ſpeaks, he 
would indeed be the real Janus; but io degenera- 
ted is human nature, in its yet unreſiored itate, 
that much fouler blemiſhes and more unpardo::- 
able crimes are found in the ſacred hiltof of the 
men of infpiration themſelves; and the beſt apo. 
logy that can, with truth be conceived, and the 
higheſt encominm upon Mr Loch's character, is to 


fay, that he js beſides hiuiſelf. 


May it therefore pleaſe your Lordſhips to conſider 


the premiſes, and to inquire after the diſiribution 


of the 500 copies of the poem, over the church aud 
nation, and ge determine upon the whole, 


According to your impartial and diſpaſſionate 
Wiivom and juſtice, c. 


' DAVID DICKSON. 
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A CHARACTER. 


AS me, muſe, in rhime to write 

3 The vices. of a hypocrite, | | 
"Whoſe perverſe ſoul, with double views, 
Adverſe to good, all vice purſues. 


© Near Scotia's Tweed does Janus dwell, 


In ſhow a ſaint, but imp of hell; 
A pulpiteer, quite void of grace, 

A ſcandal to the Chriſtian race, 

With ſubtle tricks and canting ſtyle . 
The elect almoſt can beguile, 

Made up of ſtriſe and contradiction, 
Tells lies for truth, and truth for fiction; 
So freight with malice and envy, 

The devil he approaches nigh. 

To ſaintſhip often he pretends, 
 When'he's about to cheat his friends. 
Then aid my ſong, ye tuneful nine! 
- Detect this devil, a divine ! 

Let force of truth flow ſmooth in verſe, 
While Janus' roguery I rehearſe. 

Let honeſt Bertram clearly ſhine, 

An injur'd man in ev'ry line. 
This be my taſk: ye gods aſſiſt, 
To damn a rogue, and clear the juſt (a). 

| FE ett 6+ 0 2 ia 
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(a) Let honeſt Bertram, &c. This honeſt BERTRAM, in 
September 1955, compoſed, in December he deponed to the 
Verity, and in July 11756, he exacted payment of an account. 
of no less chan twenty-nine articles of merchandite, ſaid to 
Have been furniſhed to a deceaſed gentleman, during a courſe. 


of ſeven years, from the year 1940 till the year 1747; and 


after all, he judicially confeſſed in the ſhicriff-court, that 
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Now, Rev'rend Janus, bear my voice 
To ſatirize is not my choice; 

But ſay, how can the muſe let paſs 

Such a notorious drunken aſs ? (5) 

A whoring, tricking, wicked prieſt, 
Who turns religion to a jeſt; | 

. A molt litigious, cunning devil, 

Compos'd of every fort of evil ; 

A worthleſs fon of worthy race, 

Who ornament the rural place: 
Thy friends diſdain to hear thy name, 
Afironted at thy wicked fame ; 

The pariſh too, with one accord, 
Say, thou'rt no ſervant of the Lord (c). 


- 


Then 


there was not a fingle article of the account true; . which 
is, in other words, to confeſs himſelf to have been guilty of 
falſchood, perjury, and theft, in exacting it: however, Mr : 
Dickſon would not ſuffer Mr Bertram to be tried at his inſtance, _ "i 
for life, in a formal action; and the Sheriff would not tr | 
him, without the preſbytery's conſent, upon the laws again 
. profaneneſs and immorality, for a milder cenſure; and fo 
Bertram is emboldened to publiſh his own vindication, 
with advice and conſent of his reverend friend Mr William 
Wallace; and this ſame Mr Wallace has alſo perivaded the * 
preſbytery to record their perſuaſion of Bertram's innocence, - 
upon the beſt of their information, as the rczord ſays; and 
leſt the confeſſion of guilt by him judicially ſubſcribed before 
the Sheriff, and judicially exhibited to the prefbytery, and the 
Sheriff's own teſtimony, who is a member of the preſbytery it- 

ÞF ſelf, ſhould diſcredit their acqui:tal, they refuſed the confeſſion, be 
and, by a bold ſtroke of ſacerdotal power, cancelled the Sheriff's 'Y 
name trom their roll, or diſcharged their clerk to inroll him; 
and ſo denied him the honour of his ſeat in that venerable 
court, while at the ſame time he is their repreſentative in the 
Aſſembly. | Ry Tee, A 

(b) A notorious drunken oſs, &c. Mr Dickſon, by himſelf, at 
home, has drunk nothing but water theſe ſeven years paſt, and 
furely Mr Loch never ſaw him intoxicated elſewhere. | 

(c) Thy friends diſdain, &c. Mr Dickſon lives in the happieſt » 
correſpondenge with all his friends, except Mr Loch; ind ” is 


happy in the moſt dutitul affection of every individual Chri- 
_—_— of all the ſeven different ſects of which his pariſh is com- 
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Then tremble, wretch, reform thy lite, 

Or ne'er ſhall be thy wife. 

In days of yore was Janus bred 
Apprentice to the writer trade ; 

His genius always bent on tricking, 

Delighted much in pocket-picking ; 

And while he ſtaid among the clerks, 

He was admir'd for knaviſh quirks, 

And run in debt ſome thouſand pounds, 

By travelling in Venus' grounds, 

Always preferring carnal luſt 

To paying debts that are moſt juſt (4). 

A hero brave at Preſton fell (e), e 

Whoſe death pleas'd Janus mighty well; 

I mean a Colonel of dragoons, | 

To whom he ow'd a thouſand pounds: 


Had 


(d) In days of yore, &c. Mr Dickſon appeals to every member 
of the College of juſtice to prove, that while in it he poſſeſſed 
as defireable a character as he could wiſh: and it is impoſſible 
it could be otherwiſe; for to this hour, a regard for his own in- 
tereſt, never, in one inſtance, reſtrained him from any good 
office in his power to fulfil to any of the creation of God; and 
in all his dealings with all mankind, he never, unleſs in tavour 
of bis neighbaur, rather than himſelf, deviated from the divine 
rule of doing to others as he would be done to; and if Mr 
Loch's oral teſtimony may be compared with that of his ano- 
nymous performances, it can be proved, that long after this pe- 
riod, he profefſed Mr Dickſon to be, as Mr Loch faid, the /oul 
on earth for whom he had the higheſt reſpett 3 and as to the debt of 
ſome thouſand pounds, Mr Dickſon avers before God and all 
the world, that he never ſpent one ſixpence in the articles of 
. pleaſure here meant. 5 | ; | 

(e) A hero brave, &. Mr Dickſon from time to time lent 
out for Cglonel Gardiner the ſavings of his pay, and for all the 
debtors Mr Dickſon conſidered himſelf anſwerable, and did 
anſwer far them to the Colonel's heir, whereby he loſt L. 150 

Sterling, juftly, which he is never likely to recover. Mr Dick- 
'- fon was himſelf nominated a tutor by the Colonel to his chil- 
_ dren; and, in that office, he introduced Mr Lach to the ma- 
nagement of their eſtate; and in his accounts, he was by Mr 


Dickſon allowed L. 100 Sterling for his pains. | uy 
__ * | | (e) Lt 


* 
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Had he ſurviv'd, and not been ſlain, 
In priſon ſure had Janus lain. 
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Let alſo Loch, his couſin, ſay (7), 

H Janus gave him fairer play; . | 

Two thouſand: pounds, and hundreds ſeven, - . 
He would have loſt, had not kind Heav'n | | 
Tom (Jauus' brother) ſnatch'd away 
To the realms of brighteſt day; 

Befides two hundred pounds and more, 
Of ready caſh and current ore, 

He would have loſt, all by this thief; 
But hail to Spence for his relief, *' 
Say, fair Polmud, and Cleghorn tell (g), 
If Janus us'd you very weil, 


** 


IE 


(f) Let alſo Loch, &c. By the fitted accounts produced by Mr 

Loch himſelf, inſtead of the vaſt ſum of L. 2,900 of debt, of. 
which it is here ſaid Mr Dickſon meant to defraud Mr Loch, 
it appears that at no period of life was ever Mr Dickſon debtor 
to Mr Loch in one fraction of one pound; but, on the con- 
trary, Mr Loch was ſcarce ever out of Mr Diekſon's debt; and 
particularly, in the year 1746, Mr Loch was debtor by promiſ- 
tory note to Mr Dickſon in L. 118, of which part was reſting . 
due at the death of Mr Thomas Dickſon in December 1147; 
and at the ſame period, Mr Loch had in his perſon, belides 
other funds, an heretable debt belonging to Mr Dickſon, to the 
extent of about L. 1100; and even at the date of the decreet ar- 
bitral, Mr Spence finds Mr Dickſon only debtor to Mr Loch in 
the ſum of 65s. 6d. with intereſt. | | 

(g) Say, fair Polmud, &c. If that fair and very wiſe and excel- 
"lent lady, to whoſe buſineſs, as a writer, Mr Loch was intro- 
duced by Mr Dickſon, ſay any thing to derogate from the in- 
tegrity and benevolence ot his character or conduct, eſpecially — 
towards her Ladyſhip, whom he has long regarded as an oracle 
he will himſelf ſubſcribe to the charge; and the ſame appe 
he might make to Mr Cleghorn, 'were he alive; to anſwer it : 
the ſurviving tutors of his children may tell, however, that Mr 
Loch was alſo introduced by Mr Dickion to the buftineis of Mr 
Cleghorn and his family, and Mr Dickſou needs only to repeat 
the ſame apology when Mr Loch is pleatcd to produce the long 
roll of other perſons here meant, with whoſe buſineſs he had 
ever any connection through Mr Dickſon's means. Te 
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When he your money did enhance, 
And led you both a knaviſh dance; 
With many more I here could name, 
Whom he has trick'd of pelf and fame. 
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A friend he had in Edinburgh city, 
. Mov'd by his tears, took on him. pity; 
Who paid the bond, to ſave the man 
That thou did by deceit trapan (5). 
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Relate, my muſe, in native dreſs (i), 
Some more of Janus' wickedneſs ; 
Tell how he patch'd a large account; 
To ſeveral hundred pounds amount; 
Then, without fear of God at a', 
Purſu'd his father at the —_— 
His father, muſe, with rev'rence name, 
A man of honour, dear to fame, 
Could not endure him for the deed; 
Nor to this day with him agreed, 
And holds him as a reprobate, 
A ſcoundrel, and a lying cheat, | 
| | As 
(h) A friend he had—who paid the bond, &c. This friend was 
Mr Loch: every ſixpence ot the debt was indeed paid with Mr. 
Dickſon's money; but Mr Loch being intruſted with delivery 
of part of the money to the creditor, was pleaſed to take a 
ſimple aſſignation to L. 600 of the debt in his own favours, and 
now claims the merit of having himſelf paid the whole debt. 
(i) Relate, my muſe, &c. The account here referred to was 
ſcen and approved of by Mr Loch himſelf, if that may give any 
ſanction to it: he knows that there never was ſuch a thing as 
a purſuit at law; and there never did, nor ever poſſibly can a 
difference occur, that will not, in this caſe, inſtead of extinguiſh- 


ing, increaſe a reciprocal wy and affection, which will be in- 
violable as long as exiſtence laſts. 
| (K) The. 
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As void of honour as of grace, ; 
A ſcandal to the rural place. 


; SS * 4 „ 4 * „ „„ % „„ „ % „ „ „ „ „ +4 *% 4 
„ n * n t K . © * * „% | 
The brethren round him ju{tly hate, 
Nor will with him commanicate (2). 
- , For * ö 


(k) The trethren round him, &c. Mr Dickſon lives in a conti- 
nual iutereourſe of all good offices with every right hearted. 
Chriſtian among the neighbouring clergy; and he is not aſha- 
med, on proper occaſion, betore all the world to publiſh the | 
reaſons of his difference with Mr Wallace, who firſt complaiu- L ; 
ed, that Mr Dickſon did not invite him and his junto of reve- ! 
rend followers, to afſiſt, being much better ſupplied ; and yet # | 
when they were invited, they wiſely excommunicated them- 
ſclves from attending the ſacrament at all. The only remain- 
ing difference Mr Dickſon had with any of the orthodox brethren 

in the church, ariſes from a proceſs in the court of ſeſſion at 
his inſtance, for repetition from them of L. 1000 Sterling and 
upwards, of which, upon the evidence of forged extracts, they 
molt fraudulently robbed the price off Walfton, under a pre- 
tence of vacant ſtipends, claimed by a preſbytery as adminie 
ſtrators for the poor, though now it appears by their Own re- 
cords that they had them ſelves received one payment of theſe 
vataut ſtipeuds& before the fale of the'eitate, and that, inſtead 
of applying this ſecond cx1Ction to the uic of the poor, or to 
any other pious uſe whatever; they, in concert with, the new 
Patron, converted it into'a fund to augment the ſtipend. Atter 
this proceſs had been during tourtecn ſeſſions protracted before 
Lord Minto, by tricks not of agentry, but of prieltcraft, the 
whole preſbytery in the Synod preſent at privy cenlures were 
ſo long ago as in November 1757, obliged, for their own fate- 
ty, to diiclaim every one defence which they had authorized 
Mr Lockhart tv propone'tor them, as in every article theſe de- 
fences were diiproved by their own records; and they further 
declared betore the Synod, that they never ' had, nor ever 
would employ any lawyer to detend them in fuch a ſhameleſs 
procels; and yet, after this diſclamation extracted from the re- 
corus of the Synod was, by authority of that court, produced 
in the procels, they have {till given private digetions to conti- 
nur the litigation, in which they are joined by the patron, and 
have tw this hour, during tour ſeſſions longer, poſtponed the 
deciuon; and though the procets was to terminate to-morrow, 
Mr D:-kiou's tuccels in it will perpetuate their reſeatmeut as 
long as tlc name-am the ſpirit ot orthodoxy ilelt laits. | 
BY S# | (.) Far 
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For reaſons you ſlſiall ſhortly hear, 
Enough to ſhock a modeſt ear (/). 
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* * * * * * * 
Oh Janus ! ſcandal to thy coat, 

The country round have not forgot” 
Thy horrid and deceitful plan, 

To ſtrip thy couſins of their land. 
Think how thou did thy honour plight, 
To do all them concerned, right ; | 
Yet at ſame time play'd double game, 

And got a right in thy own name; 

Nor did thou ever think it wrong 

To ſtrip the young man for a /o7g ; 
Surezall he got by his demiflion, 

Was but an Enſign's poor commiſſion, 
Which at that time was eaſy found, 

For near about three hundred pound. 

This purchaſe ſurely was not dear, 

The lands were worth as much by year. 
To cheating thou art always bent, 

Nor does thy heart of ſtone relent : 

The orphan thou could'ſt ftrip with pleaſure, 

To add to thy accurſed treaſure (2). 


* 


Thou 


(1) For reaſons—enough to ſhock a modeſt ear, &c. So they are in- 
deed; and what follows here to the 12th page, muſt be left to 
Mr Loch's own -rehearial, or rather Mr Wallace's, who muſt 
have collated materials for this ribaldry and nonſenſe; ſo pro- 
fane, ſo ſcurrilous, and in every ſyllable ſo falſe, that an infer- 
nal ſpirit may be aſhamed of it. 1 | 

(m) The country round have not forgot, &c. Mr Loch js well 
acquainted with all the tranſaction here memorized, as Mr 
Dickſon employed him jas an aſſiſtant agent in it, for which 
Mr Loch was gratiſied above what he would accept; and upon 
the whole, as Mr Dickſon cannot be ambitious of greater ho- 
nour than the true hiſtory of this tranſaction muſt fix upon his 
character, ſo for that hiſtory he appeals to no other informer 
than Ms Loch himſelf. 

8 0 (n) Thou 
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Thou avaricious wreteh, refrain 
To be the ſubject of my ſtrain ; | 
Repent-likewiſe with lateſt breath, : 
The cauſe of a young lady's death, a 
Whom thou debauch'd in prime of life, 
And carry'd off to be thy wife. 
Thou monſter of ingratitude, 
How could thou uſe thy friend ſo rude, 
That hoſpitably entertainꝰd 
A villain, who his honour ſtain'd ? 
The ſenſe of duty, and the ſhame, 
Extinguiſh'd ſoon her vital flame; 
She in few weeks refign'd her breath, , 
Diſdaining life, in love with death; 
And left thee, wicked wretch, behind, . 
The ſcorn of ey'ry gen'rous mind (2). 
Friend Ronald's ſervant; cull of fame, 
In a good time to Janus came, 
And married his ſervant girl, 
Who very oft he wont to tirl. 
Some folk alledge, perhaps tis true, 
That Ronald with her did it too; 
And did connive the match to make, 
Both for his own and Janus' ſake. 


Howe ern 
(n) Thou avaritious wretch, &c. Here Mr Dick ſon ſhould be 
ſilent, leſt the imputation of debauchery to ſuch a lady's cha- 
rafter, even by a madman, ſhould diſtract his own brain, as 
much as Mr Loch's appears to be: ſhe married with honour 
aud happineſs, and ſhe died of a ſudden torturing illneſs, in 
the ſame chearful ſerenity df heart, upon the 3oth, in which 
ſhe was married upon the 5th of one month; and never to this 
0 hour did mortal, beſides the author of Janus, utter a reflection 
upon the behaviour of either party, in theſe the moſt moving 
ſcenes of life that can well be conceived, which rendered Mr 
Dickſon for ever incapable of due attention to the buſineſs of a 
. © writer. If the violation of a ſepulchre is a capital crime, how 
incomparably more horrid and criminal is the violation of the 
hallowed character of one of the pureſt and moſt amiable Fpirits 
of the juſt made perfett ; it is a ſpecies of ſcandal that, with the moſt 

pious devotion, may be ſaid to approach to blaſphemy itſelf. 
(6) Ericnd 

* 


r 
Howe er that be, one thing is ſure, 
She ev'ry night was Janus' whore, 
THI got with child, when it ſeem'd fit 
To change her for a freſher bit ; . 
And Janus ty'd the knot himſelf, 


So ſav'd his character and pelf (40. 
There is a widow lady too (). 


* 
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Hail, rev'rend brethren ! ſtor'd with grace (9) 1 
You ſervants to the Prince of peace; | : 
| Who 


(o) Friend Ronald's ſer vant. &e. The eſſect of the preceding 
paragraph upon Mr Diekion's mind, prepares him, for his own 
part, to read every thing elſe that Mr Loch can write, with 
more than ſtoical indifference; other wiſe, in any other connee- 
tion, this article might itſelf provoke him into the moſt furious 
rage. Mr Crawturd is one to whom Mr Dickſon lyes under 
the ſtrongeſt obligations of gretitude and reſpec; and he can» 
act well bear to hear that gentleman's name thus publicly abuſed 
under the deſignation of Mr Dickſon's friend. There is no more 
truth in the monſirgus tale ot the houſe-keeper, than that a coal- 

rieve of Mr Crawturd's, reſiding for ſome time in Mr Dickſon's 
ouſe, did indced intesmarry at a time, and in a manner 
ot which ke is altogether ignorant, with his houſe-cepcr; 
a woman whom» he doubts it Mr Crawfurd ever faw, and aſ- 
ſurcdly he knows that he himſelf did never ſo much as touch 
her, nor was he ſo much as witneſs to the marriage- ceremony. 
0p) There is a widow lady too, & The firm and declared per- 
ſuaſion infpired by one and another Janus into this lady, of 
Mr Dickſon's infidelity, c. in the exccrable ſtory ot the houſe- 
keeper, has produced much more unutterable miſchief than the 
perpetual teparation and diſengagement between her Eadythip 
and Mr Dick ſon: however, after all perfonal intereſt is an- 
nulled, his heart cannot but yet feel very gay for the ſcan- 
datous inſult, thus publicly offcred to a character moſt emi- 
nently and deſervedly honourable and unſtained. - | 

(4) Hail, rev'rend brethren ! ſtor'd with grace, &c. Thefe gentle» 

mens characters are abundantly aſcertained by the ſupport given 
the unhappy Mr Eertram, in violatica of their own acts of Aflem- 
bly, to which, in general, at ordination, all church-rulers do 
ſubſcribe a vow of conformity; and to which acts, in particular, 
againſt profineneſs and immorality, Mr Walj:ce, as modera- 
b ( tor, for himſelf, and in name of the whole preſbytery, * 


— 
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Who graciouſly did interpole, l 
And ſtood by truth, in ſpite of foes. 
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ly promiſed obedience, in a ſolemn meeting of privy-cenſures. , 
of the Synod in May laſt, and yet did himſelf violate the ex- 
preſs appointment of theſe laws upon the very next following 
Sabbath; and, tor the ſame purpoſe, he did alſo, in the ſtyle 
and ſpirit of Janus, write two falſe, threatening, incendiary 
letters to Mr Plummer, the miniſter of Broughton, where Mr 
Bertram reſides, under a charge of ſecrecy, which, like the poet, 
Mr Plummer, for his own vindication, was obliged to cxpole. 
rx Wallace, and the other gracious brethren under his 
influence, have been alſo charged in the Synod with the crime 
of vitiating and falſifying the minutes of their own court, in 
contradiction to their extracts, and of interpolating theſe falſe 
and vitiated minutes into their records, by them atteſted in the 
name of -God; and after the Synod unanimouſly, at their pri- 
-cenſures, within ſhut doors, juſtified that charge, and au- 
thoriſed the exhibition of it againſt theſe brethren, before the 
Court of Scfſion, they now, by a courſe of ſtill more Jeſuitical 
and impious proceedings of preſbytery, have overhauled the 
Synod's ſentence to palliate their own crimes, A particular 
information of theſe' immoralities, in the preciſe terms of the 
acts of parliament and of the acts of afſembly againſt all pro- 
fancneſs and immorality, was offered to Mr James Montgomery, 
advocate. as both Sheriff ot the county and ruling-elder in the 
church; but that truly wiſe and upright judge is, perhaps, ſen - 
fible that in this cate, the ultimate end of all puniſhment in 
the retormation of a retormed and orthodox "ria ogg! & could 
not be hoped, as that is indeed a deſperate attempt, humanam 
vim ſuperans; and therefore he hath hitherto choſen rather to 
ſubject himſelt to the legal penalty of L. ro Scots, than to en- 
ter upon the enquiry. . | 
Upon the whole, though it may be unneceſſary, and, per- 
haps, informal, to put theſe notes into the Lords boxes, yet co- 
pies of them alongſt with the petition are put into the hands. 
of Meſſrs Alexander Lockhart, Charles Hamilton Gordon, 
James Montgomery, Robert M*Qucen, and David Dalrymple. . 
procurator for the church, all advocates of Mr Loch's council, 
with this intimation, that the petition will not be put into the 
boxes before Thurſday ſe'nnight, that fo they may come fully 
prepared to the bar when it is called, or Before that time may 
propoſe any ſcheme with ſatety to the innocent, to prevent fur- 
ther diſgrace and puniſhment to the guilty.: copies are alſo put 
into the hands ot all the right honourable. and honourable : 
ruling-elders of the church, that are members of the College of. 
Juſtice, intreating them, in terms of their own act of 2 
| * 
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fron 1753, and many other ſuch ſalutary, neglected laws, that 
in their ſeveral ranks of diſtinfion and authority, they may emvloy 
the whole weight of their intereſt in re/lraining, ſuppreſſing, and pu- 
niſhing ſuch ſcandalous licentioujneſs, profanity, and impiety, as is be- 
fore narrated, in a matter apparently much more affecting the 
purity and decorum of the miniſterial character, as the law againſt 
the theatre ſpeaks, than any diſpute that ever did ariſe ancut 
the Canongate play-houſe; and therefore, moſt certainly re- 
quiring the exertion of zeal proportionably greater from every, 
faithful ſon of the church. | | | | 
In the manner of Janus too, copies are ſent, by poſt, under 
blank covers, directed for Mr Wallace, his diiciple Mr Ber- 
tram, and for the moderators of the preſbyteries of Peebles and. 
Biggar ; that if any ſingle circumſtance of truth is herein diſ- 
guiſed, or of falſchood is hęrein above related, the error may, 
upon their own teſtimony, be corrected, as will be done with 
great pleaſure,.cqual tothe-inexpreſſible pain of this neceſſaty. 
publication. | Bt. | 
For this purpoſe: they are deſized to meet at the E 
room, in Cleatihuc's, upon to merrow ſe'nnight, at fix o'clo 
in the evening, and at the ſame time and place, the reverend 
Dr Kay, moderator of the aſſembly, Dr M' Queen, moderator 
of the Synod, and Dr Robertſon, moderator of the Edinburgh- 
. the rev. Meſſrs Erſkine and Hyndman, Webſter and 
iſhart, are deſited alſo to attend, in order to concert the pro- 
per meaſures in this caſe, of executing the laws by themſelves 
enacted; and ſuing for redreſs of the groſs * injuries 
done to one and another of their characters in the poem of Ja- 
nus: and it is alſo confidently expected, that with theſe reve- 
rend gentlemen, every honourable ruling-elder in the Parlia- 
ment houſe, who are not yet upon the bench, will alſo attend 
at the bar in obedience to theſe laws, to which by their oſſice - 
oath, and church-ſubſcription, they are obliged to conform. 
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Edinburgh, May I 5. 1759. 


4 LETTER fo the Rev. Mr William Wallace mini- 
er of the goſpel at Drummelzier, preſent Meodera- 
tor of the preſbytery of. Peebles : and the Rev. Mr 
William Tait miniſter of the goſpel at Kilbucho, pre- 
ſent Moderator of the preſbytery of Biggar. 


Reverend Centlemen, 
F our nation is above all others bleſſed in the 
- beſt laws, we are at the ſame time unhappy 
in the worſt truſtees appointed to execute tl em, 
by whoſe neglett and ill exampie chiefly all manner of 
vice and immorality, like a general coutagion, have been 
diffu/ed and ſpread throughout the whole kingdom ; for 
.both prophet and prieſt are profane ; yea in my houſe 
have I found their wickedneſs, ſaith the Lord; they 
walk in lies; they ſtrengthen aiſo the hands of evil 
.doers, and Jum them is proſaneneſs gone forth into all 
the land. | 

You know, gentlemen, that, by the laws both 
of parliament and ailembly, you, with the other 
miniſters of the goſpel in this church, are expreii- 
1y required to diſcourage all vice and immorality, 
as by other means, fo by applying to the civil ma- 
giſtrate to inflict the legal penalties incurred by 
tranſgreſſors: and yet you alſo know what awful 
.countenance hath been lately given in this coun- 
try by one or more miniſters of the goſpel, and 
their reverend followers, to one of their diſciples, - 

ucy of twenty-nine articles of perjury and 
theft, confeſſed. | 

They have openly, upon a forbidden ſcene too of 
the theriif-court, appeared judicially to diſclaim fo 


much as their conſent to bring this unhappy cri- 
| minal 
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minal to a ſenſe and conviction of his guilt; or 
rather they have there indeed denied and retract» 
ed that conſent by law required, , and according to 
law actually given by them in the preſbytery- 
houſe. 

And, for vindication of themſelves and their di 
ſciple in theſe practices, they have directed and 
authorifed the profane rehearſal of an interlude 
exhibited in the churches or church-yards of 
Drummelzier and Glenholm upon one and another 
Sabbath in April laſt, between ſermons, for the en- 
tertainment of whole congregations of Chriſtian 
people aſſembled for divine worſhip ; while at the 
Tame time they have refuſed ſo much as to publiih 
the laws againſt profaneneſs, according to the ap- 
pointment of the acts of Aſſembly. 

I ſhall not at preſent ſay what milder puniſh- 
ment is now under the Mzs5s1a n's reign due to 
cries, for which actors and ſpectators would have 
been © condemned by the law of Moſes to be ſto- 
ned to death without mercy,” Numb. xv. 35. ; but 
In the mean time, I think it my duty to ſend you 
this intimation, to be communicated inſtantly to 
all the brethren of your preſbyteries, that Sabbath 
next, being the 20th of this month, is the term- 
day, upon which every one of you miniſters are 
inclif{-enfibly required to publith from your ſeve- 

ral »vIpits the att of Aſſembly 1697, againſt profaua- 
tion of the Sabbath, and all other profanity, vice, and 
immorality whatever, under the certification of ano- 
ther act of that ſame worthy Afiembly, that every 
miniſter diſobeying or delaying his obedience to 
_ tliat appointment, ſhall be immediately, from that 
day, i. e. from next Sabbath, ſuipended from the 
exerciſe of his miniſtry foo: the ſpace of three 
months, And you the moderators of the preſby- 
| teries » 
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texies will obſerve, that if any miniſters are ſo har- 
dy as to venture to diſobey this law; you are re- 
quired to ſue, as for the puniſhment of all other 
immoralities, ſo for the ſuſpenſion of theſe im- 
moral tranſgreſſors, and that without delay, and 
under the ain of being yourſelves * by 
the next Synod a In November. 

As this excellent law expreſsly requires you, and 
all the miniſters of the county, as well as others, 
under the higheſt penalties, to apply to the civil 
magiſtrate for execution of the laws civil and ec- 
cleſiaſtical, againſt every vice and immoralit 73 fo 
in reading it, the guilty muſt pronounce from tlie 
ſame pulpit their on fearfal doom, or for their 
impenitent ſilence ſuffer ſuſpenſion. And as no 
ſeruple of conſtience that might reſtrain from 
reading Porters's act can in this caſe be pretended, 
ſo, in a proper ſuit before the civil magiſtrate the 
pitiful evaſion of leaving pulpits vacant upon tlie 
appointed Sabbath caunot be ſuſtained to excuſe 
the guilty (eſpecially 1 in the pariſhes more nearly 
concerned) in their not punctual obſervation of 
that ineſtimable law, upon tlie term-day; which 
is as preciſeiy determined as in the caſe of For- 
teous's act. I am, Gentlemen, 
our moſt humble ſervant, 


DAVID Ke 


Upon fla ather part of the preſhytery, they al- 
io offered a long reference to the Synod, dated in 
April 1750, concluding with theſe words: © The 
4c preſbytery did and hereby do refer the whole 
© proceſs to the very reverend Synod of Lothian 
tc and Tweeddale, to meet at Edinburgh, Tueſilay 
© the 6th of May next, for Uecifion. This and 
— the twelve preceding pages extracted by 

| WI: LIAM Woop, Fr. Ci.“ 
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The Synod having heard theſe references, juſti- 
fied all parties in their private cenſures; and when 
Mr Dickfon returned fromthat Synod, he convened 
| his kirk · ſeſſion, and prepared the followin gminute, 
which was approved, and ordered to be recorded 
according to the direction of the act of Ie 
1697, . pt yarengy before . 


e 8 May 9. PREY 
Mr © Dickſon in ſeſſion, repreſented, that an ex- 
ceſſive love of peace, an averſion and contempt of 
all inferior church-courts, and a fond deſire, by 
any means poſſible, to maintain a cordial and 
happy friendſhip with individual brethren, had 
reſtrained him from inſiſting upon the Synod's 
particular inquiry into the ſeſſion's reference ; ; 
| however, tiił matters therein contained were moſt- 
ly conſidered in a committee of the wiſeſt and belt 
teaders of the church, and in end, they were plea- 
fed, unanimouſly, to join with all the reſt of the 
Synod in juſtifying both Mr Dickſon, and the 
preſbytery, at their molt ſolemn privy- cenſures; 
upon which, without ſeceding 'from the church, 
Mr Pickſon is now determined to bid farewell to 
eccleſiaſtical courts ; ſo far as never more to open 
his month, nor pronounce a judgment in one of 
them: and he dares publicly to aver, that if the 
character of the mimiters of this church is aſcer- 
tained, and their eternal fate determined, upon the 
review of the inquiries made, and the ſentences 
thereupon pronounced over one another, at privy. 
cenſures in preſbyteries and {ynods, they mult all, 
one with another, be for ever aſſociated with dogs, 
and every one that loveth aud maketh a, lie, Rev, 


1 
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In this meeting of ſeſſion, John Davidſon, Wil- 
liam Brown, George Hunter, William Anderſon, 
Archibald Fairbairn, elders, Cc. were preſent“; and 
it is only further neceilary to obſerve in the hiſto- 
ry of tlris Synod, that the court promiſed to Mr 
Dickſon leave of abſence from the preſbytery for 
two years, but they refuſed to record that promiſe. 


8 NO D in Meremzer 1760. 


Fr the, Synod of this month, Mr Wallace, Mr 
; Dickſon, aud the other members of the pretbytery 
of Peebles were again required to appear for pri- 
vy-cenſuzes, . at the bar of the Synod, then under 
the direction of the Rev. Mr Robert Walker, mo- 
derator of the court, who propoſed the following 
queſtions, after he was awfully adjured, in the 
ſpirit and words of an act of 4/embly, to be more 


accurate in managing theſe privy-cenſures, as the : 


act ſpeaks, and to conſider himſelf, if not a Sad- 
ducee, as now acting in the tremenduous character 
of one of the ſaints who are to. judge the world, ta- 
king an impartial precognition of our laſt trial be- 
fore the bleſſed Redecmer's tribunal). 

His queſtions were theſe, either in ſenſe or in 
& many words: . 

Queſt. 1. Do not the wier of your 1 
regularly attend all the diets of pre{bytery ? 
- Anſwered by Mr Dickſon — No; the wiſeſt and. 
beſt members of our preſbytery find more improve- 
ment and pleaſure in attending the theatre, or 
the private rehearſal of the tragedy of Doup :as, as 


AY afterwards ſuborned to perjury by the terror of beg- 
gary and excommunication, and one of them was actually 
transterred to the devil by the preſbytery's previous act of ex- 
communication, to perſuade him to a voluntary transferrence 
of himſelf by perjury. 


K 2. other. 
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other reverend Doctors of great name have done; 
and therefore, to preſerve: the purity aud decorum of 
the miniſierial” character, as our obſolete. 40 1037 
againſt the theatre ſpeaks, we beg leave, and we 
take leave, to withdraw: from the preſbytery, as 
the moſt diſſolute, diſurderly aud immoral. horſe iu the 
whole county, which muit infallibly be either fup- 
prelled or reformed rather than the theatre, as 
ſoon as any: of our ruliug elders of diſiingion, who 
are the patrons of that /choo/ of virtue in the Ca- 
nongate, ſhalt be inſpired with Chriſtian fortitude 
to execute his Majeſty's r roclamation . our 
vice and immerality. 

Pref. 2. Is not your regiſter correctly written, 
according to the af of Aſſembly 1706, and regular- 
ly atteſted by the Synod, in terms of act 17002 
and are not your minutes and records now rms 
by the moderator and clerk ? 

. Anſwer for the preſbytery by Mr Dickſon. With 


reſpect to the correct writing, 1s iþ/2 loquitur, and 


our records are moſt regular 7 atteſted by the 
Synod ; but alas, in November 1737, in the ſame 
direful day of your privy-cenſures, when all our 
actings were Jaftified, and all eur regiſters and 
books were approved and atteſted, the Synod were 
fo cruel and inconſiſtent as, at the ſame time, te 
iaſtain and approve # report of your committee, 
too well fupported; in which our preſbytery are 
accuſed of practices more infumous than ſacrilege, 
perjury, and ſorgery, namely, the interpolation 
of falſe minutes in our record thus ſolemnly at- 
reſted in the name of the great God, by both yoa 
and us; which falſe minutes are dy ectly contra- 
dicted by our own authentic extracts, and were 
-deviſed only to juſtify a malicicus lis of one of 
eur members, uttered tn preſence of Mr Webſter, 
1 \ 6: Mr 


< 37] 
Mr Johnſton, and cher brethren 1 the Synod in 
May 177. 19415 
This ſorrowfſul ene we were 8 ; nden A 
conſciouſneſs of guilt, obliged to acquieſce in; 
and therefore it is produced before the Court ot 
Seſſion, in the name and by the authority of feve+ 
ral Synods now paſt, as an authentic narrative of 
all the facts therein contained; and there are 
numberleſs other falſehoods to be found in our re- 
giſters, occaſioned by the liberty tome of our di- 
rectors aſſume of razing and falſifying not only 
the minutes but the decrees of our preſbytery at 
pleaſure, ex poſt facto, and even after extract, not- 
Narren r all ol FORO taken to prevent 
| 111. 

With refpect to this dübſeription of the minutes 
and decrees of court by the moderator and clerk, 
although frequently we have been importuned, 
yet we have hitherto refuſed to deſire them to 
aclliibit theſe ſubſcriptions, foreſceing the danger 
of incurring the capital pains of falſehood; and 
for the ſame reaſon, we execute: many capital ien- 
tences, which, for our own ſafety, we diſcharge - 
our clerk either to record or to extract. 

Queſt. Do not your members, in courſe, deliver 
an exerciſe and nne at ev mY meeting of 1 85 | 
"7 ters ö 

Arſe No; not Uſiialty e once in ſix meetings of 
preſbytery ; and when ' theſe. diſcourſes are pre- 
pared, it is difficult to conveen a * of the 
preſbytery to hear them. 

Nveft, Do you keep the acts of Aflembly- with 
the bible always upon the preſbytery- table before ; 
you , according g to the preſcription of the: law? ; 

Au. Yes, we do; but We regard the precepts 
of both no more than the Talmud or the Alcorau; 
3 et: 
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er pro preſeuti ſtalu ecce ſiæ, we conſtantly maintain 
our own ſovereign and deſpotic juriſdiction with- 
in our own territory, and over our own members» 
above all other power, civil or eccleſiaſtical; and 
therefore we reject all appeals, as incompetent, 
and have expreisly diſcharged our clerk to record 
the reaſons of fuch inſolent contempt of our own 
facred and incontrolable authority. 45 1 

Que ſi. Do your members, in terms of the act of 
Aflembly 1699, meet ſometimes together, „ ſor 
private faſting, prayer, and ſpiritual conference, 
about the ſtate of the church, and that part of it 
in which you have ſpecial intereſt, and with re- 
ſpect to the growth or decay of godlineſs, and. 
ſucceſs of the goſpel therein? and is your preſby- 
tery: divided into di{tricts for this purpoſe? 

Au. Our members have no freedom to pray, 
preach, nor communicate together ; and it, ac-. 
cording to the rubrics. of the church of England 
and be Rome, au. open. and irreconeileable antipa- 
thy to our bretliren in the miniſtxy render us 17+ 
worthy communicants, ſome of us eat and drink dams. 
zation to. ourſelves in every approach to the 40tar 
of God, Matth. vi. 24. but. we axe neither Epilco; 
pals, nor Catholics: and althoup gh each of us and 
our predeceſſors have, at our privy- cenſures, terms» 
ly, vowe;1 brotherly love and encouragement in 
his miniftry to the reverend Mr Finlater, one f 
our numbers, yet we llave unanimeufly debarred 
him from our ſacraments during a courſe of thirty 
years, when, at the ſame time, perſons of the mol; 
abandoned character, and groſsly ignorant, are, 
witliout teſtimenials, VEST gr . received from 
then pariſhes. 

And, from all tlie ks af aur ritual conſe. 
2 does not appear, that: i in, the memory of 

Man. 


1 1 


man one ſinner has been converted from the error 
of his ways, by all our paſtoral labours—The ſpi - 
rit of religion is not decayed, but utterly loſt 
and extinct with us; and therefore the public ox- 
dinances of religion neglected, as uſeleſs and un- 
profitable ceremonies, deſerted by all the wiſe men 
of the country, and affronted by the irreverend 
attendance of others without the leaſt appearance 
of ſeriouſneſs or ſolemnity. 

\ +  Oreſt. How are your meetings for privy- cenſi ures 
_ obſerved ? is not a whole day ſet apart for that 
purpoſe only, and fpent in faſting and prayer to- 
gether, as the act 1699 directs? _ 

| Aufwer. A. whole day is indeed ſet apart ſor 
this purpoſe twice a year, by appointment of our 
preſbytery, but we do not ſo much as hang down our 
heads as a buirnſh for one hour of it, that we may 
not appear unto men to faſt ; and we retire like the 
high-prieſt of old, within a veil, and ſeparate our- 
ſelves from the world by. locked doors, under a 
pretence of myſteriĩous ſanctity, but it is to bind up- 

on earth what will be looſed in heaven, and to looſe o 
earth what will be bound in heaven, and in general, 
to ſti engthen one anothers hands in wickedneſs, and 
commit all manner of abominations in the %% of 
the Lord, unknown in the e of Jupiter and 
Bacchus. 

Inſtead of lasting ve riot at the expence of our 
landlord, far more e than we do every 
ather day at home; and ſo far as we can learn from 
appearauces, none of us have ever ſo much as ſuf- 
fered the want af a mail's meat, or a night's reſt, 
in all our paſt life; for the ſalvation. of theſe facks 
whoſe. Blood is another day ta be required at our hands ; 
and to this hour We. truly beheved, that all the vi- 
gils and Alls of tlie primitive church had been 

5 aboliſhed 
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abolſked and anathematized; by the precept and 
practice of John Calvin, with all other ſuch means 
of grace ſuperſtitiouſſy e by the church of 
—— and of Rome. ä 

And the molt ſuitable prayer that ever was ut · 
tered in theſe unhallowed retreats for privy-cen- 
ſures, in Peter's words, has, alas ! been ſadly ful- 
filled, (Luke v. 8.) Depart from us, for. ue are fin- 


ful men, © Lord ! for otherways we might reaſon- 


ably have feared that or b/ood had beer long eie 
now mingied with our ſacrifices, and yet, Wo alſo to 
2s, when the Lord is departed from us ! (Hol. 1 ix. fa.) 
for to a good heart Omnipotence cannot in all the - 
creation, /eave cue deſirable blefing behind him. 

It is unneceflary atpreſent, tofay more upon this 
article, until once the mnivitates of our privy-cen- 
ſures upon the 28th of April 1747 are examined 


by our eri ght honourable brethren in the College of 


Juſtice, who, by the bye, are, excluded with all tlie 
reſt of the houourable and right honourable ru- 
ling>elders of dliſtinction, from theſe cenſures, as 
no proper ſubjects of fuchflagitious diſeipline, they 
being virtute Ma, aut Wen aut en legis obſer«, 
Dantian.. 

Que ſi. Do you not then ſtrictly obſerve the laws. 
and acts. of Aflembly concerning the quatifica- . 
tions required in our ruling er . deen 
N * n 

Auſiuer. reg us to ay, Mederator, that from 
your mouth, as a member of the metropolitan. 
preſbytery, this queſtion is impertinent, to ſay no 
worſe: we do not chuſe to give any categorical 
anſwer, Neno teuetur jurare in ſuam vel veſlrum tur- 
pitudinem. —You know with What freedom and IS... 
lemnity you have taught us to ſubſcribe our an- 
nual commiſſions to the General Affembly; aue 

altho? 


% 


WE / | 

altho* we might with more innocence and equat 
truth aver that all the rulipg-elders of the church 
are botn with ſeven heads and ten horns, than 
that they are qualified according to what is requis | 
red by that vuinous act, yet we may ſafely betore 
God and the whole world aver, that our ruliug- 
elders of dNtinciion are the moſt boy order in our 
preſent hjerarchy,Oincomparably better qualified ac- 
eording to the requifites of that act, than Ge: re- 
verend miniſters of the churc n. 

And moreover, as verba vaient uſu, the Aſſembly! 's 
own interpretation of their equivocal' phraſe of 
FAMILY Wes ny in that act, prove it to mean no 
more t han the repetition of the well known coeds 
before and after meat, fix times a day, pre/criptis 
verbit, or rather pre/criptis Hliabis, for the engel} 
of them exceeds not fiften ſyllables. 

And not only ſo, but all other Rated ſorms of 
weelhiy are ſo much diſcouraged by the rubrics of 
our church, that ſuch an uuiverſal and frequent 
uſe of the LokD's PRATEE itſelf could not be to- 
lerated, and much leſs the prolix offices of devo-— 
tion that have been publiſhed by ruling-elders of 
diſtinction not to be named; for which inſtances 
of ſupereminent . piety tliey have been ſuperſeded 
in their office—Be not righteous over much. With 
reſpect to their attendance upon public ordinances 
by: that act - preſcribed z. ualeſk; we could aſſure 
them of a divine influence, Which we have never 
yet felt ourſelves, to make them wiſer aud better 


for their attendance, we may be aſhamed fo much 5 


as to deſire it merely to dignify our audiences. 
Queſt. Do the brethren. of your preſbytery read, 
publiſh and execute the laws againſt profaneneſs 
and immorality, and record your diligence in 
Thee duties in the records of your kirk- ſeiſions and 
£ pretbytery 


1 
prefbytery, according to your privy-cenſure vous 

Anſwer; No indeed, we neither do, no ever iu- 
tend, to read, publith or execute any one of | theſe 
tows without compulſiqn. It is enough for us, with 
you, to have devolved the labour of executing 
theſe laws upon our ruling-elders of authority and 
diſtinction, by our act of Commiſſion 1753, dictated, 
it is ſaid; by Dr Webſter, Cc. and we are deter- 
mined not in one jota to render ourſelves un- 
worthy of our Eccleſiaſtical AS Mat- 
Xxiii. 4, . 

The malignity We” falſhood of « our pare eraſure 
yows, and of your own too, is, We confeſs, un- 
exampled in the Hiſtory of the Popes or of Maho- 
met: and was it not for the fuperior wiſdom and 
power of the Roman and Mahometan churches, 
the rituals of privy-cenſure might entitle the 
church of Scotland, rather than they, to claim 
the character of Antichriſt itſelf. And however 
that be, we may ſafely upon this article alſo 
challenge your preſbytery of Edinburgh to caſt 
the firſt ſtone, and it ſhall be thrown back with re- 
doubled vengeance upon your own devoted heads. 

Que ſi. Do your preſbytery make conſcience of 
obſerving the canonical laws * the e in 850 
rochial viſitations ? 

- Anſwer. With the ſame abies as vomribbies, 
we have vowed to obſerve theſe laws and all the 
acts of Aſſembly, and with the ſame uprightneſk 
we intend never to fulfil theſe vows; and in our 
particular caſe, we have poſitively refuſed theſe 

parochial vifitations, under the aſſurance that in 
the miniſters kirk. feſſions and pariſhes where we 
with to find fault, there is none to be found; and 
in the perſons and pariſhes ws we intend to 

approve, every thing is wrong. 
; "ret. 
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How then are your ſeſſional regiſters ex- 
amined and approved erding to 4c. 169 Try and 
ob, e. ? »ůãů,., 44 

Auſiuer. Exhibit your own and the ſeſſional re- 
aca of the Tolbooth-church.—You inſult us, well- 
knowing that the only ſefional record that ever 
was kept within the Synod, according to the act 
1697, again{t profaneneſs, is Rufed with nnau- 
ſwerable and mukiplied libels againit ourſelves, 
which the Synod have adopted, and tranſmitted 
as that act directs, to the civil magiſtrate, and the 
ſupreme court of the kingdom, and thereby have 
rendered our preſbytery not only the ſcorn of the 
protanc,bvt the abhorrence of all good men. 
Quest. Have you been at due pains in ſupplying 
the vacancies of your preſbytery'? 

Anſwer. No; we may without a bluſh before 
the pref bytery of Edinburgh, avow Our own noto- 
riousSimony,both in precipitating one ſettlement, 
and in poſtponing another, againſt all the rules 
of the church, to ſerve our own ſecular ends; and 
ſo did the right reverend prefbytery of Edinburgh 
poſtpone the ſupply of no lets than four vacancies 
in the metropolis for more than a full year after 
the moderation of a call to Dr William Robert- 
ſon, Dr Daniel M*Queen, Mr Henry Lundie and 
Mr John Erſkine. 

Qzeſ!. Do you and your brethren exert your ut- 
molt efforts to ſuppreſs Popery in your bounds ? 


Anſwer, No, by no means; leſt with Popery 


we baniſh the form, and utterly extinguiih the 

ſpirit of Chriſtianity ; for the moſt Chriſtian fami- 

ly of diſtinction in the whole preſby tery is ca- 

tholic. 

In onnoGition to all thaſs aſe. the . 

of the Synod ſay, that Mr Wallace contradicted 
| Mr 
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Mr Dickfon in every particular, and therefore the 
review of the{ privy-cenſures was referred to a 
committee of the reverend Dr Robertfon and Mr 
Turnbull, the only apologiſts who expreſſed them- - 

felves with the molt ardent reſpect for the preſby- 
tery of Peebles; and that committee was appoint- 
ed to prepare and pive in their report to the vert 
Synod of May 1761. 

Another queſtion put by Mr Walker the Mode- 
rator, to Mr Dickſon and the reit of the Synod in 
the couit of privy-cenſares, was in thefe words: 

Orecf!. Do you know any thing culpable in the 
actings and proceedings of the preſbytery of Big- 
gar? And for anſwer to that queſtion, he offered 
the following information under form of inſtru- 
ment, to be recorded in the Synod-· book, according 
to the direckion of the ad 1722. | 


INSTRUMENT taken in the no. folemn mecting of the 
reverend miniſters of the goſpel (elders ſecluded ) of. 
the Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale, for private 
centure of each others character and life, conform 
to the ſeveral excellent acts of parliament and acta 
of Len again profaueneſs aad immoradlity. 


AT Edinburgh, the twelfth day of November 

One thoutand ſeven hundred and ſixty years, 
in preſence « of the Kev. Mr Robert Walker rprode- 
rator, and the remanent members of the Synod of 
Lothian and Tweeddale, convened for private 
cenſures ; when the members of Biggar preſbytery 
had nndergone theſe cenſures, and were approven 
in the reſt of their conduct, Mr David Dickſon, 
minifter. of the goſpel at Newlands, repreſented, 
That it was far from his intention or deſire to 
bave' uy cenſure \ i on all the members 
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o that preſbytery ; and therefore he was obli ged, 
for his own vindication, and the ſafety of the in- 
nocent brethren, to exhibit, as he then did in pre- 
ſence of the court, a paper-writing, intitled, Me- 
rial forthe moderator and remanent -members of the 
freſbyter af Biggar, &c, ſubſcribed by Mr Alexan- 
der Lockhart, advocate, and given in to the Court 
of Seſſion only in July laſt, as containing defences 
againſt Mr Dickion's claim of reſtitution, from 
the intromitters, of a large ſumi of money that had 
been undyly exacted under the authonty of the 
preibytery, out of the price oi the eſtate of Wal- 
{ton, on pretence of vacant flipends, which ap- 
pear by the evidence of the pretþytery-record to 
have been formerly paid, or accounted for, to the 
full ſatisfaction of the preſbytery iticlf, by Wab. 
{ton and his father, before the ſale of the eſtate. 

Upon examination of tins memorial, it appears 
to be no more than an exact -tr pe diflering 
only in the title and the date from theſe very e 
d-tences, which, at privy-cenſures in November 
17,7, were diſclaimed by all the membcts of the 
preibytery that were then pretent at the bar ot the 
Srnod; and the judicial difclamation was then 
recorded in the Synod-books, in regard, as Mr. 
Dickſon alledged, it appearca, that every one ar- 
ticle of the defences was directly contradicted in 
Lact, by authentic excerpts, taken by a committee 
of the Synod irom the prethytery-records. 

Mr Dickion did alſo, at the ſame time, produce 
A printed copy 'of {hat aſtoniſhin g report, which 
Was Approved at the privy-cenſures, under Mr Web- 
{ter's dwection as moderator, in November 17,7, 
and alto a printed copy of a repreſentation ofler- 
ed with it to the Right Honourable the Lord Minto, 
zu name of Mr Webſter and the whole Syned, at- 
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teſting the verity of that ſtrange report in all its 
contents, efpecially in theſe articles which prove 


that Walſton owed no vacant ſtipend to tlie preſ- 


bytery at the time of the ſale of his eſtate in the 
year 1709. And this repreſentation to Lord Minto 
was allo juſtified by the Synod, at their private 


cenſures in May 1758. In conſequence of which 


Mr Dickſon ſtill continues the proceſs in the name 


of the Synod, as well as his own, | 


Mr Dickſon further repreſented, that ſome one 
or others of the preſbytery, ſince that period, had, 
by very extraordinary arts, poſtponed the deciſion 
in the Court of Seſſion, and the whole preſbytery 
have moſt unwarrantably concurred with the guil- 
ty; however, he does not at preſent remonſtrate 
againſt their concourſe, further than honeſtly to 
intimate, that he is really apprehenſive, that, in 
end, every member of the preſbytery that does not 
immediately appear to diſclaim their defences in 
the parliament-houſe, as they have done in the 
Synod, will involve himſelf at leaſt in the damages 
and expence of proceſs ariſing from ſuch unwar- 


rantable inconſiſtency of conduct. 


Mr Dickſon alſo obſerved, that the ſum of his 


claim now exceeds L. 1100 Sterling; and that ſome 


gentlemen that may be intereſted in the conſe- 


quenees of this proceſs, deſpairing, it ſeems, of 


ſucceſs in the Court of Seſſion, have openly threat- 
ened an appeal +; and, in that event, it 15 indeed 


_ + It appears now, by a Simoniacal compact, that no mortal 
but the members of the preſbytery have any concern with this 
money : and both that Simony and the detention of the money 
to this hour have, becn approved, firſt in the infernal conciave 
of the Synodical privy-cenſures, upon the 9th of May 1766, 
and then in the preſbyterial privy-cenſures upon the 12th of 
this ſame month— \nd why not ? that the laws againſt Simony, 
as all our laws aga oft other immoralities, ſhould run into de- 
ſuetude from the brit date of their publication. 


grievous 
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grievous to think of the very unfavourable light 
in which the whole church of Scotland, that tole- 
rates ſuch immoralities in her miniſters, muſt ap- 
pear to the ſpiritual Lords in parliament. 

Upon all theſe things, the. af tags were of opi- 
nion, that it was at preſent unneceſlary for them 
to reconſider what had becn done in the prece- 
ding Syuods, and incompetent to take any further 
cogniſance of this affair ; but allowed Mr Dickſon 
to take this public inſtrument upon the premiſſes, 
in the hands of Mr John Hamilton miniſter of the 
goſpel at Bolton, their clerk ; which was accord- 


ingly done before and in preſence of the whole 


Synod, and particularly of the Rev. Meſſ. Alexan- 
der Webſter, William Wallace, Dr Daniel M Queen, 


and Mr Joh Hyndman, the ſeveral moderators of” 


the preceding Synods, Dr Robert Hamilton mode- 
rator of the Aſſeinbly, Dr William Robertſon, and 


Mr John Erſkine, witneiſes {pecially called and re- 
quired to atteſt the premitles, when and where it 


may be needtul.. 


That this. is a true copy of the inſtrument taken. 


by Mr Dickſon miniſter at Newlands, before the 

Synod_of Lothian and Tweeddale, of the date 

therein mentioned, is atteſted by : 
Jour HAMILTOR, CJ. Syn. 


Copies of this inſtrument were ſent to Mr Wal- 


ker, with the. follow! ing letter addreſled to him by 
Mr Dickſon: 


Dear Sir, 
A Ccording to my promiſe, 1 ſend vou a printed 
copy of the preceding iuſtrument for yourſelf, 
and ſeven more, for the witnelle⸗ ſpec ally named, 


which you will order the officer of court to diſtri- 
bute. 
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It gives me very ſenſible pleaſure to have your 
name inſcribed on the front of the proſecution to 


which this initrument refers. Mr Webſter, when 


in the chair you now fill, with the eommittee's 
report before him, juſtly pronounced the works of 
the preſbytery, not the works of God, but of the 
devil. According to your vows, then, and accord- 
ing to the gracious requeſt of our Sovereign, in 
the law you are to publith on Sabbath next, before 
the ſupreme judges, do yourſelf what in you 
lyes to ſuppreſs and diſcourage them. Remember, 
good Sir, how beautifully, from the pulpit, you 
have once and again illuſtrated the great up 


for which the Sau of God was manifeſted, even that he 


might de ſir * the werks of the devil; and. do yourſelf 
co-operate in the bleſfled ſcheme. 

Some of our brethren think it cannot tend to e- 
diftcation (a cant-word; indeed, I don't under- 
ſtand), to expoſe the errors and. immoralities of 
the fraternity. But upon theſe principles they 
might cancel the whole 22d chapter of Matthew, 
and indeed almoſt half the hiſtory of our Lord's 
life and death. In the ſpirit, I hope, as well as in 
the ſtyle, of the adorable Prince of peace, I have 
told you the truth. 

At the fame time, if any of you will fry, that 


; the money has not been robb'd from a diſtreſſed 


gentleman's eſtate, by a premeditated ſcheme of 
the moſt horrid preſbyterial wickedneſs, I ſhall 
that moment diſcharge the proceſs. You have, for 
your further information, a copy of the committee's 
report, and of the former application to my Lord 


Minto in Mr Webſter's name, F.; and, if you 

pleaſe, I ſhall ſubmit to your own final deciſion of 
the proceſs. Ly | 

I thank you, dear Sir, for the remit of court to- 

| Mr 
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Mr Turnbull and Dr Robertſon, to examine into 
the conduct of Mr Wallace, and his reverend fol- 
lowers in the preſbytery of Peebles. My reaſon for 
naming thoſe two gentlemen, was, that, ſo far as 
can recollect, they ſpoke more favourably ot Mr 
Wallace and the preibytery than any other mem- 
bers; and it will give ine inconceivable joy, that 
they be able to find any feaſible apology for his 
- behaviour. In the mean time, with the ipirit and 
honour of a Ciniſtian, before you all, I invited him 
back to my howfe, to my heart, and to my pulpit, | 

_- and he fliall ſtill be welcome. 1 glory in ſaying it, 44 

that I have a heart altogether unſuſeeptible of vin- 5 
diciive pation; aud l dety Mr. Wallace, and all the 
creation of God, to do me an injury, which I thall. 
not requite with every benefit in my power. 

Adieu! My Lord Minto will probably pronounce 

a judginent next week, of Which 1 ſhall inform f 
you. Jam, dear Sir, with moſt cordial aflection, | 
and undifyuited ſincerity, 


— — — Aeon 
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I & BL 
Edinburgh, Nov. 13. Your's, &c. 


1 7 6 0. DAVID DICKSON. 


This letter was ali printed and diftributed to 
the members of the Synod, and Mr Dickſon wrote 
another letter to the ſame purpoſe, addrelied aud 
delivered to the committee, which they may 11 
duce, mtreating them, with the aftiftance ef 
Mr David Plenderieath, Mr Wallace, and all the 
other members of the preſb. ytery and the Synod, 
ts compole the belt apology. and vInGicaticn of. | 
ſible for the preſbytery ; ; and he referred them fer l 
evidence of all his charge to the incoufiſtent re- | 
cords of court, and to the contradictory teſtimony 
of the members theniſelves. 
L 3 That 
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That Mr Dickſon might not be ſuſpected of un- 


due influence apoh the committee, he named them 


of ſtrangers with whom he has no connection, and 
he never ſo much as diſturbed their intercourſe 
with the preſbytery by attending any one of their 
meetings. 

ST NO D, May 1751. 

« The preſbytery gave in to this Synod a ſecond 
reference, enacted by Mr Wallace, with John Ba- 
lantyne and John Turnbull, two ruling-elders in 
the preſbytery of Peebies ator wards ſuborned to 
perjury, and other members of preſbytery, upon 


the narrative therein mentioned, bearing date the 


22d of April 1751.” 
Tue reference is in theſe words: “ The preſ- 
bytery did and hereby do refer back to the very 
reverend the Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale, 
to meet at Edinburgh the firſt Tueſday of May 
next to come, the whole of the proceſs former] 
referred to them by the prefbytery for deciſion. 
The preſbytery having alſo taken under their 
conſideration the infult offered by Mr Dickſon at 
laſt meeting of preſbytery, to Mr Wallace, one of 
their members, in their own preſence, agreed that 
the caſe being very ſingnlar, and the meeting of 
the Synnd ſo near, to which, as above, they have 


referred the former proceſs againſt Mr Dickſon, it 


was more expedient to adviſe with the Synod what 
was proper to be done in that matter, than at pre- 
ſent judge of it themſelves; and therefore they 
did and hereby do refer it to the very reverend 


Synod, for their advice and direction; and the 


preſbytery appoint their clerk to ſend an extract 


of the above minute to Mr Dickſon, by their offt- 


cer. Extracted, &c. by William Oman, Clerk p. f.“ 
After tlie firſt diet of this Synod of May 1761, 
the 


l 


the preſbytery had influence enough to perſuade 
the court to appoint another larger committee of 
all the directors of the Synod to mect immediate- 
ly, in Clearihne's, with the preſbytery of Peebles, 
and with the firſt committee, all for the avowed 
purpoſe of fabricating the beſt poffible apology 
for the preſbytery, that the ſubtilty and eccleſiatti- 
cal prudence of theſe reverend gentlemen could 
devite, in the abſence of Mr Dickſon. 

At the ſecond diet of court, the joint report of 
theſe learned and judicious committees was offer- 
ed to the Synod, before Mr Dickſon had 1o much 
as ſeen it; and at the fame time, Mr Dickſon put 
in the following ſecond reference from his Kkirk- 
ſeſſion; which was read. 


Newlands, May 4. 1751. 


AA and reference by the Kirk-ſeſſion of Newlands, to 
the Synod of Lothian and Tweeddate. 


« In conformity to the many excellent laws of 
church and ſtate, againit all vice, profaneneſs and 
immorality, now plouſly revived and ratified by 
a royal proclamation, and for our own * honour 
and vindication, this ſeſſion found ourſelves obli- 
ged, in May laſt, to ofier a reference and repre- 
{ſentation to the Synod of a long continued ſeries 
of very profaue and nnmoral proceedings, had by 
the reverend Mr Wallace, and a tribe of his fol- 
lowers in the preſbytery of Peebles, who, from 
montli to month, and from one year to another, 
have molt illegally conſtituted themſelves into the 
form, and acted with the authority of the preſby- 
tery, even after they had excluded and cancelled 
from the roll, members eſſentially conſtituent of 
the preſbytery, and had admitted elders who have 
no earthly pretence to be members of the court. 
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ln that reference offered to the Synod, we aver, 
and we now fill maintain, that there is not in 
the whole pretbytery of Peebles, one imple kirk- 
ſellion that is legally conſtituted, befides that of 
Newlands ; and we prove it to the Synod's ſatis- 
faction, that there is not- one liugle elder or dea- 
con, who, during theſe forty years paſt, has been. 
legally ordained, befides thele that have been or- 
dained by our own miniiter; as inclecd all the other 
miniſters have been conitrained, upon inquiry at 
privy-cenſures, to diſcover, — 1 many of them to 
confeſs, their entire ivnorance of the eſſential 
forms of ordiaation. 

This junto of — however, nuder the di- 
rection of Me Wa! llace, have in tone inſtauces re- 
ſuſed to elect any preibytery elders at all from 
their different ſeiions; in other inſtances they 
refuſed to inroll the elders that were elected; 
ſometimes again they have cancelled the names of 
elders, after they have been enrolled ; and laſtly, 


in other caſes, they have inrolied ſuch elders as 


were never by any {cfon elected. 
And theſe are not the wort of their proceed- 


| ings, for under ſuch an arbitrary conititution, 


theſèe reverend gentlemen have in numberleſs in. 
ſtances, vitiated and falſried the original records 
of their own court, if they deſer ve the name of 
a court; tliey have forged and given out falſe ex. 


tracts of whole folio pages, that have no corre- 


ſponding miuutes in the original record, to fup. 
port the extracts; and they have inſert into their 
manufactured records, the hiſtory of tranſactions 
that never exiſted, and interpolated minutes that 
are wholly diſproved by their extracts; and up- 
on the whole, there is not the leaſt taith to be 
given to the books by them produced before the 

Sy noc, 
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Synod, which every member muſt upon oath cons 
feſs, or teſtify to be full of error: and falſehood, 
as well as mauifeſt inconſiſtency. 


This ſame preſbytery, as they call Wenke 
have at their private cenſures encouraged and 
vindicated their leader in propagating the moſt 
palpable and confeſſed lies, by his incendiary let- 
ters, written to ſeveral Winters of the neighbour- 
ing preſbytery yet extant ; and when called to an - 
ſwer for theſe miſdemeanors in a civil court, they 
have pleaded a declinature and exemption in fa- 
vour of the clergy, from the common law of the 
kingdom; and have, as their minutes teſtify, ap- 
plied to the procurator for the church, not to ex- 
cuſe or deny their confeſſed crimes, but to pro- 
tect them from due puniſhment. 

And not only ſo, but knowing the judgment of 
God, that they who commit ſuch things are worthy of 
death, they not only da the ſame, bat have pleaſure in 
them that do them, Rom. i. 32.: for after one of 
Mr Wallace's commnnicants had before the fſhe- 
rifl-crurt confeſſed himſelf guilty of twenty-nine 
articles of falſehood in compoſing, theft in ex- 
acting, and wilful perjury in {wearing to the ve- 
rity of an account current for ſeven years, in 
which there was not one true article; yet even 
then, with the confeſſion before their eyes,. did 
they withdraw thei: conſent to proſecute the un- 
happy miſguided man, upon the laws againſt im. 
morality, and encouraged him in all this wicked- 
neſs, by admitting him to tlie ſacrament at Drum- 
melzjer, on that very week in which his confeſſion. 
was emitted; and as if the proſtitution of theſe 
ſacred myſteries was not ſufficient teſtimony of 
their favour for this delinquent, or rather for his 
vices, they ſolicited, and by the moſt groſs preva- 
ricatiou 
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rication and falſchood in judgment, they obtain - 
ed an edict from the ſheriff, in favour of them. 
ſelves and their diſciple, which they publiſhed to 
their congregations upon Sabbath days, for no 
other purpoſe but to give their ſanction to the 
guilt of their communicant, and at the ſame time 
they refuſed ſo much as to publiſh their own laws 
againft immorality, in terms-by law preſcribed, 
and agreeably to their own privy-cenſure vows. 
- Theſe are but a ſhort ſpecimen of the lawleſs 
immoralities of the reverend governors of the 
preſhytery of Peebles, which feemed to require 
the animadveriion of the Synod in May laſt, and 
were therefore then more fully repreſented to a 
committee of judicious brethren, appointed by the 
Synod to inquire into the caſe: but that com- 
mittee expreſſed uo dif} ſpoſition either to detect or 
to diſcourage ſuch practices in our fpiritual courts; 
and therefore we did not think it our duty to in- 
ſiſt further than that for our own vindication, 
the Synod ſhould at leaſt juſtify our conduct in 
exhibiting ſuch a grievous charge; and this juſti- 
fication. of our conduct, the Synod, with God and 
a good conſcience before their eyes, did moſt 
chearfally pronounce by the month of the reve- 
rend Mr Hyndman their moderator, with Mr Web- 
iter upon his right hand, dictating the ſentence 
of ample Juſtification. in the court of 5 
ſures. 

At the ſame time our miniſter, arft in the com- 
mittee, and then in a letter to the moderator, 
reviſed by Mr Webſter, and yet extant, inſiſted 
for leave of perpetnal abſence, both for himſelf 
and us, ſrom ſuch a profane and immoral preſby- 
rery; and ſor the purpoſes of a parochial viſita- 
tion, and review of our ſeſfonal records, Cc. we 
5 intreated 
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titreated in that letter, that a committee of the 
Synod, initead of the preibytery, . "OY be ap- 
pointed to attend us at Newlands, 

The leave of ablence was, under certain limi- 
tations, promiied by the commauttce; but to our 
altoniſlnnent, when the report was called tor in 
tlie Synod, and required too in the letter to the 
Moderator, no report was made, nor was one I- 
lable of the trantaction iniert in the minutes of 
court, becauſe Mr Webiter, a meinber of the cora- 
mittee, in ſo many words of his own, ajiured the 
court, * that the parties were 1o heartily diipoied 
to peace, that the Synod would hear no more 
« of their diſ utes.” | 

To verity this atiurance on our part, the loweſt 
condeiceniton, and molt tender compaſizon has 
been fhewn to all our reverend bretiren ſince that 
period, but all in vain ; for they have proceeded, 
it pollible, from evil to worte, and aiter they had 
found means to perſuade the tynod-clerk to inſert 
a downright lie of Mr Robertion's appearing at 
the bar of the Synod, in the name ot the preſby- 
tery of Peebles, Cc. which is all fiction; after 
this falſe minute, we ſay, the reverend aſlociates 
in preſbytery have thought fit, in our abſence, to 
fill up their own ſubiequent records with tie moſt 
nonſenſical tales that a diiordered imagination 
could ſuggeit. 

Without leave of abſence, which was promiſed 
by the committee, but never obtained from the 
Synod, both our miniſter and elder ventured to 
withdraw from the preſbytery tor a whole half 
year, till, in the Synod of Noveraber laſt, at the 
diet of privy-ceuſures, our mini{ter was called to 
anſwer for not attending the pre#i-:tery; and not 


ouly” ſo, but required, in theie odious cenſures, to 
anſwer 
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anſwer for tlie minſterial character and conduct of 
all his brethren of the preſbytery of Peebles. 

In anſweriug the queſtions uſtal at theſe pri- 
vate cenſures, the minutes of November Synod 
bear, that Mr Wallace contradicted Mr Dickſon 
in every article, which, in other words, is to ſay, 
that theſe brethren had once more given the lie to 
ene another in every anſwer. 

The anſwers given by Mr Dickſon in November 
are already before the Synod, and have been care» 
fully examined by-one and unother committee; to 
which we only at preſent ſaperadd a ſingle para- 
graph in anſwer to the following privy-cenſure 
queſtion. 

Queſi. Do your preſbytery uſe all means ſpeedi- 
ly to ſapply the vacancies in your bonnds ? 

Anſwer. No: In the laſt vacancy of Traquair, 
where the Chriſtian people were indifferent of the 
preſentee, we tranigreſſed all the laws of the 
church, and of common ſenſe in precipitating the 
ſettlement; but in the caſe of the preſent vacancy 
at Peebles, where the Chriſ ian people are attempt» 
ing a violent ſettlement of the preſentee, we have 
tranſgreſſed all the laws of the church in poitpo- 
ving that ſettlement, eſpecially becaute it has been 
too much promoted by a reverend brother, whofe 
inclination we are determined in every article to 
contradict. = 

The ſeſſion (till maintain the verity of every ar- 
ticie of theſe anſwers with tie {ſame confidence as 
in November laſt, when a copy of our preceding 
reference in May laſt was alſo put in, and left with 
the clerk of the-Synod ; and the conſideration of 
the whole caſe was then referred to the Rev. Mr 
Turnbull and Dr Robertſon, as a committee of 
the preſbytery's beſt friends, wlio are now to pro- 
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duce their report, and the ſeſſion reſolve to at- | 


quieſce in their determination, whatever it may be. 
The aſſociate brethren of the preſbytery have 
alſo, by their act of the 22d of the laſt month, re- 
newed their reference of the whole matters in que- 
{tion to the Synod ; and to this ſecond reference 
they have ſubjoined an appendix, which is indeed 


the moſt ridiculous part of the hiſtory, concerning 


a tumult that happened upon the firſt of April, 


when our preſbytery members for this Looad s Aſ- 


ſembly were choſen in a tavern. 

The truth is, chat in this, as almoſt 3 in every o- 

ther article of the minutes, the narrative inſert in 
the preſbytery book may be diſproved in every 
ſingle circumſtance, by the oath of every one of 
theſe" very miniſters of the poſpel who have atteſt- 
ed it in the name of the ever-blefſed Gop himſelf; 
ſo that before the emiſſion of that evidence; to 
which Mr Dickſon refers, it is unneceſſary to mul- 
tiply words upon the argument. We do not with 
to impeach the veracity - of the reverend miniſters 
in common life, but in the preſbytery-houſe we 
can prove, to the Synod's conviction, that they 
are indeed “ greater liars than the Cretians were, 
themſelves being witneſſes f... 

If any inſults worthy of the Synod's attention 
are to be complained of, they were committed firſt 
by Mr Oliver, who had entirely ſuperſeded Mr 
Gibſon the moderator, as incapable of his office; 
next by Mr Finlater, who perhaps recollected the 
folemnity of his own ordination without any edict, 


undder a /ifegyard of ſoldiers, and therefore could 


77 Here the Rev. Mr Ryndman warmly. interrupted the rea- 
der; but that good man was ſoon ſatisfied of the juſtice of that 
wretohed character, and therefore he conſented to the recard- 


ing of theſe very words in the Synod-book, in terms of the act 
15 : 


M not 
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not, in conſcience, ſuſtain the ordination of an el- 
der without an equal folemnity ; and laſt of all 
by Mr Robertſon, who tore away the minutes of 
court with moſt furious violence out of Mr Dick- 
ſon's hand, without ſuffering the inſtrument taken 
in the clerk's hand to be fo much as marked. 
For all which inſults theſe reverend gentlemen in. 
deed offered more than ſufficient atonement. : 
With reſpect to Mr Wallace, he had no part at 
all to act in the childiſh ſcuffle, either at or before 
the election, which was in end declared to be una- 
nimous; and then, after every one of tlie other 
members was compoſed, he was, by the undeſired 
iſſue of the conteſt, provoked abruptly to ſtart 
from his ſeat, and ruſh, with a threatening aſpect, 
as Mr Finlater ſaid, and moſt inſolent expreſſions, 
not towards the ſuperſeded moderator, but towards 
Mr Dickſon in the oppolite ſide of the room, who, 
with a ſmile in his face and a ſoft hand, gently 
preſſed Mr Wallace back towards his own ſeat, 
and no violence was offered to overpower or hurt 
an infant. If Mr Wallace ſtaggered at all, it pro- 
ceeded not from any ſtroke he received, but from 
the paroxyſm of his own paſſion, which might af - 
ect every joint; and if Mr Dickſon did at all ſeize 
Mr Wallace by the breaſt, it was ſurely intended 
not to oyerthrow him, but to help and uphold 
him: however, the fact is only aſſerted in the 
falſe minutes, and abſolutely denied by Mr Wal- 
lace himſelf, and every one of the other reverend 
members of court, as well as Mr Dickfon F 
The tale, of Mr Wallace being obliged to leave 
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+ The ſabornation'of John eres and John Turnbull, ru- 
ling-elders, to perjury, in ſwearing to facts upon this article, which 
every reverend member knows, and {till confeſſes to be falſe, is 
an inſtance of wickedneſs, conceivable only in a preſbytery. 


the 
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the preſbytery- room, is altogether falſe; he ate 
his dinner in it moſt heartily, and the only rea- 
ſon by him opeuly expreſſed for leaving the preſ- 
bytery after noon, was, that (as he ſaid) he did 
not chuſe to drink the gentleman's wine in his 
abſence, by whom they were to be entertained. 

It is ſaid in the minutes, that the preſbytery 
had not time after noon to enter upon the conſi- 
deration of the infult, accor ding to the folemn re- 
ſolution inferted in their minutes before dinner ; 
but the truth is, that the preſbytery ſtirred not 
from the table till they had drunk at leaſt a do- 
zen of wine, and Mr Wallace left not the town of 
Peebles before the next morning. 

Befbre we conclude the hiſtory of this notable 
election of members to the Aſſembly, the Synod 
mult be again reminded, that by an order of preſ-— 
| bytery, the pen was put into Mr Dickſon's hand, : 
to write a proteſt againſt the election only of the 
miniſters ; but he had no ſooner begun to infert 
that proteit-in the minutes, than Mr Robertiou 
tore away the paper witli the moſt outragious fu- 
ry, and reſtrained both the clerks. and their af. 
ſiſtants from ſo much as marking the proteſt ; and 
therefore we are now obliged to offer the follow- 
ing reaſons againſt the election of the Rev. Mr Fin- 
later and Mr Adams, minitters, which we demand 
of the Synod to record in their book, according to 
the act 1722, that both the protbytery and theſe 
gentlemen alſo may give in their anſwers, to be 
authenticated, and, as the act directs, tranſinitted 
together to the Aflembly's committee for reviſing 
commiſſions, -in the fame manner as Mr Wallace 
and his aſſociates nne their AAA tar. 
the Fear 1757. . TEE 
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theſe members were elected, was not legally con- 


ſtituteck; for-elders that were never elected, were 


inrolled, and voted; dad elders duly nn were 


extluded from. the v F700 


24ly, Theſe reverend 1 cannot with truth 
be atteſted, as duly qualified , Gg.: for, 2d!y, They, 
with all the brethren of the mretbytery, except Mr 
Dickſon, were, in November laſt, denied their ab- 
ſolution at the private cenſures of the Synod; and 
the whole charge exhibited againſt them is un- 
der reference to Dr Robertſon and Mr Turnbull, 


who have not yet FIR. r pork or de- 
ciſion, Cc. 


For theſe reaſons It is a Mc expected, that 
the commiſſion to the reverend brethren, in their 
preſent —— cannot Polſibix be ſuſtained 


| in the Aſſembly. ie B. 


To conclude all, as in the ooh of the —.— | 
of Biggar, it was the opinion of the majority of 
the Synod, that at private cenſures you had no 
power to award, or even recommend the reſtitu- 


tion of the money by them due; yet, in that caſe, 


the Synod did, agreeably to the laws againſt im- 


morality, authoriſe and concur in a proceſs. which 
is ſtill depending, at Mr Dickſon's inſtance, before 
the Court of Seſſion, for recovering that money; 
and therefore, in like manner, it is in the preſent 
caſe expected and required, that the Synod, agree- 
ably to the fame laws, may authorize and concur 
with us, in applying to the civil magiſtrate for 
correcting the groſs enormities, and malicious im- 


moralities avowedly practiſed by the reverend mi- 


niſters of the preſbytery of Fend in their e 
cal characters, c. 4 nl. 14 '*# 
Here the reference concludes. 


* Theſe reaſons are afterwards' inſert at full length. 
[2 ff py After 
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Aſter a very Jifliberate and attentive peruſal 0 
this reference, and of the reports made by the ſe- 
-veral committees, / and that he preſbytery were 

alſo fully heard upon their references, and upon 
the whole caſe, the Synod not only juſtified Mr 
Dickſon, but continued the ſecluſion of all the 
other members of the preſbytery of Peebles from 
the communion of the church in private ceuſures, 
and the Synod unanimouſly pronounced an ap- 
pointment immediately to inſtitute a proper pro- 
ceſs againſt them, ſor the crimes before me- tion- 
ed; which were all declared to be both relevant 
and proven to the full conviction of the court. 
| This order of proſecution. was either wholly 
wrote out, or at leaſt it Was corrected and amend- 
ed by Dr Robertſon ; and it was approved by Mr 
Turnbull and every other member of the whole 
Synod ; and thereafter, in a few days, a preſby-. 
tery pre re nata, was called; and by them the £4]. 
lowing reference, to the Atlerably 1 761 Was prepa- 
red, and tranſinitted in due form to dhe clerk aud 


committee for ring: mien, „as gt: act 1 79. 


J 


8 to the General tek of the church of - 
Scat land, concerning the undue eleftion of the reve- 3 
rend Meff. Finlarer and Adams to be members of that - 
court, and the informal commiſſion. preſented by them 
ar from this preſtytery of Peebles; falſely atteſting 
themſelves to be member qualified in every reſpeft, 


not only in terms of the aft 17 22, bur according to 
” every other cf of Mme. | _ 


AT Pecbles, May rt. 1767. A A ful mevting of 
all the conſtituent members of pretbytery was 
legally required to convene this day pro re nata, 
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that they might altogether conſider and judge of 
the moſt extraordinary caſe herein after mention- 
ed: but Mr Gibſon one of the preſent modera- 
tors, who ſhould himſelf be the convener, and ſe- 
veral of the aſſiſtant· clerks, and others principal - 

Iy concerned, were pleaſed to refuſe their atten- 
dance, and the other clerks preſent very modeſtly 
declined to act; and therefbre the reſt of the 

members, who are mot at all fond of eccleſiaſtical 

power, aſſume only the liberty to tranſmit the fol- 

lowing Reference to the Aſſembly 1761, preciſely 

in the ſame form obſerved in tranſmitting to the 

Aſſembly 1757 a ſtrange paper - writing of objec- 

tions then offered for the preſbytery of Peebles, 

againſt ſuſtaining the commiſſion granted by the 
_ magiſtrates and town-conncil of Peebles, to their 
honourable repreſentative'in Aſſembly, whom the 
preſbytery in their objections denied to be ſo much 
as an ordained elder; though now it appears, by 
- the preibytery-record, that even at the date of the 
commiſſion be was a preſent member of the preſ- 
bytery itſelf, .and indeed the only member in the 
whole preſbytery orrlained in a preciſe conformity 
to the law; and as ſuch, has been alſo often upon 
the moſt politive and indubicable evidence atteſted 
by the preſbytery as their own repreſentative, 
every way ne bf aN to one and 1 the 
acts of Aſſembly. th; pare ay) 

It might be Len "wh objected to aa re- 
verend members before-named, ſo ignorantly criti. 
cal i in the form of ordaining elders, that neither 
one nor other of themſelves are to this bour legal- 
1y ordained miniſters according to any of the moſt 
ellential and ſcriptural or even uſual forms of 

preſbytery ; ſo that, according to their o]n doc- 
trine, all ordinances hitherto by them diſpenſed, 
are, 270 jure, null. 70 


Bu v 
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But, not to inſiſt on this objection, it is further 
objected, That the preſbytery, falfely ib. called, | 
who ordained at leaſt one af theſe gentlemen, and 4 
elected both to the Aſſenibly, was not a court legal- * | 
ly conſtitute, as one half the number of conſtituent | 
elders were not elected and filled up in the roll, I 
though often required by proteſts inſert. in the 
preſbytery-record/: and not only ſo, but other e- 
lected members of preſbytery were arbitrarily ex- || 
cluded from the roll, and another claſs was in || 
their ſtead admitted, who had not the leaſt claim 
or pretence to be enrolled, as confeſſedly they 
were never elected. 575 
And that is not all; for the 1 minutes of | 
the lawleſs diet of election on the firſt of April 
_ laſt, are falſe almoſt in every line, and not one of 
the many officiating clerks was ſuffered to inſert 
the objections offered. to the illegal proeeedin g5 of 
that day, though required under proteſt, as an in- 
ſtrument taken in the hands of one of the clerk's 
will teſtify :, and beſides, the commiſſion preſent- 
ed to the Aſſembly. is in itſelf both falſe and in- 
formal; and the reverend members are fo far from 
| being qualiGed according to the acts of Aſſembly 
therein referred to, that they ly at preſent under 
ſcandal before the Synod: for, after numberleſs 
complaints offered. by themſelyes, and ſeven other 
reyerend brethren of the preſbytery, to the Synod 
from one year to another, and numberleſs apolo- 
gies offered for their inſolent conduct both in the 
Sy nod and to ſeveral of its committees, and not- 
withſtanding all interceſſions in their behalf, the 
Synod have yet, after all, not only diſmiſſed their 
| ſhameleſs complaints, but have, Jaſt week, ordained | 
2 libel to be tormed aginſt all the nine complain- (| 
ers, for the crime of having baſely vitiated their 4 
own preſhytery- records, ſuperinducing falſe mi- 
nutes 
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nutes into books atteſted in the name of Gov, and 
upon other articles of dittay confeſſedly worthy 
of tlie higheſt cenſure· and pains boch of the nooks 
fiaſtical and of the civil law. © 

The commiſſion itſelf then is falſe, as tt: beans 
expreſly, “ That all the commiſſioners' are every 
« way qualified to be members of the Aſſembly, 
« accorditig to the acts of Aſſembly ;' and, in 
particular, reference is had to what is required by 
act gth of the General Aſſembly, held anno 1722. 

This fatal act, as all other -church-laws, muſt be 
interpreted favourably for the reverend legiſlators 
themſelves, and is titled, An att againſ! profaneneſs, 
and concerning the duty of elders and deacons, on- 
Iy. By it many pious and benevolent” elders 
have been deprived of their ſeats in the Aſſembly, 
and the obligation of this act has been hitherto 
conſidered as entirely limited to ruling- elders, but 
not at all applicable to the purity and decorum of the 
"miniſterial character, as the law againſt the theatre 
ſpeaks, except in that ſingle Inftance ;. for othet- 
wiſe, by ſuch a ſevere teſt, every toul- almolt of the 
clergymen, living or dead, ſince the date of the 
act, would have been for ever” baniſhed and: diſ- 
qualified from ſitting i in this venerable court ;. aud 
at this day, perhaps! in all the Aſſembly, there will 
not be a king's chaplain, or other ſingle miniſter 
in the church, © whofe commiſſion can be ſuf- 
tained to enable him ſo much as to eonſtitute tlie 
court, and fill the Moderator's chair; ſo that the 
government of the church muſt, by fuch a rigor- 
ous application of the law, devolve entirely upon 
the ruling-elders. But yet, after all the moſt fa- 
vourable allowances are admitted for the benefit of 
the clergy, as the law ſpeaks, till, in the preſent 
0 caſe, | 
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cad the tranſgreſſions of one and all the laws a- 

eneſa have been ſo maniſold and hei- 
nous, and: withal b obvious. and unpardonable by 
the Chriſtian people, that it is not conceivable up- 
on what pretext: a commiſſion can be ſuſtained. in 
favaur of the revexend delinquents +. 

If there is a laſt day, the reports to be then made 
by Synods and preſbyteries, and the records of their 
diligence and zeal at privy-cenſures, in violating 
every article of this law, will, before the general 
aſſembly of mankind, fill up the ſcene of the moſt 
awful horrors of that ; Wig ; and as the worthy Judge 
Eternal, from whoſe mouth we expect our final 
doom, be e, our predeceſſors; ſo certainly ſhall 
it be more tolerable, fur the land of Sodom, in the day of 
judgment, than for us. We mean not thoſe honourable 
ruling-elders, who. are partakeys of 'a divine nature, in 
wiſdom, righteouſneſs and holineſs, above all the other 
votaries of Calvin, and who have only deſerted 
the ordinances of the ſauctuary, becauſe the God 
of all-their grace and conſolation has himſelf deſert- 
ed it, without. {caving ſo much as one, bleſſing behind 
kim ; but for us who are the orthodox leaders of 
the church, and who have ſo eminently diſtingui- 
ſhed ourſelves by our all-conſuming zeal againſt 
hereſy and the.theatre, who bind heavy burdens and 
grievous to be born,” and lay them on mens ſhoulders, 
but u ourſelves will not move them with one of our 
Auger lat but all our works, &c. See our eccleſiaſti- 
cal, characteriſtics, and our doom, (Matth. chap. 
xxili. paſſim), pronounced by the meek and lowly 
Prince of Peace, who yet loved us and waſhed 1s Je 
eur-fins in his own lo. 

But, however theſe things be, the jo rang of an. 
habirual courſe: of unprecedented profaneneſs, v vice 
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und immorality, not in private life, but in all their 
preſbyterial proceedings, for ſeveral years palt; was 
exhibited at the ſynodical privy-cenſures in No- 
vember laſt, againſt the nine nniſters of the Pee- 
bles preſbytery before mentioned, (not all equal - 
ly guilty). And although an abſolution, or even 
an indulgence in the commiffion of many venial 
if not mortal fins, may be more cheaply purchaſed 
for orthodox miuilters, not elders, at theſe Privy. 
cenſures, than in any diſpenſatory at Rome; yet 
the charge was ſo dreadful, that the Synod in No- 
vember refuſed theſe members of the preſbytery 
their common abſolution ; and referred the charge 
to be conſidered, with the reverend gentlemens 
defences, by Mr Thomas Turnbull and Dr Robert- 
ſon, as a committee of the preſbytery's moſt com— 
paſſionate friends, who were appointed to give in 
their report upon the whole, laſt week. 

The committee, avcordingly; „and ſeveral other 
judicious minifters of the church, did condeſcend 
to meet with the moſt* guilty brethren. of the pref 
bytery by themſelves, and, in the abſtnee of all ac- 
cuſers, did hear, with the moſt faveurable ear, all 
their own apologies, grievances; and complaints. 

But inſtead of being able thereupon to report any 
tolerable defence, which, if poſſible, was intreated 
by every mortal coneerned, the committee found 
themſelves obli ged to cencur with the whole Sy- 
nod, laſt week, in rejecting all apologies and com- 
plaints, and ordaining a libel to be formed upon 
the ſeveral articles of the charge; every one of 
which was inſtantly proved by an immediate ap- 
peal to the evidence of the preſbytery- books, com · 
pared with extracts produced, and to the teſtimo- 
ny of the guilty 'brethren themſelves, ſtanding 
around the bar, well prepared to plead every poſ- 

ſible 
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ſible defence they had deviſed during the fix pre- 
ceding months allowed them for that purpoſe. 
"This execrable libelling work is, indeed, com- 
mitted by the Synod to a ſociety of moſt merciful 
Chriſtians, who have more of the ſpirit of the go- 
ſpel, if not of Calyin, than that they ſhould ever 
execute it ; ſo that, upon their interceſſion for par- 
dene — of e the e e bre 
Synod. | | 
But ſtill, in then mean Sima, if his Majeſty! O royal 
proclamation, publiſhed, alas, hitherto in vain 
to ratify and revive our obſolete laws againſt pro- 
faneneſs and immorality, may, but for once, in 
default of higher principles, perſuade the Aſſem- 
bly, in imitation. of fo great an example, to obſerve 
their own act 1722, in the caſe now referred, they 
will unavoidably be obliged to animadvert upon 
the premiſſes, in which they will receive much 
further information from the minutes of the Sy- 
nod, both in May and November 1760, and in 
May 1751, as well as from the preſbytery records; 
all which they are obliged, in- obedience to ho, 
70 moſt peremptory appointment of that law, imme 
* diately to examine, at leaſt, before they Rain a a 
commiſſion to reverend miniſters, who, by appoint- 
ment of the Synod, ly till November next, with 
ſeven more of their brethren, under ſcandal, in the 
highelt ſenſe of the word, unpardoned, .unabfolved 
even in the lugicrous.and ſuperficial farce of pri- 
vy-cenſures itſelf; in which, eſpecially, as per- 
formed twice a year in the Peebles preſbytery, 
Mrs Ward and Mr Digges would be ed to 10 | 
the mgſt innocent parts. 
. Beſides the Synod and. ee (6600s e ht | 
Aﬀlembly ö n alſo * upon the ſeveral extracts 


herewith { 
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heren to be produced from the Peebles preſby · 
| tery records, which, in numberleſs inſtances, mu—- 
tually eontratlict and are contradicted by the re- 
cords themſelves. And, in many more inſtances, 
every individual member of the preſbytery will, 
upon oath, acknowledge, that both the record 
and' the extract are utterly falſe, and inconſiſtent 
with all poſfible truth: ſo that, upon the whole, 
without impeaching their uprightnef: s im 3 
life, it may be ſafely affirmed in the Aſſembly, as 
it was in the Synod proved, that the guilty bre- 
thren are in preſbytery greater liars than ever the 
Cretians were, themſelves being witneſſes. And, par- 
ticularly, with reſpect to the extracted hiſtory, 
now produced, of the tumult that happened in 
. preſbytery at the election of the members, on the 
firſt of April, there is ſcarce one line of truth in 
the whole narrative; and there is almoſt as little 
truth or veriſimilitude in the extracted minutes of 
the 22d day, when the comnmiſſion was reviſed and 
atteſted ;'both'which extracts are ſigned by one of 
the officiating clerks ſor we day: whereas the 
commiſſion and atteſtation are only ſigned by, Mr 
Gibſon, the moderator, fuperſeded by Mr Oliver 
his affiſtant, or by Mr Wood, the © 1. but he 
was alſo totally ſuperſeded by Mr Oman, MP Ro- 
bertſon and Mr Baird, the only officiating clerks. 
So that in this reſpect alſo the commiſſion falls to 
bo rejected, as not duly fipned by the «Ring mo- 
derator and clerk, in terins of che act 1741. 5 
To ſay no more, although che atteſtation of . | 
_ Peebles preſbytery, faithleſs as it is, can neither 
add nor detract from the juſt and high character | 
of the gentlemen this year elected and atteſted by 
them as elders, both from the preſbytery kd from 
. the rp yet it may be obſerved, that in this 
| Saran, 
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particular, though without any re gard to truth 
and con ſtience, the preſbytery, according to the 
atrict letter and ſpirit of the law, were, indeed, at 
pains to get themſelves informed of what they 
| have atteſted” of theſe . honourable gentlemens 
abundant qualifications. And, no objection what- 
cver is offered to either of the commiſſions and a 
teſtations, except in o far as relates to the reve- 
rend miniſters in their prefent circumſtances, who, 
with their ſeven brethren, neither are, nor pol 
ſibly could have been, either formally or truly 
elected or atteſted, as in the leaſt degree members 
qualified in terms of the act of Aſſembly 1722, or 


according »to = i one or other act TED 
whatever. oh 
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Extracted or copied from tlie ori 12a dats, 
not yet inferted in the preſbytery record, by 


ARCHIBALD F ATRBAIRN, Clerk, 


A LETIEI to Dr W i/part, Clerk to the Aﬀemby, tte 
cloſing the preceding reference. | | 


8 'Rever ead and dear Brother, 
5 1 cc 5 5 2 1 of April 1757, tle minutes, 


yet ex «ty 
lures that ever was held in the ar een of Pee» ut 
bles were reviſed and approved; and immediate» 
1%, upon the ſame day, they were extracted from ”,. 
beginning to end, and ſigned by the clerk, accord» * | 
ing to an order X court expreſsly aſked and given; 
to prevent, if poſſible, any future falſitication or ö 
manufacture of records uſual in that court: and 3 
for the ſame purpoſe, the extract bears, that no ” 
buſineſs was tranſacted at that diet other than 
what is contained in the extract. And the extract 
aticlf was alſo produced and read verbatim in the : 

F.. N S ynod, 
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"Synod, to confute a contrary tale which had been 
falſely aſlerted by the Rev. Mr Wallace of Drum- 
melzier judicially before that -ourt. 1 

Notwithſtanding all theſe precautions to pre- 
vent falſehood, the Rev. Mr Wallace, with Meſſ. 
Baird and Oliver, two other miniſters of the preſ- 
bytery, found means afterwards, without any au- 
thority, to abſtract the original minutes from the 
clerk of court into ſome unknown place, where» 
by themſelves, they were pleaſed to forge and in- 
terpolate a long addition of new minutes into the 
boſom of the original copy, as yet appears; all 
which were in end tranſcribed into the record of 
court, and atteſted in the name of God, thereby 
to vindicate Mr Wallace's judicial aſſeveration, 
however contrary to all poſſibility of truth. 

Theſe ſpurious minutes of their own compo- 
ſition, the three aſſociate brethren, upon their 
ewn unwarranted and uncontroulable authority, 
thought fit to trauſinit to you, in a letter from 
Mr Oliver, . modeſtly intreating you to exhibit 
them, which you did, before the Aſſembly's com- 
mittee for reviſing commiſſions, as containing the 
preſbytery's reaſons for rejecting the commiilion 
from the town of Pcebles: and the minutes o 
compoſed and ſo produced had tle effect deſigned 
by the brethren, for no other reaſon but becauſe 
it was far below the dignity of any gentleman to 
oppoſe them in it. 
he vitiation of the original minutes, however, 
even after extract, and ſuperinduction of grols 
fſehoods into their records, were practices they | 
dared not to avow; and therefore, firſt, by a va- 
riety of ſinful arts they attempted to conceal their 
crime from the Synod and the world; and, when 
that was no longer polſlible, they, with others of 

the 
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the. preſbytery, have been tempted, by one acct- 


deut or other, to proceed from evil, if poſſible, to 


worſe, in a continued {ſeries of miſdemeanours, 
which have provoked the Synod to appoint a libel. 
to be execute againſt no leſs than nine miniiters, 
as ſome way acceſſory to the n in the manner 
within mentioned. ny 

In theſe cir ccumſtances, you are — mu ah 
more bound in duty, than in the cafe of Mr Oli- 
ver's letter, to intimate and read the incloſed re- 
ference to the committee for reviſing commiſſions. 
As the preſbytery is at preſent in a ſtate of greater 
anarchy than the burgh of Innerkeithing, without 
any one moderator or clerk, who by himſelf is al- 
lowed, without the help of an aſſiſtant, to officiate ; 
and as the records of court and minutes are ſe- 
creted from the principal clerk among diſſerent 
hands, where members themſelves have no acceſs 
to ſee them, it therefore cannot be expected that 
this reference ſhould appear in a complete form. 

Twenty printed copies of it are ſent you for the 
ule of the members of the committee, and twenty 


more which you may diftribute among other mem- 


bers of diſtinction. 

We leave it to you to inform the Aſſembly or 
not, as you think proper, that before the meeting 
of next Synod two miniſters are to be ordained in 
the preſbytery of Peebles : but ſeeing no gitt or 


grace of the divine Spirit can be-reaſonably expect- 


ed to be communicated by the impoſition of the 
hands of miniſters themſelves lying under ſ@b a. 
reproachful ſentence of Synod, the Aſſembly may 
thereſore poſſibly reckon it worthy of their confi. 


deration, whether any of the nine guilty miniſters ' * 
ſhould be allowed at preſent to join in the moſt 
ſolemn acts of ordination. And if the. Aſſembly 


N 2 think 
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krhink they ſhould not, we would fain hope that in 
this caſe the Aſſembly may contrive a way to re- 

leaſe the brethren ſooner, by ordering the Synod 
to meet pra re nata, and to accept unmediately of 
fach atonement and ſatisfaction. as it is in the 
power of the offenders to give. 

Wie beg alſo leave to obſerve, that many of tlie 
erimes charged upon the brethren fall evidently 
under the juriſdiction of the civil. magiſtrate, 
which he is obliged, under pain of L. 100. Scots, 
to cognoſce within ten days after an information 
is preſented by the procurator for the church, C- 
npon the laws againſt immorality: and the grog 
enormities avowedty-practifed-and encouraged in 
the preſbytery-houſe of Peebles, bring it- directly 
under the deſcription of his Majeſty's proclama- 
tion, as one of the moſt 4#j/7/xt2 and tiſorderly houſes 
in the whole connty ; and as ſuch, all the execn- 
tors of theſe laws are bound, in duty, exther to re- 
form or ſuppreſs it: 

And, therefore, we may reaſonably intreat- the 
Aſſembly, as was done by ſome of our number in 


the Synod, that; for this purpoſe, they may direct 


an information upon the premiſſes to be addreſlecd, 
not in the common vague- and unheeded manner 
of acts and warnings, To all rultag-elders, juſtices 
of the peace, Cc. Cc. in general, over the church 
and nation; but ſpecially addreſſed, To the Right 
Hon. the Lord Preſtongrange, Lord Alemoor, and 
Lord Elliock, who are juſtices of the peace and 
alſo ruling- elders in the couity of Peebles; pray- 
ing, beſceching and requiring them, in the very 
words of the ſeaſonable but utterly, neglected 
warning of the Aſſembly and its commiſlion in 
November 1753, viz:' © That, in this weighty mat- 
ter (incomparably more weighty, indeed, than 
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« the matters of hereſy or the theatre) they may 
& act as the miniſters of God, by being a terror. 
© to ſach evil-doers ; and, particularly, that as el- 
« ders of diſtinction and authority in this church 
« they will employ the whole weight of their in- 
c tereſt, (as they do of their example) for re- 
ce (training and ſuppreſſing ſuch ſcandalous licen- 
c tiouſneſꝭ, profanity aud impiety.“ See for your 
direction the act itlelf, which it is highly pro- 
bable that not one of the reverend. legiſlators has 
ever ſo much as read ſince it was enacted ;. and 
never will they more think of it, till fome of 
themſelves are made the monuments of its jo ſe- 
verity.. ; 

Whenever that event ſhall but ſor once h appen, 
the effect will be more viſible and happy in the 
reformation of ;reſbyteries, and privy-cenſures, 
than all the eceleſiaſtical cenſures that have been 
inflicted ſince the firſt inſtitution of our Levitical 
courts could ever accoinpliſh. For example, the 
penalty incurred by. a miniſter guilty of curſing; 
and ſwearing. is, if we rightly remember, by the 
law, a fifth part of his ſtipend for every treſpaſs * 
now undoubtedly the crime of atteſting; a falſe- 
hood in judgment, after invocation of a divine 
preſence and inſpection, is a {pecies of pezjury far 
more heinous than a paſiorate oath, uttered raſh- 
ly in common converſation. . 

Be it ſuppoſed then, not that the panels were 
to be liable in the legal penalty for every lie in- 
ſert in their atteſted. records; for in that cafe the. 
whole nine would be bankrupted at once; but be 
it only ſuppoſed, that the fine due for a ſingle 
troſpaſs ſhould be inflicted upon every one of the 
miniiters by the. elders;juſtices.. once, for all the 
volume of lies recorded in the preſbytcry-beoks 
N 3 nce- 
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fince the 28th of April 1957; and it might, with- 
out the ſpixit of prophecy, be in that caſe foretold, 
that the record ſhall continue an eternal blank, 


before one other falſe ſyllable be inſcribed i in ie. 
We are, 


Reverend and dear Brother, 
Your moſt humble ſervants, 
ARCHIBALD FaIRBAIRN, C/k. 
P. S. As in the caſe of a miniſter's death, or 
other extraordinary event, it is uſual to hold 
a preſbytery pro re nata; ſo the Synod's un- 
precedented appointment to hbel members of 
Aſſembly rendered this caſe more extroardi- 
nary than the death of all the nine miniſters 
. could have made it, and therefore the calling 
of a prefbytery was in this caſe much more 
neceſſary.—— The principal reference, with 
a manuſcript copy of the preceding letter, 
will be found depoſited with the principal 
minutes of election, at Peebles, in the ſame 
clerk's hand, and will appear as foon as the 
Synod and prefbytery-records are Inſpected, 
according to the indiſpenſible appointment of 
the act 1722; and ſooner than that inſpection 
appears to be indiſpenfible duty, it is unne- 
ceſſary to trouble the Aſſembly at all in the 
matter. 


May 19. 1751. 


I 


Upon this reference, neither the committee nor 
the Aſſembly thought fit to heſitate in ſuſtaining 
the commiſſion, although they might, with equal 
truth and hour to the church, have ſaſtained 
a commiſſion to tlie Pope or the devil, as qualified in 
all reſpetts YE to what” is a 2 the act 
1722. 
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Im the month of Auguſt this year, Mr Dickſon, 
however unwilling, was conſtrained to direct the 
following libel to be formed againſt nine reverend 
miniſters of the preſbytery, according to the una- 
nimous appointment of the Synod “. 


SUMMONS iſſued by the Honourable Sheriff of Peebles 
upon the revived laws for the more eſfectua] ſup- 
preſſian of all vice, profantneſs, und immerality. 


M* Alexander Murray advocate, Sheriff of tlie 
| county, and ruling-elder in the General Aſ- 
ſembly and commiſſion for the town. of Peebles : 
WHEREAS a royal proclamation, mandate, and 
commiſſion, now produced in my court, ſuperſcri- 
bed by our Sovereign Lord the King, has been 
tranſinitted by the Honourable James Montgomery 
Eſq; his Majeſty's ſolicitor, or others his Majeſty's 
ſervants, to the Rev. Meſl. John Hyndman, mode- 
rator of Aſſembly and commiſſion, Thomas Turr - 
bull, William Robertſon, John Erſkine, Patrick 
Cuming, Robert Hamilton, Daniel M<Queen, Alex- 
ander Webſter, james Mair, Richard Germain, 
Robert Walker, Alexander Carliſle, David Plender- 
leath, David Dickſon, William Dalgleith, Thomas 
Muſchet, William Tait, Bernard Haldane, all mi. 
niſters of the goſpel in the county of Peebles, or 
elſewhere-; and ao to the Honourabl Sir James 
Naſinith of · Poſſo, Baronet, John Carmichael of 
Caltlecraig, John Hay of Hayſtoun, Eſquires, and 

others, juſtices of the peace in this county, Jaines 
Ballantine, Eſq; provolt of Peebles, and to Mr Da- 
vid Dalrymple advocate, procurator for the church 
of Scotland: By waica royal and pious procla- 


\.* Hereby to deliver his inferior elders from the vengeance 
of ns, pee ytery ; for they dared not to exerciſe diſcipline up- 
on his Right Honowftable raling elders of diſtinction. 
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mation 
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mation and mandate his Majeſty, moſt ſerioufly 


and religiouſſy conſidering that it is an indifpens 
ſible duty on him to be careful, above all other 
things, to preſerve and advance the honour and 
ſervice of Almighty Gop, and to diſcourage and 
ſuppreſs all vice, profaneneſs, debauchery, and 
immorality, which are fo highly diſpleaſing to 
Gor, ſo great a reproach to our religion and go- 
vernment, and, by means of the frequent ill ex- 
amples of the practices thereof, have ſo fatal a ten- 
dency to tlie corruption of many of his loving 
ſabjects, otherwiſe religiouſly and virtuoufly dif- 
poſed, and which, if not timely remedied, may 
juſtly draw down the divine vengeance on his Ma- 


jeſty and his kingdoms ; and his Majeſty alſo hum- 


bly acknowledging' that he cannot expect tlie 
bleſſing and goodneſs of Almighty Gop, by whom 
kings reign, and on which his Majeſty entirely re- 
lies, to make his reign happy and proſperous to 
himſelf and his people, without a religious obſer- 
vance of God's holy laws ; to the intent, therefore, 
that religion, ptety, and good manners may, ac- 
cording to his Majeſty's moſt hearty deſire, floui iſſi 
and increaſe under his adminiſtration and govern- 
ment, he thought fit, by the advice of his privy- 
council, to iſſue his royal proclamation, declaring 
his raval purpoſe and reſolution to diſcountenance 
and puniſh all manner of vice, prefaneneſs, and 
immorality, in all perſons, of whatever degree or gua- 
lity, within his realm; and that, for the encourage- 


ment of religion and morality, he will, upon all 


occafions, diftinguiſh perſons of piety by marks of 
his royal favour : And his Majeſty does expect 
and require, that all perſons of honour, or in places 
of authority, will give good example ly their un pirly 
and virtue, and to their utmoſt. contribute to the” d 'G 
"countenanciug 
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couutenauciug perſous of diſſolute aud debauched liver, 
that they, being reduced by that means to ſhame and 
contempt for their looſe aud evil actions and behaviour 
may be thereby alſo enforced the ſooner to reform their 
ill habits. and practices, and that the viſtble diſpleaſuxe 
of good men towards them may, as far as. it. is poſſible, 
Supply what the laws probably, canngt- altogether pre- 
gent: And his Majeſty does ſtrictly charge and 
commanc& all his. judges, mayors, ſheriffs, juſiices of 
the peace, and all other his Mujeſly's officers aud mini- 
ſters, both eccleſiaſtical and civil, and all. other his. 
ſubje cts whom it may concern, to be very vigilant 
and ſtrict in the diſcovery, and the eftectual pro- 
ſecution and: puniſhment of all perſons who ſliall 
be guilty of prafaue ſwearing, or other diſſolute, im- 
oral, or diſorderly practice,; and that they take 
care allo efſectually to ſuppreſ—di/orderiy houſes, 
and to put in execution the ſtatute made in the 
29th year of Charles II. Cc. anq all other laws now 
in force, for the puniſliing and ſupprefimmg any af 
the vices aforeſaid, —as they will anſwer it to Al- 
mighty Gop, and upon pain of his Majeſty's high- 
eſt diſpleaſure: And for the more efiectual pro- 
ceeding herein, all juſlices of the peace, Cc. are 
directed and commanded to giye ſtrict charges far 
the due proſecution and puniſhment oſ all perſons 
that ſhall preſume to oflend in any of. the kinds. 
aforeſaid, aud alſo: of all perſons that, coutrary ta 
their duty,. ſhall be remiſs or negligent in putting the 
ſaid laws. in execution; and that they do, at—the 
quarter-ſeſſions. of the peace, cauſe his Majeſty; 8 
royal proclamation to be publicly read in open 
court: And every miniſter is further charged an 
commanded in his church or chapel to read, or 
_ cauſe to be read, his Majeſty's proclamation, at 
Faſt four times in every year, immediately after 
divine 


T8 9 
divine ſervice i, and to incite and tir up their re- 
ſpective . auditories to the practice of piety and 
virtue, and the avoiding of all immorality and 
profaneneſs. Lix EAS the General Aſſembly of 
this national church, in their act againſt profane - 
neſs, taking into their moſt ſerious conſideration, 
that notwithſtanding of the weighty commands 
and dreadful threatenings conteined in the Scrip- 


tures of truth, and the many laudable Chriſtian 
laws of this nation, and the acts of the General 
Aſſembly of this church, againſt all impiety and 
profaneneſs, yet the open outbreakings of wicked- 


neſs are not reſtrained, but Gor is daily diſhoncur- 
ed and provoked, the profeſſion of Chriſtianity 
diſcredited, and the pernicious effects of ill ex- 


ample difſeminated and ſpread abroad, by abound- 


ing ſcandals of profane and idle ſwearing, &c. and 
other groſs abominable ſins :—Therefore that the 
Aſſembly may not be wanting in their duty, of 
contributing their utmoſt endeavours for b-aring 
down and puniſhing of all immorality and wicked- 
neſs, they did, in the awe and dread of the Great 


Gov, who will not hold them guiltleſs that break 
any of his commandments, &c. ſeriouſly recom- 
mend to miniſters and members of kirk-ſeſſions, 
from a due zeal for Gop, to hold hand to the de- 


lating, informing againit, and puniſhing of all 
profane tranſgreſſors, without reſpect of perſons, 
by civil puniſhments, conform to the acts of par- 
hament made in that behalf; and that they record 
their diligence in their ſeſſion - books, that the ſame 
may be ſeen by their preſbyteries, who are hereby 
required to make inquiry therein at their viſita- 


* How. many res to the Holy Ghoſt do the prelates of the church 


and their followers emit termly in their privy- -cenſure vows up- 


on this article! 
tions 2 
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tions: And, leſt any be found backward, from a 
fear or unwillingneſs to diſpleaſe or diſoblige 
per/ons of note, who may happen to be guilty, the 
General Aſſembly earneitly exhorts all miniſters 
and elders, and all Chriſtiaus, to remember, that 
in this matter they have to do with the great aud 
terrible God, Whole houour is to be preferred, and 
his wrat{ to be icared beiore ail other confidera- 
tions whaticever : And it is provided, that cvery 
miniſter or meinber of ſciiion, negiccting to pur- 
ſue in their ſtations, ihali be cenſured for the lirſt 

fault by the pretbytery, aud tor the ſecond by the 
Synod, and for contumed neyiyence, or third 
fault, be ſulf ended, and the ientence to be record- 
ed in the Syuod-regiiier ; and in the caſe of re- 
fractory or negligent magitr; ates, who are by law 
ſubjected to a penalty of I. 100 Scots for ev ery ot- 
fence of this kind, the miniſters and meinbers of 
ſettion are required to purſue him beiore the Lords 
of Seihon, according o the act of parliament, 
who are thereby obliged ſummarily to cognoice 
and determine the cavie, Cc. And the act of Ai- 
ſenbly, of the preceding contents, is ordered to 
be read in all the churches within this kingdom 
twice a- year from the pulpit, to wit, upon the firit 
Sabbaths after Whitſunday a::d Martins yearly ; 
to which appointment every miniſter ot the go- 
ſpel in the church, at privy-cenſures, repeats his 
vows of obedience twice a-year *, And, uOoRE“E 
OVER, the commiſſion of the General Aflembly, in 
like manner, ordained their att and warning a- 
gainſt profaneneſs and immorality to be Publifled 


No libel of damnation can proceed upon this ad; for the 
terms of Whitſunday and Martinmas are altered by act 01 par 
liament, otherwiſe Mr Riſk mult indeed run tue ritk ot eternal 
fire ( Tray. of FO] for dilobey1 ing it in the King's chapel next 
Sabbath. 
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+ From the pulpits, wherein they lament the decli- 
uing ſtate of religion within this church and land, 
the viſible decay of the ſpirit of piety, and bold 


and abounding inſtances of growing vice and im- 


morality, all in oppoſition to divine authority and 


our excellent laws; - and therefore the commiſſion 
ſtricthy injoin preſbyteries within this church to 
exert the powers with which they are inveſted, 
and to apply to thoſe in civil authority, for cor- 
recting ſuch groſs enormities ; and the commiſlion 
particularly:expect from the elders of this church, 
theſe in a ſpecial manner of diſtinction and au- 
thority, that they will employ the whole weight 


of their intereſt and example, for reſtraining and 
ſuppreſſing fuch ſca: Jn , licentiouſneſs, profani- 


ty and impiety : And the commiſſion, in the fear 
of Gop, as they ſay, injoin all the miniſters of 


this church to take heed to themſelves, and preſ- 


Þyteries to take care they do not bring upon them- 
ſelves the heinous guilt of proſtituting ſacred 
things, by allowing profane and irreclaimable ſin- 


ners, of whatever name or ſtation, the benefit of 
ſealing ordinances. 


; AND WHEREAS, wpou the 
authority of his Majeſty's royal commithon, and of 


the other laws and acts of parliament, and of Af" 


ſembly and commiſſion before recited, to which 
we have all vowed a loyal and rehgious checexice, 
an information is now exhibited in this court, a- 
gainſt the Reverend Meſſ. Alexander Adams, Ste- 


- phen Oliver, William Anderſon, Thomas Gibſon, 


Alexander Robertſon, John Baird, William Wal- 
lace, Thomas Finlater, and Alexander Johnſton, 
all per/ons of note, and miniſters of the goſpel in 
this county, as jointly or ſeverally guilty of vari- 


ous and manifold contempt, violation and tranſ- 


grelion of thete molt excellent Jaws, in the fol- 
n ing 


— 
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lowing inſtances of profaneneſs, vice and 3 immo- 
rality, committed even in the houſe of Go p itſelf, 
as they call it, and after invocation of the divine 
prefence, by one or other of them, and approved 
by them all in the moſt impious farce of their 
privy-cenſures, "viz. 1/1, Upon the 28th of April 
1757, the minutes of that diet of the preſbytery of 

Peebles, convened in a'tavern for their moſt ſolemn 
faſting, prayer, and privy-cenſures, were revited, 
approved, and, by expreſs order of court, they. 
were fairly extracted from the beginning to the 
end, with a view to prevent, if poſſible, any fu- 
ture falſiſication and manufacture of theſe mi- 
nutes in the ufval practice of that court: And 
yet, notwitliſtanding all theſe precautions to pre- 
vent the capital crime of falſchood, Mel. Wallace, 
Baird, and Oliver, found means afterwurds to 
abſtract the original minutes from the clerk of 
court into ſome unknown place, where, by 'them- 
ſelves, with the moſt malicious effect, they were 
pleaſed to forge and interpolate'a long addi- 
tion of new minutes into the *boſom :of the ori- 
ginal copy; Which original copy bears truly, that 
no ſuch buſineſs was then tranſacted; and yet tlre 
falſe minutes, calculated to conceal the preſby- : 
tery's preceding crimes, are in end tranſcribet in- 
to the record of the court, and atteſted in tlie 
name of God, however contrary to all truth, evi- 
dence or poſſibility: and this Tpecies falſiis not the 
molt blameaVle' part of the whole nine brethrens 
behaviour in this particular ; 'for, inithe courſe of 
interveening years that have ſince paſſed, the 
have, ene with another, exiſed a numberleſs. 
number of other 'manifeft lies, allo inſert into 
their records; and arteſtett * name of God, 
with an intention to 9 their firſt falſchootl. 

2dly, Theſe 
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244%, Theſe rey erend brethren admitted William 
Bertram, merchant in Broughton, to the holy ſa- 
crament at Drummelzier, upon the very week after 
he had ſubſcribed in this court a repeated confeſ- 
ion of his complicated crimes of forgery i in com · 
poſſing, theft in exacting, and perjury in ſwear- 
ing to the yerity of an account of no leſs than 


twenty-nine articles of merchandiſe, confeſſed ju- 


dicially by himſelf to be altogether Falſe in every 
article; and not only ſo, but, after his repeated 


confeſſions were exhibited before their eyes, ſeven 
of the brethren denied the concourſe they had 
truly given to proſecute him on the laws before 


mentioned, and they refuſed ſo much as, in terms 


of their privy-cenſure vows, to publiſh theſe laws 
from their pulpits, for no other conceivable rea- 


ſon, but that the laws both of church and ſtate do 
indeed contain a plain libel againſt themſelves and 
their confederate thief: And that js not it all; for, 


by groſs prevarication and falſchood, they obtain. 

ed an edict in this court, which they publiſhed to 
their congregations upon Sabbath, inſtead of the 
laws againſt immorality, with no other poſlible 
effect, than to give their ſanction to the perjury 
and theft of their communicants. 3d), They have 
encouraged this their miſerable communicant and 
diſciple in the publication and diſperſion of a 


printed poem over the country, intended for his 
vindication and their own, of which a copy is in 

this court produced, full as it is of wickedneſs and 
falſehood, approaching even to atheiſm and blaſ- 


phemy itſelf; and, when required, they have 
refuſed ſo much as to grant their permiſſion or 
. conſent, as executors of the law, to ſue for punyſh- 


ment of this crime, unpardonable as it would be 


Ong the molt barbarpus of infidels. 4j], Mr 


Wallace. 
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Wallace has been guilty of writing one and ano- 
ther incendiary letters to brethren in the neigh- 
bouring preſbytery, one of which is produced, full 
of calumnious and downright lies almoſt in every 
ſentence, with an apparent tendency to produce 
the greateſt miſchief, in which ſcheme. he is alſo 
at privy-cenſures encouraged by his brethreff, in 
the name of Gon, to proceed. 5thly, Mr Anderſon, 
another more innocent brother, was in the com- 
miſſary-· court convicted, and had indeed confeſſed 
himſelf alſo guilty of the moſt injurious calumny 
and falſehood, and was upon profeſſion of repent- 


ance forglven; and yet the other reverend bre- 


thren perſuaded him to decline · the juriſdiction of 


the court, and aſſert the immunity of clergymen, 


in thefe crimes, from the obligation of the civil 
law of the land; and they had even the aſſurance 
to inſert in their recor an order upon their mode- 
rator, to apply to the procurator for the church for 
his aid and protection i in violating theſe very laws, 

of wllich he is a moſt honourable and worthy exe- 
cutor and guardian. 6thly, Theſe reverend bre- 
thren not only refuſe to elect and fill up the num- 
bers of conſtituent elders in the roll of the preſ- 
bytery of 'wlich they are members, though often 
required by proteſts ſo to do, but other members, 
whether miniſters or elders, that are diſagreeable 
to them, they arbitrarily exclude and cancel breoz 
manu from their roll; without any earthly reaſon 


affigned; into which roll, at the ſame time, others 


are in their ſtead admitted, who confeſſedly have 


not the leaſt pretence of claim to be members, for 


no other reaſon but that they, as implicit Folio. 
ers, do avowedly vote juſt as theſe aſſociate bre- 
thren direct them, in queſtions of which they 
JETTY declare themſelves utterly ignorant. 
O 2 e 
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7, In a court thus conſtitute, which may. with. 
more propriety and truth. be called a: San bedrim 
than a preſbytery, the reverend brethren do, as fi 
often as occaſion. requires, unite in the ſame per- * 
ſon the various inconſiſtent characters of judge 4 
and party, moderator and clerk, accuſer and pan- b 
nel ſo that the molt guilty of them all is always 
Allowed from the moderator's chair to dictate, and P 
as clerk to write, both the libel againſt himſeli, T 
and the ſentence of his own abſolution ; 4 aa 3 
when the leaſt. objection is offered againit ſuch 4 
anomolous proceedings, they wont ſuffer one word = 
of it to be inſert in the miuutes, leſt, in the review p 
of ſuperior courts and of the world, the abſurdity . 
and iniquity of their proceedings ſhould appear; 
ſor it 1s apparent, that if. after their example, : 
every pannel was allowed to fit in judgment in , 
his own cauſe, not one thief or murderer of a p 
thouſand would have the integrity of Judas to con- 
demn himſelf to. the gallows. 874/y, It is their ; 
molt frequent practice to compoſe, and, in the 
name of Gon to. atteſt, whole. folio pages of mi- : 
nutes from one diet to.another of preſbytery, which 
every member will acknowled ge upon oath to be | 
deſtitute of truth, and even of veriſimilitnde in 
every line ; and notonly ſo, but the reverend judges p 
in the very preſence of parties and witneſſes them- 
ſelyes, do ſometimes aſſume the power of dlicta- 
ting their teſtimonies, in; words, and ne diamc- 
trically oppoſite to the truth by them averred. 


THESE, and many ſuch. other inſtances. of unju- - 
ſtifiable and immoral proceedings. were repreſent- 
ed to me, and other members before , named of the 
ſuperior courts: of this chureh, in the printed nar- 
ratives addreſſed to the Synod and Aſſembly, co- 
pies of which are now again produced before me 
in 


3% 
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in this court: and it further appears, that the re- 
rerend brethren were, in abſence of all accuſers, 

fully heard in their own defence at great length, 

even almoſt to midnight, by the Reverend Meſ!: 
Turnbull and Robertſon, Walker and Hamilton, 
before named, and many other of their moſt com- 

paſſionate friends in the Synod, and in ſeveral of its 
committees, where every one article of tlie charge 
was inſtantly proved, as it may ſtill be by an im- 
mediate appeal to the evidence of the preſbytery- 
books, compared with extracts produced, and to 
the teſtimony of the molt guilt/ brethren them- 
ſelves: upon all which, after full hearing of par- 
ties, tho whole members of the Sy nod before named, 

and all the other members of that court, however 
indalgent in ordinary caſes to the failures of their 
brethren, were yet cbliged in conſcience to order 
a libel to be formed, concluding for the higheſt 
cenſures of the church againſt the whole nine 
brethren before named,' who were in open Synod 
judicially declared by the moſt judicious members 
to be unworthy of the privileges of any Chriſtian 
ſociety ; and yet the more merciful ſociety of Chri- 
ſtians, to whom the painful work of libelling is 
committed, were ſo generous as to intercede for a 
mitigation of the Synod's ſentence againſt the un- 
"Happy brethren ; and, with that view, applied to 
the General Aſſembly by the reference now pro- 
duced, upon which that ſupreme court has yet 
pronounced no final decifion,, gth/y, The nine 
infatuated pannels are ſo ignorant of the law, 
and fo inſenſible of the goodneſs of their inter- 
ceflors in the ſuperior courts, that they are now 
proceeding in a career of vice, folly and ingrati- 
tude, unprecedented even in their oon example; 
for, with a view to relieve themſelves ol the dread- 
O 3 | tul 
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ful proceſs now depending again{t them before 


the Aſſembly, in manner more fully related! in the 


reference above mentioned, theſe pannels have 
erected an illegal tribunal for themſelves, of an 
unknown name and authority, (for it is not a preſ- 


bytery ) upon which they are now ſitting; Judges 


in their own, cauſe, and propoſe to review all the 


Proceedings had againſt them before the ſuperior 


courts; and for that purpoſe they have had the 


ts. to cite ſeveral. of the very honourable 


executors, of the preceding laws againſt them to 


appear upon the roth of this month, to anſwer at 


their bar ſuper inquirendis, to every queſtion. they 


| thalll, forſooth, think fit to propoſe, as the ſeveral 


copies of the executions- of their, ſummons now 
produced do teſtify ;; and, at the ſame: time, they 
have intimidated ſome plain illiterate country el- 
ders by citations of the ſame illegal nature, upon 
which. theſe innocent elders expect no better treat- 
ment, but for the protection of the civitlaw, than 
their martyred predeceſſors had from their eccle- 
ſiaſtical tyrants before the revolution. 10th/y, How- 
ever cordially theſe. brethren. are _ aſſociated to 
ſtrengthen one anothers hands in wickedneſs, and 
by their powerful example to diffuſe and eneou- 
rage all manner of vice and immorality over the 


county, which, to uſe the royal words of the pro- 


clamation, may juſtly draw down the divine vengeance 
upon his ſacred. Majeſty himſelf and his kingdoms, 


if not timely remedied; yet, very little elteem, har- 


mony, or even benevolence, ſubſiſts among them 


in ſpirituals; for, in ſpite of all their folemu term- 


ly vows at privy-cenſures, of brotherly love, and 
encouragement in the work of the miniſtry , which 
they never meant to fulfill, yet ſo it is, that one 
of the wiſeſt and beſt of the nine aſſociates has, 


in 
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zn effect, lain for more than thirty years ſo ſar un- 
der the leſſer excommunication, as to be unani- 
mouſly debarred by all the other eight from their 
ſacraments, to which, at tae ſame time, thieves, 
idiots and whores, por perſonal acquaintai:c/,. as 
they call it, are openly. admitted. 117%, Small 
as their temptation was, yet ſo it is in fact, that 
ſeveral of theſe brethren ave been tempted to 
practices groSly ſimoniacal, in every one of the 
late ſettlements of Newlands, Traquair and Pee- 
bles, under their direction, and are now meditat- 
ing a like ſcheme in the ſettlement of Tyeedſ- 
muir; and whatever apology may be ſuggeſted 
for ſuch practices in the church of England, yet 
in this church they are al vways neeeſſarily connec- 
ted with perjury, if voilation of privy-cenſure 
oaths may be called perjury. And /af{ly, As every 
thing ſacred in heaven aud earth is, in the tremen- 
dous name of the ever bleſſed Gop, moſt blaſphe - 
mouſly profaned-in the ſcandalous rites of their 
privy-cenſures, the termly meetings of the bre- 
thren for that purpoſe ſhould be therefore diſchar- 
ged and fuppreſled ; for theſe rites are undoubt- 
edly far more pernicious and corruptive of heart 
and morals than any theatrical exerciſes that were 
ever exhibited upon the ſtage. Upon the whole, 
as every gentler method, other than theſe men- 
tioned in the King's al ite UT have been tried 
in vain to. convert theſe ſinners from the error of their 
ways, and to perſuade them 1 reform their ill habits 

and practices, which they even blaſphemouſly ſwear 
by the grace of God. to vindicate ; it appears, 
therefore, the indiſpenſible duty of the executors 
of the laws above recited to offer the preceding 
information beſore this court, demanding an im- 

e inquiry into — ſeveral articles of the 
_—_ charge 
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charge herein exhibited; and ſuch judgment is 
confidently expected thereupon, as may, with ho- 
nour to the judge, both in his civil and eccleſia- 
ftical character, be reported to his Majeſty him- 
ſelf, and-as may ett anſwer all his royal and pious' 
intentions particularly before expreſſed, in which 
every ſoul that fears God and honours the King mult 
zealoufly concur. MY WILL Is THEREFORE, and 
1 command my officers immediately to ſummon, 
warn and charge the haill nine guilty. brethren 
above named, with William Bertram their” difci- 
ple, and all who cau be any ways ſuppoſed to 
have had any accetlion in art or part with them 
to the crimes before mentioned, to appear before 
me, in my court at Peebles, in the hour of cauſe, 
upon next, to hear and ſee the pre- 
miſſes verified and proven, and decreet given there- 
upon, or ſhew a reaſonable cauſe to the e 
According to juſtice, &c. 


Given at Peebles, the eleventh day of Auguſt, One 
_  thouſaud ſeven hundred and fixty-one years, 


| The purſuer is Mr David Sens miniſter of the 
goſpel at Newlands, . 


JOHN, ROBERTSON, C. 


i Upon receivin 8 this libel, the preſbytery appoint 
a committee of their number to put in their beſt. 
defences to the Sheriff-court ; but as that commit- 
tee found every article of the libel both relevant 
to infer capital puniſhment, and proven by. certain 
evidence; they returned the followin * eis 
n to the Peay tery itſelf. 


Peebles, Seatemben 16. 1 761. 


a The ada inquired at their committee, ap- 
e to conſider the libelled ſummons with 
which 
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which they were ſerved the laſt preſbytery, to com, 
Near * the Sheriff of Peebles, the 25th of laſt, 
month, what they had. done relative to:that affair. 
They reported, that they met, and employed Mr 
Little writer in Peebles, as their procurator in that 
affair ; and, i in regard' there was no purſuer men- 
tioned in the ſummons, impowered him to exhi- 
bit a complaint before the Sheriff, againſt the 
clerk, for iſſuing, and the meſſenger for executing 
the ſaid ſummons, without a purſher. _ Extracted 
by WILLEAM Ouax, Pr. Ck. 


This fame day, Mr Dickſon appeared in the 
preſhytery, and without any ceremony prononn- 
ced them every one accurſed liars ; for he inftant- 

ly. produced the principal libelled ſummons, ſub- 
ſeribed by John Robertſon clerk, and iſſued accor- 
ding to the eſtabliſhed forms of court, in which 
Mr Dickſon himſelf is declared to be the purſuer, 

and the meſſenger had accordingly executed the 
ſummons already at his inſtance. However, as his 
name had been accidentally omitted in the print- 
ed copies, he did immediately, in preſence of the 
preſbytery, and at their deſire, ſubſcribe another 
copy of that ſummons, acknowledging himſelf to 
de the purſuer. 

This acknowledgment contains an expreſs offer, 
with great pleaſure, to correct and cancel any er- 
ror, falſehood, or injurious allegation. whatever, 
that the preſhytery or any member can. en, to 
find in the libel. 614 

The preſbytery order their cler k therefore to re- 
eorda minute in the© words: 
ö | September 16. 1701. 
This * Mr Dickſon gave in to the Moderator, 

a a copy of nid ſummons, with a poſtſcript, written 
. with 
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with his own hand, bearing, that he, Mr Dickſorr 

miniſter at Newlands, was the purſuer. Extracted 
— the TION * ol woes . by | . 

. 'WiLL1aM Oman, Pr. CE. 


But they refuſed to allow their clerk to recond 
the condeſcending offer, which is an eſſential part 
of the acknowledgement ; becauſe it was obſerved, 
that ſuch a reference of the verity of the whole 
Abel to themſelves imports the moſt ample vindi- 
cation of Mr Dickſon, However, the generous 
and Chriſtian acknowled gment, which they have 
ſo villainouſly, curtailed, is ſtill in their Own 
hands, and proves itſelf to be of the tenor now al- 
ledged by Mr Dickſon. 

In theſe circumſtances, nothing but the i iniqui- 

ty of a jury could ſave the preſbytery from infa - 
my, if not death, had the trial proceeded accord- 
ing to the laws of our Gov and our country; but, 
upon their repeated applications, and loud com- 
plaints againſt the innocent meſſenger and clerk, 
the honourable Sheriff pronounced the following 
interlocutor, when Mr Dickſon was (not unhap- 
pily) confined nader the fetters of a broken leg ; 
for leparation from preſbyt=ry is to him a bleſſed 
in e in the happineſs of heaven itſelf. 


Peebles, October 20. 1761. 

The Skeriff having confidered the above peti- 
tion (of the preſbytery), with the anſwers there- 
to (for the poor meſlenger and clerk), finds, That 
the defender, John Robertſon (the clerk) had no 
acceſſion, to the publication of a certain libel 
againſt the preſbytery of Peebles, complainers, 
in regard it did not appear that he ever iſſued out 
fach ſummons ; and, as to the other defender, 
John Williamſon, (the mefenger), finds, That he 
| | | 3 
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nas acted contrary to the duty of his office, in exe- 
cuting a certain printed ſummons, in which there 
was no purſuer's name, and in averring, in his 
copies of citation, that he had delivered ſaid print- 
ed copies, as a full double of a libelled ſummons, 
when no ſuch libelled ſummons exiſted: and there- 
fore appoints him furthwith to appear in court, 
to aſk pardon of the court, and receive a repri- 
mand; and in reſpect he has, by ſo doing, con- 
tributed to the publication of ſaid libel in a way 
not agreeable to law, appoints him to appear be- 
fore the ſaid preſbytery, at their next preſbytery 
meeting, being the fourth day of November in- 
ſuing, and then to aſk pardon of ſaid preſbytery 


for having ſo done ; with certification, that if he. 


fail ſo to do, he ſhall be further puniſhed. 
(Signed) ALEXANDER. MuRRay. Preh Jupiter! 


SYNOD in November 1761. 

Mr Dickſon is now certainly informed, that at 
this period, during his chearful confinement, the 
preſbytery had the pleaſure of pronouncing re- 
peated acts of ſuſpenſion againſt him from the 
miniſtry, at every one diet of their meeting; 
which he regar ded no more than the apoſtles did 


the leſs impious interdict of the Sanhedrim : and 


therefore, as ſoon as he could be carried under his 


lameneſs to the pulpit, he conſtrained Mr Thomas 


Muſchet, by an act of violence, to go to the pulpit 
with him, and firſt hear ſermon and the admini- 
{tration of baptiſm by Mr Dickſon himſelf, before 
he ſuffered that reverend brother to intimate the 
third or fourth of theſe ſuſpenſions. 


This ame Mr Muſchet, and all his leG judicions 


fupra lapſarian brethren, who oppoſe the Rev. Mr 


Laurence Wells, haye lately applied to the ſame 
| Lor d 
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ban nee or a lawhnrrows a gainift Mr Pickſfbn, 

prefity to authorize ttem once more to invadt 
110 Pulpit, after they have riotouſly broke off eve- 
ry lock from the toors. But us 'thefe reverend 
poltroons have not yet condeſcended upon acts 
of violence ſufficient to verify their oaths of bo- 
dily harm, Mr Muſchet has offered an additional 
condeſcendence to his Lordfhip, viz. That upon 
the firſt day of this. month of May, 'Mr Dickfon 
had conſtrained Mr Muſchet, by an act of concuſ- 
ſion, force, and extreme violence, to go home to 
Newlands, from the king's high-way; and altho' 
he was treated with as'much hoſpitality as che tra- 
vellers to Sodom by Abraham, yet it is alfo pro- 
ved, that by this act of violence, Mr Muſchet was 
- ſeized with ſuch a terror of bodily ltarm, that he 
dared not to go to bed till he had lock-fiittened 
the door of his room within, 

All theſe relevant facts Mr Muſcliet has offered, 
with moſt fearful and ſerious gravity, to prove 
both by writ and oath of party. Oh! Mr Wells! 
Mr Wells! had the Rev. Mr Muſchet, with the 
whole collective body of the Peebles preſbytery, 
been born to thy fate ! but alas, as in Selomon's 
days, ſo now, favour is not to the wiſe, nor riches to 

men of underſtanding. | 

But from this anticipated digreſſion , the reader 
muſt now return to the Synod, after it is only ob- 
ſerved, that as Mr Muſchet is the preſent ortho- 
dox oracle of the preſbytery of Peebles, ſo former- 
1y, the preſbytery of Denoon, in rſpoct of his 
ſapereminent abilities, did annually, for ſeveral 
years, forge a receipt of money from the King 8 
bounty, in name of Mr Hector, which money Mr 
Muſchet received annually after Mr Hector was 
either dead, or baniſhed from the country. 


From 
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From Mr Dickſon's bed of confinement, he tranſ- 
mitted ſeveral printed copies of the libel. to the 
Moderator of the Synod, and referred it to that 
court to proceed upon it as they pleaſed. - 8 
The Synod of November reſerred the whole 
caſe once more to Dr Robertſon, Mr Turnbull, Mr 
Plenderleath, Dr Webſter, Dr M-Queen, Dr Kay, 
Dr Dick, Mr Henry Lundie, Cc. Cc. &c. and this 
numerous and judicious committee ſub- referred it 
to the laſſ five brethren. | 
In execution. of the powers to them committed » 
theſe four doctors, and Mr Lundie met, times with- 
out number in their /an&um' ſanuctorum of Cleart- 
tue's, for examining every article of the libel. 
And upon the part of the preſbytery, they fent” 
in their record, as containing all the articles of 
charge they could exhibit againſt Mr Dickſon. 
The record was kept many months by-the com- 
mittee, and all the writs pro duced were, as they 
faid, carefully reviſed and canvaſſed by: them, both 
in preſence and in abſence of the parties; and, 
upon the whole, Dr Webſter, in- the name and pre- 
ſence of all tlie committee, declared, that one and 
all of the preſbytery muſt infallbly be depoſed 
and excommunicated as atheiſts and idiots, if Mr 
Dickſon inſiſted in his libel : But what the better 
fall you be for that? ſaid Dr Webſter to Dr Dick- 
ſon. Much the worſe, did he reply for although 
the ſame ſpirit does not animate our ſouls, they are 
ef one blood, bone of m bone, aud fieſh of my fieſhs 
whom Chriſtianity has learned me 70 love as my- 
Vell 
Here, as in every other ſimilar caſe of the im- 
morality: of orthodox clergymen, the committee 
proceeded upon the eſtabliſhed doctrine ef the 
end Tartuffe, that ſiu that is private is uo ſing 
1 eſpecially 
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f eſpecially in our profane privy-cenſure precognt- 
tions of the eternal judgment, and therefore they 
ſollicited Mr Dickſon's forbearance and.remiflion of 
the whole libel;'to which his own heart eaſily per- 
ſuaded him, and thereupon his name was repeatell 
with'the ſtrongeſt expreſſions of gratitude and ho- 
nour, and the committee actually encouraged his 
ſcheme-of entering into a ſphere of much higher 
honour and uſefulneſs in the purer communion of 
the church of England, and for that purpoſe pro- 
miſed him the moſt ample teſtimonial that a Synod 
can give in privy cenſures, however e agen 
ſuch credentials are to him. | 

During all theſe tranſactions, 'm winter 1 16 1-2, 
Vr Dickſon was inſpired with an apprehenſion that 
the eommittee ſecretly meant to treat him as King 
David did Uriah, or Ring William his ſubjects at 
Glenco, and he told them openly, that, in his opi- 
nion, none. but fools or villains would have under- 
taken their taſk.; however, he challenged their 
utmoſt ſeverity-in a letter, which they long pre- 
ſerved, however mortifying to their doctorial Hau 
teur. 

Dr Dickſon received chis . from ſome 
of the weaker brethren of the Synod, who inform- 
ed him honeſtly, that under all the committee's 
profeſſion-of honour and friendſhip, they were at 
the ſame time [ſecretly directing or encouraging 
the preſbytery to depoſe him inſtanter; for what 
the falſehood of the libel? No: that Dr Robertſon, 

Dr Webſter, Dr Dick, Dr M Queen, Mr Lundie, Cc. 
have not yet emboldened the preſbytery to alledge; 
but for contempt of authority, as Dr Dickfon had 
preached all winter in the pulpit which is {till his 
own, in ſpite of the preſbytery and the devil, un- 
der ſuſpeuſions, ine die, multiplied in infinitum, 

f | "In and 
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and when the preſbytery were alſo, from Sabbath te 
Sabbath, preaching in his church- yard, or neigh- 
bouring alehouſe, to all the graceleis vagabonds, 
beggars, and idiots that could be perſuaded to 
hear them. 

In February 1762, when the execrable villainy 

of this ſelect committee was no ſecret, they im- 
pudently aſcribed all the wicked ſcheme of depo- 
fition, of which they were themſclves the abettors, 
to the poor miſpuided preſbytery of Peebles, and 
therefore {till Dr Webſter, Mr Lundie, and the 
reſt of the committee, under. a falſe profeſſion 
of continued friendſhip to Dr Dickſon, which he 
deſpiſed, entreated that he would not go near 
the preſbytery, becauſe certainly, ſaid the com- 
mittee, the preſbytery will depoſe you. 
Upon this bold certification Dr Dickſon pub- 
liſhed the following information, with the letter 
and poſtſcript annexed to it, and put printed co- 
pies of them in the hands both of the preſbytery. 
and the committee ; for the beſt of them are but as 
briars, and the moſt upright ſharper than a thor 
hedge, &. 
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Newlands, Feb. 22. 1752. 


INFORMATION of FoxckRr, humbly offered to the 
© Right Honourable Lord Preſident of S/ſſion, by Mr 
David Dickpn miniſter of the goſpel at Newlands, in 
the prgſtytery of Peebles, for himſelf and his kirk E, 
ion, in purſuance of an unanimous and peremptory 
order of proſecution pronounced by the whale Synod 


of Lothian and Tweediale in May laſt, after the 
report of three committees of that venerable Court ; , 


AGAIN $ T 


The Rgv. Meſſ. William Wallace, John Baird, Alex- 
. ander Robertſon, Thomas Gibſon, all miniſlers of the 
go/pel in the preſoxtery of Peebles ; aud alſo the 
"Rev. Meſſ. Alexander Johuſton, Thomas Fin later, 


William Anderſon, Stephen Oliver, Alexander Adams, | 


other miniſlers of the ſame preſbytery. 


Y forgery of extracts from the records of the 
once united preſhytery of Peebles and Biggar, 
and other ſuch manuvre of ſeveral reverend 
brethren in theſe bounds, was the ſucceſſion to 
- Walſton's eſtate, now devolving upon me, robbed 
of no leſs than L. 994 Sterling, as at Martinmas 
1752, all by them molt falſely averred to have 
teen due to the preſbhytery on account of vacant 
ſtipends in the pariſh of Walſton from the revolu- 
tion downwards; which vacant ſtipends, many of 
them twice exatted by the preſbytery itſelf, firit 
from the tenants, and then a ſecond time exacted 
from the price of the eſtate, in virtue of their 
right of adminiſtration, they piouſly converted in- 
to a fund to augment the miniſter's ſtipend. 
Eucouraged by ſuch example, and patronized 


by one e and another of the ets gentlemen 
bciure 


ca va ll. ne 
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before named, William Bertram in Bronghton, oug,. 
of their confederate diſciples, did, in like manner, 
venture, in the year 1755, to forge or fabricate a 
falſe account of no leſs than twenty-nine ſeparate 
articles of merchandize, with a date annexed to 
each; all which he firſt deponed to have been by 
him furniſhed to my deceaſed brother, during a 
currency of ſeven years preceding the year 1748, 
and then he exacted payment of the accompt ; 
but after all he confeſſed judicially, that the 
whole account, from beginning to end, was an' 
entire fiction that had no exiſtence till ſeven ky ears 
after my brother's death. 

Thele forgeries may poſſibly ſeem to your Lord- 
ſhip to require the animadverſion of the civil 
magiſtrate 05 vindiftam publicam, and for repara- 
tion too of the private injury thereby ſuffered. 
Bat theſe have been far leis malicious in the in. 
tention, at leaſt leſs miſchievous in their effect, 

than the third forgery now to be mentioned of an 4 
extract from the privy-cenſure minutes of the Wi. 
preſhytery of Peebies in April 1757 ; by which for- Mm 75 
gery the guilty brethren found means once and | 
again to ſuſpend from the molt honourable offices 1 

in preſbytery, in Synod and Aflembly, no lefs than | 
two of the molt honourable gentlemen, whom the 
preſbytery themſelves have tvlemnly, in the name 
of God, atteſted, and in their privy-cenſure oaths 

declared, to be fo much holier than all the mini- 
{ters of the church, as to be qualitied in all reſpects 

according to the act of Aſenbiy 1722. | | 

The corpus delicti of this torged extract is now 
recovered, and herewith produced: it is titled 
on the back, „ Opinion of the preibytery of 

7 Peebles anent the two overtures tranſiaittecd by 

the laſt General Attembly :” and the {forged mi- 
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nutes and opinion within written, are of the fol- 
lowing tenor: „“ At Peebles, the twentieth and 
„ eighth day of April One thouſand ſeven hun- 
40 dred and fifty- ſeven years, the preſbytery of 
« Peebles having maturely conſidered the two o- 
„ vertures tranſmitted to preſbyteries by the laſt 
« General Aflembly, reſpecting miniſters making 
«« agreements with heretors concerning the ex- 
« tent of their ſtipends, and anent the more 
« ſpeedy ſupplying of v acancies, did unanimoufly 
% approve of the ſame, and agree, that both: of 
« them mould be pafled into acts. Extracted by 

| WIIILIIAu Woop, Pr. CIA.“ 
This paper-writing of ſpurious minutes is ſuch 
au abſolute forgery, that not one word of its con- 
tents is to be found in the whole original minutes 
of the preſbytery's proceedings at that moſt ſo- 
lemn diet of privy-cenſures, which, from begin- 
ning to end, altogether related to the conſtitution 
of ſeſſions, and other proper bufineſs of privy-cen- 
fares ; and the minutes were all authenticated by 
a full 27d genuine extract thereof, immediately 
given out and ſubſcribed by the clerk, by an order 
of court expreſsly aſked and given forthe ſole pur- 
poſe of preventing any future fallification or ma- 
nufacture of records in the uſual practice of the 
directors of that court ; and for the ſame purpoſe 
of preventing, if poſſible, ſuch a capital crime of 
falſehood in this inſtance, a marginal note * was 
added, by order of court, to the true minutes, im- 
"Porting, that no buſineſs, other than what is there- 

in contained, was at that diet tranſacted. | 
Notwithilandingallthete precautions, fo it was in 
fact, that the guilty brethren before- named, at 
leaſt ſeveral of them did, with the concourſe and 

ot the hand-writing ol Mr Baud, one of the members. 
approbation 
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approbation of the reſt, adventure firſt to deviſe, 
fabricate, and age) I” the Alembly, the iorged 
paper-writing of falſe minutes before recited, aud 
then, in purſuance of their evil purpoſes, they 
were pleaſed alſo to interpolate a trantciipt of 
theſe falſe minutes into the boom of the original 
and true minutes, as yet-appears by occular in- 


ſpection ; ſo that now, in end, both the true mi- 


nutes and their falſe interpolated minutes, howee 
ver contrary and inconſiſtent with each. other, 
and with trath, are altogether inſert in the record 
_ court, atteſted in then name of Gop. 

But that is not all; for the brethren before na- 
med have not been ſufficiently, gratitied in their 
antipathy to this kirk- ſeſſion, by the inſolent plea- 
fire of thus ſuſpending gentlemen.of much great- 
er dignity than I or any preſbyterian miniſter. e- 
very where but in {ynagogues, where, in the ſpi- 
Tit of Levi, we humbly aſſume to ourſelves the 
chief ſeats, Matth. xxiin. 6. And therefore they 
have been pleaſed to ſuſpend me alio from the 
office of the miniſtry no leſs, as I am informed, 
than five different times, in leis than the 1pace of 
four months; and all theſe by a multitude. of for- 
ged libels, minutes and decreets of court, yet un- 
ſeen ; and molt of them, as Jam told, have yet 


no exiſtence in the records of the court, to Which! 


no acceſs is permitted, though oiten nen; even 
under form of inſtrument. ˖ 

The firſt decreet of {utpenſion againſt me, was 
pronounced upon the 19th Auguſt laſt, by a mere 
act of arbitrary power and outrage in the nine 
brethren beſore named, whoYuſtained themſelves 
judges of that very caule, in which an order of a 
libel againſt them was pronounced by the Synod; 
and upon which all the nine, though not all equal- 
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ly guilty, were then actually indicted before tlie 


ſheriff-· court for a manifold variety of crimes, con- 
felledly werthy of depoſition and death, all prove- 
able, or rather all actually proved, by an immedi- 
ate appeal to the teſtimony of the reverend pannels 
themſelves, and the evidence of their forged records 
and extracts produced before the Synod. 

This decreet of ſuſpenſion was alſo pronounced 
by theſe pannels, before any libel was ſo much as 


forged to ſupport it; and it was pronounced, not 


in the preſbytery-court, but in a private oom in- 
to which they had retired and thut themſelves up 
within locked doors, and a centinel was ſet upon 
the door by their ſacerdotal authority, forcibly 
debarring all acceſs to parties, to procurators, to 
king's meſſengers, to' juſtices of the peace, and 
even to members of court not of their own fac- 
tion; ſo that it is impoſiible to divine what were, 
or rather what are yet to be made the ſpecial 
_ reaſons of this ſuſpenſion, ſave only that archi- 
bald Fairbairn my ſeflion-clerk, one of the wit- 
neſſes examined under locked doors, has ſince 
confeſled, that, by the terror of excommunication 
and beggary, the brethren had entirely ſtupified 
him, and had either extorted a teſtimony from 
him utterly falſe, or had inſert in their record, 
yet unſeen, a teſtimony which he never emitted: 
At the concluſion of his teſtimony, as he ſays, 


he remembers only that he was himſelt diſmiſled 


with a gentle rebuke ; but that the Rev. Mr Baird 
inſtantly pronounced Mr Dickſon (i. e. me) worthy 
of ſuſpenſion, to which overture or ſentence the 
more reverend Mr Robertſon aſſented, and there- 
upon all the other members did unanimouſly ad- 
here, and pronounce a decreet of ſuſpenſion ac- 
cordingly , without aſſigning any ſpecial reaſon, or 


utterin g 
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attering one ſyllable of argument upon the mat- 
ter. I have been alſo told and aſſured by Mr Muſ- 
chet, one of the now paſſive members of rare 
tery, that in the yet ſecret minutes of that day Þ 
am charged, upon the ſaid Mr Robertſon's teſti- 
mony, with the capital crime of intercepting up- 
on the king's high-road; unſealing, and opening 
a private letter from Mr Ronald Crawfurd to Dr 
Grieve, thereby to defeat a preſentation in fayour. 
of Mr Muſchet * ; but Mr Robertſon, Mr Muſchet 
and all the denden bretaren well know, tllat 
ſuch a letter never exiſted ;-and not only ſo, but 
they know every one that I myſelf was the only. 
man who did negotiate and ſucceſsſully execute. 
the whole affair of that preſentation, and who, 
by that and many other ſuch acts of beneticence, 
to one and another of 'the brethren, have render- 
ed myſelf their everlaſting abhorence, for grati- 
tude is none of the n virtues of their pro- 
feſſion. 

After the court was diſſolved upon this 29th of 
Auguſt, an-extract-of the minutes of the day, and: 
of the decreet of ſuſpenſion following thereon, or. 
at leaſt a ſight of theſe minutes and decreet, was, 
in my name demanded- and required from the: 
clerk ;- but both of theſe requeſts. were refuſed, by, 
order, as he ſaid, of the court; ſo that the firlt: 
intimation of a libel of ſuſpenſion was made to- 
me by two copies of the deereet proceeding, upon. 
it, one of them, not upon a Sabbath, but upon a- 
Friday, affixed to the church-door of Newlands. 
by order, as it bears, of the preſbytery, and the 
other copy left at my houſe, ſuſpendiug me from 
the office of the miniſtry, and conſequently, not 


* This helliſh lle was really inſerted in the minutes of coutt 
in Mr Dicklon' 5 abſence. 


on ly 


( 182 J | 
only interruptirg, but diſcharging all public wor- 
ſhip in this pariſh, where the families of the high- 
eſt diſtinction in the preſbytery do reſide, and 
that during the whole month at leaſt, in which 
the ſacrament too was otherwiſe to have been ad- 
miniſ{tred. * 

Of this forged libel, upon which a decreet was 
pronounced before the libel itſelf exiſted, I ſhall 
ſay no more, than that every one of the gentle - 
men who formed it know that it is an intire com- 
plication of lies to the Holy Ghoſt from the be- 
ginning to the end, in which all the res vere geſta 
is ſuppreſſed, and all the articles of its contents 
are falſe; and the extract, I am aſſured, is as con- 


trary to the ſecret minutes as both of them are 


demonſtrably contrary to what every member at- 
ſg them knows to be truth. - 

The moſt innocent lie to be found in the whole 
extract, and at the ſame time the only colourable 


reaſon off ſuſpenſion, is in ſubſtance this, namely, 


That after the preſbytery had retired within locked 
doors, I did, in their preſence, order Archibald Fair. 
bairn, the witneſs before named, to go home with 
out ſubmitting himſelf to the preſbytery's exami- 
nation, which they conſidered as an unpardonable 
contempt of their authority: but the contrary of 
all this is fo true, that I never ſo much as entered 
Into their preſence within their locked doors; and 
albeit, after an appeal was taken againſt this ſe-. 


cret inquiſitorial examination, the aſſrighted man 


might lawfully have gone home, and did, in the 


greateſt panic, intreat my leave or authority to 


go before the preſbytery was locked up, yet he 


was uo ſooner called for by the preſbytery- officer, 


than, by my influence and direction alone, he was 


to 


. to ſtay, as he did, and fubmit himſelf. 
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ro that examination before mentioned, which mußt : 
render the brethren for ever infamous. 
I am alfo aſſured, that however the brethren 
have, for their own honour, ſuppreſſed it in the 
extract, yet in truth, the man's examination and 
falſe teſtimony, who is ſaid to have been ordered 
"home by me, without any examination at all, does 
to this hour ly iz retentis in the clerk's hand among 
the original minutes, the half of which they did 
not venture to extract. | 
The firſt ſuſpenſion laſted only for a month or 

five weeks; and, upon the expiry of it, I waited- 
on the preſbytery with ſeveral of my elders, and 
.offered in writing, under form of inſtrument, a 
molt ſatisfying and wvnanſwersble vindication of 
the whole kirk-ſeffion's conduct, and moſt ſatis- 
Fying proofs of the iniquity and falſehood of eve- 
ry article of the ſuſpenſion, which was not yet 
intimate to the pariſh ; but for this very reaſon, 
becauſe theſe proofs were abundantly ſatisfying 
and unanſwerable, therefore it was that the bre- 

_ *-thren diſcharged their clerk to record one word 
of them, for by ſuch record it was wiſely obſerved 
buy a judicious member, that the preſbytery would 
beproved unanſwerably to be idiots and liars. 

During the courſe of theſe proceedings at this 
and the former diet, no leſs than ſix appeals were 
taken to the Synod of this proceſs, which indeed 
was altogether only competent before the Synod, 
and was already depending before that ſuperior 
court; and ſeveral acts of Aſſembly, particularly 
the act 1707, chap. V. G io. were allo referred to, 
and read before che court, whereby, after any one 
of ſuch appeals, the preſbytery is diſcharged to 
proceed: but to evade the force of this reſtraint, 
the brethren diſcharged their . clerk to mark any 
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cf thels appeals in the minvtes of court, as VE 
law preſcribed; and thereupon they were pleted, 
without any new offence, to order the'firſt expired 
ſuſpenſion to be intimate for the firſt time in legal 
form in the church of Newlands; and at one and 
the ſame tiine, as ſix appeals were an unprecedent- ; 
ed contempt of their {ſacred authority, they were x 
pleaſed alſo to impoſe a ſecond ſuſpenſion, with 
an expreſs certification of higher cenſure in caſe 
of further contempt of this ſame authority. 

At this diet too, finding tliat the falſe teſtimony 
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which they had ei et metu extorted from the ſeſ- 


Aon-clerk, did not anſwer their purpoſe, there- 
fore, although at the preceding diet they had, 
for his ingenuity, as they term it, diſmiſſed him 
with a gentle rebuke, yet now in his abſence, with- 
.out any new citation, they were 3 ta ſu- 


- Spend him. 


At this diet alſo two other of my-elders, in a 
Hence to the preſbytery's fammons, did perſonal- 
ly appear in open court, and gave, in writing, ſpe- 
cial anſwers to all the queitions propoſed to them, 
which anſwers the preſbytery found altogether 
diſagreeable to their wicked intention, and there- 
fore refuſed to allow the clerk to receive or mark 
them; and not only fo, but long after theſe elders 
had taken an appeal upon that reſuſal, and had 
left the court, the preſhytery were pleaſed alſo in 
their abſence to ſuſpend them expreſsly, both for 
contumacy in not appearing at all, and fon con- 
tempt of authority when they did appear. Who, 
theſe elders were it is. unneceſſary to tell *, fave 
only that. the brethren conſidered them as infe- 
riors, over whom they might tyrannize at plea- 
ture, and affront and cruciate them w ith. impuni- 


ig George Hunter and William Anderſon, tenants. 
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. for if the late Duke of Argyll, or any other 
of my molt honourable or right honourable elders, 
| who were all in the fame caſe, had been at the 


preſbytery bar, their fate had been better, as the 


brethren themſelves will admit ; though, by the 
admiflion of ſuch partial aud unjuſt reſpect of the 
rich above the poor in judgment, they confeſs 
themſelves for ever unworthy of the character of 
judges, even on a Peebles- preſbytery bench. 
Before the ſecond ſuſpenſion of me from the 
oflice of the miniſtry did expire, which laſted on- 
ly for another month, I was contined by a broken 
leg from attending the preſbytery; but after its 
expiration, during my confinement, the brethren 
were pleaſed to invade and preach in my pulpit, 
without any, third ſuſpenſion, other than what I am 
told is yet to be forged ; and in the ſame manner 
they reſolve at leaſt to fabricate a fourth and a fifth 
{aſpenſion, neither of which have I been ever al- 
lowed to ſee, if they have yet any exiſtence at all: 
and that is not the worſt of it; for, upon theſe 
five falſe and forged ſuſpenſions, the deſperate 
brethren have openly declared their fixed pur. 
pole of proceeding, ſo ſoon as Wedneſday next, to 
their capital ſentence of depoſition “, which will 


certainly be pronounced, unleſs it be prevented 


by this commencement of a formal proſecution 


againſt themſelves for the capital crimes before 


mentioned. | 
The unavoidable neceſſity of this proſecution 
Will farther appear, when your Lordſhip is in- 
formed, that, ſince my recovery, the unhappy 
brethren before named, upon invitations meanly 
ſollicited to themielves from the weakeſt of my 


* This very wicked and very falſe aſſurance I received from 
he committee of ſelect friends. 
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people, have one Sabbath after another ſent ſome 
of their number to convocate, as they have done, 
ſeditious mobs, upon pretence of hearing ſermons 
in my church-yard, in the very hours of divine 
worthip within the church. And when, by the 
ſevere act of parhament againſt all {-ays, as the 
law ſpeaks, in church-yards, they were deterred 
from meeting in that place, they adjourned their 
profane conventions to a late alehouſe in the neighi- 
bourhood, int) which the Chriſtian people were 
by them decoyed ; and by ſuch means a religious 
diſcord is now commenced in the pariſh, Which! 
muſt infallibly terminate in tumult and bloodſhed, 
if the authority of your Lordſhip, as the ſupreme 
civil magiſtrate, is not interpoſed to prevent it ; 
for without that authority no infefior judge of 


the law in this country hath Chfiſtian fortitude 


o much as to read the mob- act. 

It may be alſo obſerved, tliat in this ſingular 
caſe the guilty brethren, who call themſelves a 
preſbytery, have not only avowedly tranſgreſſed 


the acts of Aſſembly, and diſavowed their ſub- 


ordination to the Synod, where the cauſe has lon g 
depended, and where tlie charge of forgery and 
vitiation of records was ſuſtained in a ſolemn diet 
of privy- cenſures in November 1757, and pardon- 


ed or overlooked upon my interceſſion; but wien 


theſe reverend gentlemen have been convened be- 
fore one and another of the inferior civil courts, tor 
infliction only of the milder cenſures incurred up- 
on the laws againſt immorality, which they refuſe 

ſo much as to publiſh, ſeveral of the very worthy 
judges ordinary, though themſelves rulers alſo of 
the church, have declined themſelves as incompe- 
tent, and choſen W voluntarily to ſufter the 


pepalty of the a et 1695 than proceed in tlie in- 


quiry; 
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quiry ; and, in another inferior court, 3 the 
judge did fuſtain himfelf competent, the reverend 
delinquents have judicially pleaded an ecceſiaſti- 
cal privitege of exemption from the juriſdiction 
of the civil magiſtrate in crimes committed in 
preſbytery, aud have, by an edict of preſbytery, 
threatened an advocation of the proceis iu caſe 
the inferior judge ſhall preſume to over-rute that 
PÞiCihe 

Upon the whole, iu this very extraordinary caft, 
I am undoubtedly intitled, if not required by the 
king's pious proclamation, and by the acts of par- 
liament, aud by the confefiion of iaith too, aud acts 
of Aſſembly i in parliament ratified, I am intitled 
thus humbly to apply to your Lordihip for the 
redreſs provided both by the eccleſiaſtical and the 
civil law of our chuſtitution; and this application 
is accordingly made to your Lordſhip, tangquam pa- 
ter patrie, and a primate both of church and itate, 
to deviſe and direct in what methods the paſt vio- 
lations of all law, truth, and juſtice before men- 
tioned may be fo cenfarcd as may have the hap- 
pieſt tendency to reclaim the” guilty, and to pre- 


vent ſuch enormities hereafter ; and, if no ſuch. 


extraordinary remedies are in this caſe by your 
Lordſhip directed, in which I am ready moit chear- 
fully to acquieſce, I thall reckon myſelf obliged 
to iuſiſt in a regular proceſs and concluſion tor the 
higheſt pains of falſehood; and, in the mean 


time, in ſuch caſe, according to the direction of 


law, a warrant to apprehend and incarcerate the 
whole guilty brethren before named is neceſſary, 
till in the uſual forms their trial may procecd ; 
and it may be allo neceſſary to have the origina 
minutes of preſbytery ſeized, by which the talſe- 
hood or forgery of the extract before recited, and 
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all the other forgeries already committed, or in- 
tended, are to be proved. 

May it tlierefore pleaſe your Lordſhip to ger 
warrant of commitment againſt the nine guil- 
ty brethren before named, till liberate in due 
courſe of law; and allo to ſeize and ſecure 
the original minutes of preſbytery before 
mentioned, or to. give ſuch other relief in the 
premiſes as to your Lordſhip may ſeem meet. 


According to juſtice, &e. 
DAVID DICKSON. 


To the right honourable and the honourable Ruling El- 
ders of diſtinction in this church, who are alſo mei- 


bers of the College of Fuſtice &. 


iP 


Dear Brethren, 2 


4 If ever the reformation of preſbytery be ac- 
compliſhed, which is indeed among the firſt of my 
withes, but the laſt of my hopes, I am perſnaded 
that you muſt be the inſtruments,” under the di- 
rection of omnipotept grace, to effect it; aud that 
not in the ludicrous farces of our privy-cenſures, 
trom which we of the houſe of Aaron have banith- 
eq all your holy order, and all holineſs, morality 
and truth, have we baniſhed with you ; but by 
the execution in civil courts of the ſalutary laws 
of church and ſtate againſt our profaneneis, vice 
and immorality, which laws we ourſelves in the 
houſe of the Lord vow termly to obſerve, to publiſh 
and to execute. But a privy-cenſure vow is truly 
more infamous than any cuſtom-houſe oath ever 
was: and as our own whole eccleſiaflial conduct in 
interior church-coun ts is, ſo far as I know, almoſt 
one continued violation of theſe laws; ſo now, 


» Sxe vour own At of Commiſſion, 1753. 
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in open contempt of his Majeſty's authority, we 
have the ellrontery to diſobey his ſovereign and 

eremptory order ſo much as to publiſh them to 
dur people from the pulpit, a5 required quarterly, 
leſt the frequent repetition of the law itſelf might 
ſeem to imply a repeated libel of our own con- 
demuation. 

The preceding information contains but à very 
mall ſpecimen. of the crimes charged and offered 
to be proved agaiuſt one and another of the reve- 
rend brethren of Peebles and Biggar preſbyteries, 
at our priyvy-cenſures in Synod, where they were 
however encouraged once and again, tlie inno- 
cent with the g wity, to go ou hand in hand in 
theſe works, — or the Lord, but of the devil; 


encouraged they were even in that very hour, 


when the Synod, by the month of the Rev. Mr 
Robert Walker their Moderator, profeſſed de- 
voutly to adore our God and bleſs our ſovereicn 
for the excellence of our conſtitutional laws to 
diſcourage them. ide the Synod's molt dne 
and clegaut addreis to his Majeſty 3 in November 
1760. , 

The Synod, it is true, have now paſted an order 
of un eee avainſt the guilty brethren, aud 
have alſo referred the whole charge to the confi- 
deration of a fourth or fifth committee of their re- 
verend members, who have ſub- committed the mat- 
ter to ſix gentlemen of ſup crior underitanding 
and unblenuſhed integrity in their perional e 
racters ; but theſe gentIc:aca have in vain deſired 
the pannels to attend and to produce their oriꝑ gina! 
minutes, aud the ſub- committee have no power 
to compel them to-ſuch attendance or production ; 


+ Alas! that in their eccleſiaſtical chaticter and conduct in 


our ſpiritu a courts, they ſhould ſo ſhanictelly abandon that 
character. ; 
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and therefore the preceding information, after 
the review of that ſub-committee, is addreſſed to 
that very great man who is exalted by the provi- 
dence of Gop, as the biſhops ſpeak, to be a kind of 
over-lord among{t us. I adjure you then, my 
brethren, by all our office-oaths, and by our fer- 
vent yearly addreſſes from the Aflembly to the 
throne againſt immorality, which I hope you have 
read before they were ſubſcribed in your name, 


and by a regard for your honour in heaven and 


earth, I adjure you to ft:fil your duty in the zeal- 
ous execution of the laws by yourſelves enacted in 
the matters before mentioned. 

Let me only further inform you, that a proceſs 
at the venerable Synod's inſtance, as well as mine, 
for recovery of the money mentioned in tlie firſt 
paragraph of the information, has dependet] twelve 
years in your court: it has been called more than 
twenty times for deciſion : I have, at a conſider- 
able expence, employed ſeven eminent lawyers 
fucceſſively in it, tome of them now dead, ſome 
advanced to the bench: the defenders were, in the 
ſtrange privy-cenſures of the Synod, obliged many 
years ago, for their own ſafety, judicially to dit- 


_ claim all the defences proponed for them in the 


parliament-houſe : and yet, to this hour, arts of 
prieſt-craft, not of agentry, have been found to 
poſtpone the deciſion, and I almolt deſpair of li- 
ving to fee the proceſs finithed. 


Jam, my dear brethren, with very Gncere and 


undiſguiſed affection, 


Edinburgh, March 3. Your moſt obedient grrant, 


6 3» 
5 DAVID DICKSON. 


POST» 
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tee. 

This evening the committee and ſub-committee 

both met, when once more I offered inſtantly to 


prove the whole charge by the teſtimony of Mr Fin- 
later, the only repreſentative of the preſbytery 


who dared to come to town, compared with the 


record of preſbytery itſelf, now depoſited in the 
hands of the committee, even tho“ moſt wickedly 
many of the original falſified and forged minutes 
are with-held by the guilty brethren : but Mr Fin- 
later, the moſt innocent of the whole nine, and in 
private life a wiſe and good man, refuſed to ſub- 
mit himſelf to an examination in abſence of his 
fellow pannels; and the committee indeed did 
not inſiſt on an immediate inquiry and examina- 


nation of the records; for the truth was, that witli 


Mr Fintater moſt of the members of the committee 
either retired, or they never appeared; ſo that 
only eight or nine judges remained, among whom 
the only apologiſt and advocate for the preſbyte- 
ry was the Rev. Mr And. Plummer, who told that 
poor Mr Wallace, alas! is bad, and Mr Robertſon 
alſo bad, Mr Baird is alſo bad, ſo bad it ſeems that 
they were none of them able to write an apology 
for themſelves ; and as for the reit, axcept one or 
two of them, if they had come and been examined, 
the defence of a total ignorantia ef juris et facli 
might be pleaded for them, and ſuſtained : but, 
upon the whole, I proteſted, and ſhall again to- 
morrow renew a proteſt ju the hands of Mr John 


Laundie the Moderator of the committee, and Mr 


Webſter the Moderator of the ſub- committee, that 
hereafter the verity of the whole charge is admit- 
ted, and the pannels held confeſſed upon it. 

And now with reſpect to the punithment, that 
depoſition 
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depoſition or ſuſpenſion of the pannels which was 
threatued with cruel ſeverity in the Synod, is a 
cenfure altogether barbarous, and can only be 


wiſhed or inflicted by bad men, who are deſtitute. 
of the ſpirit of Jeſus, and who upon the ſame. 


principles would have depoſed the greateſt part 


of the prophets of the Old Teſtament, and all tlie 
apoſtles of the New; for their blemiſhes in ſome 
inſtances or other, were as unpardonable as thoſe. 
of the poor pitiable brethren before named, The 
ccuſure I propoſe, is only the fine of a year's ſti- 
pend upon each delinquent, and a declarator of 
their utter incapacity ſor ever hereafter to {it as. 


judges in any court whatever, which is a point L 


believenomortal of common ſenſe willnoyw diſpute. 

This ſentence is march mare gentle than that 
which is to be inflicted for the more innocent and 
ſenſeleſs alteration of a Lord Ordinary's interlo- 
cutor, or vitiation of the record of tailzies, which 
indeed, like ſome of the forgeries in the preſby- 
tery-records-and extracts, ſeem to proceed as much 
from graſs ſtupidity as majice. 

The reaſon of limiting the fine. to a year's ſti- 


pend i is, that Mr Baird, one of the moſt upright of 


them all, did once, at the diſtance of two years, 
offer in preſhytery to lift up his hand to fear to 
a downright lie, to vindicate the firſt forgery be- 
frxe mentioned, and engaged to venture a year's 
ſtipend to ſupport that tale, which he afterwards 
conftefled to be altogether falſe; aud yet, to the 
amazement of all who are {raugers to to the pro- 
ccedings of preſbyterics, ſo it was, that aſter he 
and the brethren were coufuted i in this tale, in A- 
pril 1759, they unanunonfly deviſed a complica- 
tion of new and inconſittent and more impothble 
lies for their own excuſe, wiuch, like infatuated 
maclkmen, 


Ll 
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madmen, they inſert in June in their records at- 
teſted in the name of Gop : concerning all which 


monſtrous falichoods I ſay no more, than in the 


words by which I deterred Mr Baird from emitting 

his falſe oath in April, that “ the hand will wi- 

«© ther that is ever lifted up to fivear to the truth 
of that narrative.” 

| March 4. 1762. 

The moſt generous, wiſe and condeſcending 

* ſub-committee have adjourned to this day fort- 

night, when once more the members of preſbytery 

are intreated all to attend, and every apology for 


themſelves will be moſt favourably heard; and, 


in the mean time, the preceding information 15 
ſubmitted. to their own review, and, upon. the oath 
of any ſingle member, every alledged falſehood 
ſhall be corrected, if any ſuch there be found in it- 


This printed information was prepared to be 
laid before the Lord Prefident, with all the free- 
dom and contidence of a Britith ſubject, and »ith 
more undiflembled reverence too than ever inſpi- 
red John Knox, or can inſpire any modern Calvi- 
niſt towards his fovercign : but the poor guilty 


preihytery of Peebles, at a diſtance from their 


wretched over- lords in the Synod, witely provided 
tor their own ſafety, by preventing an Arc x 
tion to his Lordſhip. 

After {everal weeks anxious examination of eve- 
ry article of this information and of the preceding 
libel, exhibited to the Sheriff and to the commit- 
tee, the preſbytery, without any doctoreal autho- 


rity from their metropolitans, reicinded all at 


once every one of their own acts of ſuſpenſion, at 
Peebles, upon the 7th of April 1762, 


* Verify, verily their futurc villainy proved them to by really 
walves in ſheeps' cloathing., 
SINCE 


— 
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Since the date of this reſciſſor? and 1ſelf-con- 
demning act of pre{bytery, which has been honour- 
ably vindicated in Synods and Aſſemblies, according 
to the act 1722, there is not one ſingle article of 
complaint or accuſation againſt Dr Dickſon to be 
found in the preſbytery-record; fo that all the 
folio volumes of libels, proofs, references, acts of 
depoſition and ſuſpenſion, minutes, reports, re- 
ſolutions, votes, deciftions, appeals, and over- 
tnres, ſaid to have been extracted from that re- 
cord, as compoſed, canvaſſed, and determined by 
John Balantyne, ruling-elder, and Mr Andrew 
Plummer, miniſter, as members of the preſbytery 
of Peebles, who have no more title to fit there, 
than in the Houſe of Commons, and by the reſt 
of the preſhytery, are moſt execrable forgeries, ten 
thouiand times more maliciouſſy deviſed, and 
more miſchievouſly executed, in the b/e{ſed name of 
7/1, than any of the forgeries for which the late 
Mr Rice ſuffered the pains of infamy and death. 
And that is not the worlt of it; for the preſby- 
tery have impoſed an impracticable order upon 


their clerk to collect materials from theſe forged ex- 


tracts, to form a procets againſt Dr Dickſon, and 
fill up the record; in which he has proceeded fo 
tar as to fill up the date of February 7. 1759, and 
can proceed no further till the inſpired * doctors 
alliit him; which they ſeem to intend, as they 
have juſtificd the preſbytery for with-holding their 
record ſeven or eight Synods paſt ayowedly upon 
this account; and the clerk honeſtly tells, that 
tor his part, the record muſt ſtand an eternal 
blank from that date, as both the moderator and 


Satan himſelf might he aſhamed to inſpire them for ſuch a 


purpoſe. 
the 
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the clerk of preſbytery in tlie year 1759 died long 
Ago. 


SYNOD in May 1762. 

At this period Mr Dickſon was in no better 
terms with his brethren in the doctorate, than his 
adored and beloved Saviour was with the Jewith 
doctors; and as, in his apprehenſion, their juri- 
dical characters are the {ame with their predeceſ- 
ſors, he therefore juſtly expected the ſame treat- 
ment from them. : 

In the firſt place, he adjured Dr Webſter and 
every one of the committees, to beware of pro- 
nouncing a rafh ſentence upon ſuch an important 
caſe, betore they had examined the libel and in- 
formation already 'infert. _ 

To this adjuration Dr Webſter replied, that he 
had read the libel ten times over, and he had no 
_ "remark nor correcton to oſſer, but one (let him 

yet add more if he can), viz. That in the tenth 
-article, Mr Dickfon had connected the words whores 
with perſonal acquaintance, and publiſhed thete 
words in Italic characters too, thereby unfairly to 
convey an idea of the preibytery's unchaſtity. 
This error Dr Dickſon conftciied ; and it deſerved 
no other aniwer but that, it” the preſbytery are 
without exception hanged, or, as Dr Webſter ſaid, 
depoſed and excommunicated, as the laws of our 
God and our country require, upon the firſt ning ar- 
ticles of the libel, ſuch criticiſins upon the tenth wHl 
not much avail them, either in this world or the 
next. And, moreover, Dr Dickſon promiſed to cor- 
rect the error, as now done in this ſecond edition; 
for he ſhall in the argument admit that they are 
as deſtitute of the love of women as they gre of all 
that other charity, aud love to God and man, which 


is the fulfilling of the law and the goſpel too. 
in Dr 
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Dr Kay, now, we hope, removed far from the 
fin and hell of theſe infernal ſcenes, ſaid they had 
ſpent the whole winter upon the mquiry—Mr 
Lundie, Dr M*Queen, Dr Dick, Cc. &c. ſaid they 
had waited on Dr Dickſon night and day, Cc. 

In end, the judicions committes made their re- 

port to the Synod, as became themſelves and their 
predeceſſors in the Methah's days, by which they 
were rendered as much more guilty than the prei- 
bytery of Peebles, as their intellects and their ſta- 
tions are ſuperior to their weak brethren *. _ 
In the Synod, not to be particular in this volume, 
Vr Dickſon inſiſted but in one queſtion, Am I to 
be juſtified ? Yes, yes, yes, was the univerſal ac- 
clamation of the Synod, with all the honour we 
can confer in our privy-cenſures. 

According then to the wiſe aphoriſm, I think, 
of Mahomet, replied Dr Dickſon, ] /ball never diſ- 
pute with fools, leſt, in reality, as well as in appea- 
rance, as Solomon ſays, I become like them, both in 
malice and folly. 

The particular hiſtory of the minutes of this * 
nod is inſert in the records of the Court of Seſſion, 
will be tranſcribed into the ſecond volume. In the 
mean time, it is ſutticient to jay, that ſome of 
Dr Dickſon's friends of the ſelect committees pro- 
poſed to him, for peace, that he might aſk pardon 
. of the preſbytery: O yes, ſaid he; I ſhall aſk pardon 
of the devil to get rid of him: and ſo he did, in 
words of Dr Webſter's dictating, inſert in the Sy- 
nod-book; with which the Synod declared them- 
leives to be ſatisfied. 

It was alfo propoſed by one or another judicious 
eher, that the pretby tery ſhould have liberty to 


i Their report is abſolute unmcaning nonſenſe and villainy, 
give 
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give a libel, as they ſpeak, to the moſt honourable 
Kirk-ſeffion of Newlands; i. e. my Lord Sheriff 
Himſelf, who had fuffered the preceding libel 
againſt them to be iſſued by John Robertſon _ þ 
clerk. — 

This demand was alſo pranted, and againſt « eve- 
y ether member of the kirk-feſſion, who had 
preſumed to put in a memorial to the 'Synod, adl- 
hering to that inſolent and unanſwerable Libel 

againſt the preſbytery; and a permiſſion was alſo 
actually granted to libel the heirs of his Grace the 
late Duke of Argyll, as Hable upon the paſſive titles 
for the libels publiſhed in his life. 

Beſides all thefe demands, Dr Dickſon ex gratia 
propoſed that the Biggar preſbytery-ſhould allo ke 
permitted to libel his Majeſty, and my Lord Advo- 
cate, for the libels of for gery, &c. iſſued by them 
againſt the honour of that preſbytery. . 6 

Upon thefe conceſſions, the demented Synod ac- 
tually adopted the overture to libel, as they ſpeak, 

the whole moft honourable Kik-ſeflton, except Br if 
"Dickſon, whoſe juſtification was predetermined 1 

with an appearance of the molt zealous unanimi- 1 
ty of the court. | 

No difticulty now remained, but how to pallinte | 

-matters, ſo that according to the Rev. Tartuſſe's 
catholicon, the preſbytery might alfo be juſtified i 
in private cenſures, and the Tibel againſt them diſ- 4 
milled, eſpecially conſidering that theſe pannels ; 
had now continued two full years ſecluded from þ 

the communion of the church, in theſe myſterious | 
and canonical rites. | 
It was, by the reverend doctors of preſbytery, p 
univerſally admitted with the reverend French I 
dloctor, that n that is private is no ſin, eſpecially | | 
"when it is committed in private cenſures, within {\ 
R locked | 
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locked doors, after the high-priefts of the church 
are ſeparated from the herd of mankind by the 
tremenduous edict, Procul, O procul eſte profani! nibil 
hic niſi ſacrum ! and therefore there was not one 
ſoul in the Synod had the leaſt ſeruple in pro- 
nouncing their abſolution, not even the Rev. Mr 
Erſkine ; for the majority of the court needed alſo 
the ſame reciprocal indulgences. 

But, alas! one hundred and fifty copies of tlie 
diſmal libel were publiſhed before the world, and 
had been read ten times by Dr Webſter and the 
ſelect committee, and by ten thouſand better Chri- 
{tians, who believe the orthodox doctrine of Tar- 
tufſe, and the Synod, to be as dannable hefeſy as 
tranſubſtautiation. 

What could a committee of overtures in theſe cir- 
cumſtances deviſe to bring the caſe under Mr Tar- 
tuffe's hypotheſis? Nay, rather, what cannot Dr 
. Robertſon, Dr Webſter, Dr M*Queen, Cc. Cc. and 
all their ſatellites not do in a ſelect and ſecret 
committee of overtures, appointed pro re nata, when, 
they apprehend themſelves neither accountable to 
God nor man ? 

Exitus acta probat : it was reſolved in ſuch a ſe- 
lect committee, by an overture, to aver, as tlie mi- 
nutes of court bear, that not one of theſe one 
hundred and fifty copies of a libel had ever exi- 
ſted, and therefore the preſbytery had a ound title 
to be abfolved. 

Upon this overture, the preſbytery were abſol- 
ved by the Synod; and it was obſerved, that al- 
though the libel was lying before their eyes, really 
and materially exiſting at that hour, in a hundred 
.diflerent forms, yet it was not formally and legally 
exiſting; for, on the contrary, the preſbytery of* 
N a legal proof, as it was called, by the teſti- 
mony 
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mony of the whole preſbytery, that they had ne- 
ver got a. libel; which is in law provatio probata, 
eſpecially when their teſtimony was ſaid to be con- 
firmed by the Sheriff's decree, and by the judici- 
ons committee S report. 

It was once indeed alſo er that Dr Dickſon 
ſhould be libelled for the real and material exiſtence 
and the /egal and formal non-exittence of this 
libel againſt the preſbytery : but that overture 
Was rejected unanimouily with open indignation 
by the whole court; and the {ſcandalous oyerture 
it{elf, of that tenor, was diſavowed by the {ſelect 
committee, and publicly cancelled with diſgrace 
by the very doctors and inferior paſtors, who had 
themfelves ſecretly frame( it in their he/l-fire club. 

So Mr Lundie the Moderator was conſtrained to 
ſwear; and therefore, as he alſo depones, Dr Dick- | 
ſon, with his whole preſbytery of Peebles on. his [ 
left hand, were juſtified with wonderful honour x 
and Glemaity at the bar of privy-cenſures. - F 

When all theſe tranſactions had paſt, and the- j 
Synod was diſſolved, the ſame ſelect committee | 
and their affociates, who had in Synod pronounced | 
his abſolution, retired to Clearihue's, and forged. | 
a ſecond warrant to the preſbytery, to libel Dr | | 
Dickſon, winch warrant is eme en in 
the Synod-book. | | ! 

But in this volume no more ſhall- be ſaid, than 4 
that the preſbytery's proceedings upon this er 1} 
warrant are incomparably and incredibly. wicked { 
above all that is recoxded in the hiſtory, of the 
Popes, as the proceedings in the Court of Seffion, 
which fill the ſecond volume, will teſtify. | 

He is informed that a libel was formed, but he | | 


never faw it; witneſſes were ſuborned to perjury, 
who. deponed nothing more criminal in his con- 
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dr than the falſe witneſſes, ſuborned and inſti- 
gated by our predeceſſors, toteſtify a lie againſt their 
own almighty Redeemer; auqall the feutences pro- 
nounced upon theſe horrid tranſactions were pro- 
nounced by reverend felons, preſiding in the trial 
of their own capital crimes, who, after all, for 
their own ſafety, have cancelled the whole proceſs 
imce the 7th of Febraary 17:9, from the preſby- 
tery-records, 

The preſent reforming Aſſembly may be inform- 
ed, that Mr Lundie, the moderator of the Sync, 
ſor the ſear of the gibbet, or from better princi- 
ples, has not to this hour ſubſcribed the Synod- 
book, becauſe of the forgery recorded in it; and 
yet in the laſt Aſſembly, this Synod-book, without 
the eſſential requiſite of his ſubſcription, is Cid to 
have been atteſted according to acts 1713 and 
1722; but indeed that atteſtation is another abſo- 
late forgery or fiction, recorded in the annals of 
our corrupt church; for the report of the commit- 
tee, upon which the atteſtation proceeds, and ſaid 
to have been heard in Aſſembly, is, to this hour, 
in the hands of the Rev. Mr Robert Dawſon mini- 
iter of Stow, the clerk of the committee, who de- 
clares, that the report was never either ſeen or 
heard in the Aſſembly, and can never be ſeen or 
heard without inferring indelible reproach and in- + 
famy in both worlds upon all the ſpiritual courts 
of North Britain, 

The reformers may alto be told, that a ſecond 
edition of the preceding libel inn the preſhy- 
tery is allo new iſſued by the ſame Mr John Ro- 
bertſon, Sheriſi-clerk,which was called in the court 
upon the 8th of the laſt month of April 1766. 

When the cauſc was called, and the libel read 


openly in we court, the verity of the charge was 
tacitly 
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tacitly confeſſed at the bar, both by the Rev. 


Mr Johnſton eldeſt miniſter of the preſbytery, and 
Mr Summers their procurator, to whoſe teſtimony 
Dr Dickſon referred every article. But the judge, 
who is incapable of diſhonour or iniquity in any 
other caſe, immediately left his bench, and public- 


ly vowed that he would neyer pronounce another 
interlocutor in the cauſe. 


Several very worthy Lords of Seſſion in the 
holy orders of our hierarchy, have alſo declined to 
proceed in determining the proceſs of forgery, 
and ſubornation of perjury, &c. in dependance 
before their Lordſhips: And the reverend pane 
nels have alſo with impunity ſtood out and de- 
clined to anſwer the capital indictment exhi-- 
bited in that court agaiuſt them at the inſtance. 


of his Majeſty's advocate; and therefore Dr Dick- 
ſon has been neceflitated to apply by a petition of. 
appeal, to the ſpiritual and temporal. Lords in 
Parliament; and as there is not an ordinary Juſtice 


of the Peace in all this diſtrict of North-Britain, 
who has Chriſtian fortitude to ſubſcribe a warrant 
to ſummon the reverend.pannels to appear for ex- 
amination in the preſcribed form of a common. 
precognition, he has been therefore obliged alſo to 
apply for that warrant by petition to the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, and the Earl of Halifax. 
For relief of Mr Wallace, in diſtreſs, his name 
1s cancelled from the libel, and alſo Mr Bertram's, 
who has offered a ſatisfying apology to excuſe 
himſelf to Dr Dickfon; but inferring a heavy load 


of additional guilt upon one and another of the 
reverend defenders. 


The End of the FigsT VOLUME. 
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